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Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church and our lovingly offered virtual worship service. We are 
delighted that you are here in the spirit of community, even as we all cannot be physically 
together. Even though we will not see or hear you and you will not see or hear each other, 
God knows that we are doing this together and we do, too. 

 
An Easter Celebration 

in Word and Music 
April 12, 2020 
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ORGAN PRELUDE  Meditation on Easter Hymn   Michael Bedford 
 
LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
 

EASTER PROCLAMATION                Church of England 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He has given us new life and hope. 

 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
God has claimed us as his own. 

 

He has brought us out of darkness. 
He has made us light to the world. 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 
FANFARE Easter Song        John D. Horman 
   
HYMN 207 Jesus Christ is risen today                                                                            Easter Hymn 
 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

Sing we to our God above,  Alleluia! 
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
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praise him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 
EASTER COLLECT 
 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and 
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the 
day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving 
Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

PSALM 118: 1-2, 14-24          
     from God’s Word, My Voice: A Lectionary for Children 

 

Thanks, God.  You are so good.  Your mercy never, ever ends. 
Let all God’s people say it aloud: God’s mercy never, ever ends! 
You are my strength and the song I sing, and now you’ve become my salvation. 
 

Today our God has acted.  Let everyone rejoice and be happy! 
 

I hear people singing in their homes, and claiming victory.  God has triumphed! 
I will shout about the work God  has accomplished today, 
Sometimes I am punished, but I get back up and try again. 

When God opens his doors to me, the doors to good things, I will walk right 
through them.  Thanks for inviting me in, God. 

  

 Today our God has acted.  Let everyone rejoice and be happy! 
 

The stone that the builders threw out because they didn’t like it, is now the cornerstone 
that the whole building is built upon. 
It’s all because of the amazing things that God has done for us. 
 

Today our God has acted.  Let everyone rejoice and be happy! 
 
HYMN 204 Now the green blade riseth                       Noel nouvelet 
 

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
 

Love is come again 
like wheat that springeth green. 
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In the grave they laid him, Love whom hate had slain, 
thinking that never he would wake again, 
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
 

Love is come again 
like wheat that springeth green. 

 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he that for three days in the grave had lain, 
quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 

Love is come again 
like wheat that springeth green. 
 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
thy touch can call us back to life again, 
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
  

Love is come again 
like wheat that springeth green. 

 
GOSPEL               John 20:1-18 

 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He 
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then 
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
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weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 
him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 
him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I 
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he 
had said these things to her. 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
HYMN 180 He is risen, he is risen!      Unser Herrscher 
 

He is risen, he is risen! 
Tell it out with joyful voice: 
he has burst his three days’ prison; 
let the whole wide earth rejoice: 
death is conquered, we are free, 
Christ has won the victory. 
 

Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted, 
with glad smile and radiant brow! 
Death’s long shadows have departed; 
Jesus’ woes are over now, 
and the passion that he bore- 
sin and pain can vex no more. 
 

Come, with high and holy hymning, 
hail our Lord’s triumphant day; 
not one darksome cloud is dimming 
yonder glorious morning ray, 
breaking o’er the purple east, 
symbol of our Easter feast. 
 

He is risen, he is risen! 
He hath opened heaven’s gate: 
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we are free from sin’s dark prison, 
risen to a holier state; 
and a brighter Easter beam 
on our longing eyes shall stream. 

 
HOMILY The Rev. Paula J. Toland 

 
HYMN 178 Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord                                       Alleluia No. 1 
 

  Alleluia, alleluia! 
Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Give Praise to his Name. 

 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
He is the King of creation. 

 

  Alleluia, alleluia! 
Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Give Praise to his Name. 

 

Spread the good news o’er all the earth: 
Jesus has died and has risen. 

 

  Alleluia, alleluia! 
Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Give Praise to his Name. 

 

We have been crucified with Christ. 
Now we shall live for ever. 

 

  Alleluia, alleluia! 
Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Give Praise to his Name. 

 

Come, let us praise the living God, 
joyfully sing to our Savior 
 

  Alleluia, alleluia! 
Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
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Alleluia, alleluia! 
Give Praise to his Name. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
EASTER BLESSING       The Book of Occasional Services 
 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing.  Amen. 
 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, 
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever.  Amen. 
 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and everlasting freedom 
in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance.  Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer, be 
upon you and remain with you for ever.  Amen. 

 
HYMN 182 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing         Truro 
 

 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
His cross stands empty to the sky. 

 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
His love in death shall never die. 
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Christ is alive! No longer bound 
to distant years in Palestine, 
he comes to claim the here and now 
and conquer every place and time. 
 

Not throned above, remotely high, 
untouched, unmoved by human pains, 
but daily, in the midst of life, 
our Savior with the Father reigns. 
 

In every insult, rift, and war 
where color, scorn or wealth divide, 
he suffers still, yet loves the more, 
and lives, though ever crucified. 
 

Christ is alive! His Spirit burns 
through this and every future age, 
till all creation lives and learns 
his joy, his justice, love, and praise.  
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE Postlude on Easter Hymn        Healey Willan 

 
 
 
Worship Leaders 
Officiant The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Music Director Kim Williams 
Organist John Schucker 
Choir  Kim Williams, Kira Hanson, Peter Wick, Rev. Paula 
Trumpet Peter Wick 

 
 

St. Stephen’s Church 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, 

doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

  
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 


