
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church and our lovingly offered virtual worship service. We are              
delighted that you are here in the spirit of community, even as we all cannot be physically                 
together. So that our virtual worship better resembles our usual in-person worship, there will be               
a few of us here in the church, all with no known high-risk factors and all maintaining the                  
recommended safe distance. We will share in leading the prayers, reading the Lessons, and in               
the music. We will maintain this practice as long as it is safe and practical.    
We invite you to pray and sing along with us. Everything you need for the prayers is here, with                   
the words of the people in bold. We’ve included the lyrics to the hymns and other music.                  
Hopefully, this is familiar to you. If not, listen to us the first time through and then join in. Even                    
though we will not hear or see you and you will not hear or see each other, we know that we are                      
doing this together and God does, too. 
 
 

Sunday, May 17, 2020 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Morning Prayer II with Homily & Music, 10:00 AM 
 

The service begins with a few moments of centering music.  Please use this time to settle your 
mind and your body, perhaps asking God to hold all the cares and concerns of your heart and 
your mind so that you may focus on this worship service. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN  
SSH 11 For the beauty of the earth         Dix 
 
 
1  For the beauty of the earth, 
 
for the beauty of the skies, 
 
for the love which from our birth 
 
over and around us lies, 
 
 
 



 
Refrain 
 
 
Christ our God, to thee we raise 
 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
 
2  For the beauty of each hour 
 
of the day and of the night, 
 
hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
 
sun and moon, and stars of light, 
 
 
Refrain 
 
 
3  For the joy of ear and eye, 
 
for the heart and mind’s delight, 
 
for the mystic harmony 
 
linking sense to sound and sight, 
 
 
Refrain 
 
 
4  For the joy of human love, 
 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
 
friends on earth, and friends above, 
 
for all gentle thoughts and mild, 
 
 
Refrain 
 
 
5  For the Church which evermore 
 
lifteth holy hands above, 
 
offering up on every shore 
 
thy pure sacrifice of love, 
 
 
Refrain 
 
 
Words: Folliot Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917), alt.  Music: Dix, Conrad Kocher (1786-1872) 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCE 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia!       
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
 
Lord, open our lips.  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,                     
and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Invitatory Prayer with Antiphon    Christ our Passover                                                    BCP 83 
 
Alleluia.  The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him.  Alleluia. 
 

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 
    therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 
 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
    death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
    but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a man came death, * 
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, * 
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
 

Alleluia.  The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him.  Alleluia. 
 
 

The Psalm Appointed for the Day                                                                                     Psalm 66: 7-18 

 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
 
8 Who holds our souls in life, * 
and will not allow our feet to slip. 
 
9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 
you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
 



 
10 You brought us into the snare; * 
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
 
11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
 
12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips 
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
 
13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 
 
14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 
 
15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
and his praise was on my tongue. 
 
16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
the Lord would not have heard me; 
 
17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
 
18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
nor withheld his love from me. 
 
 
THE LESSONS 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles                                                                           Acts 17:22-31 
 
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are                 
in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I                    
found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you               
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it,                  
he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he                    
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life                 
and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and                  

 



he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live,                 
so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is                  
not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of                      
your own poets have said, 
 
‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone,                    
an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of                 
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a               
day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed,                  
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CANTICLE Peace before us          David Haas 
 

1  Peace before us, peace behind us, 
 peace under our feet. 
 Peace within us, peace over us, 
 let all around us be peace. 
  
2  Love before us, love behind us, 
 love under our feet. 
 Love within us, love over us, 
 let all around us be love. 
  

3  Light before us, light behind us, 
 light under our feet. 
 Light within us, light over us, 
 let all around us be light. 
 

4  Christ before us, Christ behind us, 
 Christ under our feet. 
 Christ within us, Christ over us, 
 let all around us be Christ. 
  
5  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Words: David Haas; Music: David Haas 
 © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Words and music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-707966. 

 



A Reading from the First Letter of Peter                                                                          1 Peter 3:13-22 
 
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing                      
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your                    
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands                
from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence.                  
Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good                 
conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering                   
should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all,                   
the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh,                    
but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in                   
prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah,                 
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water.                  
And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but                  
as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has                 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made                 
subject to him. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN 
Hymn 516 Come down, O love divine                 Down Ampney 

 
 
1  Come down, O Love divine, 
 
seek thou this soul of mine, 
 
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing; 
 
O Comforter, draw near, 
 
within my heart appear, 
 
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 
 
2  O let it freely burn, 
 
till earthly passions turn 
 
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
 
and let thy glorious light 
 
shine ever on my sight, 
 
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



3  And so the yearning strong, 
 
with which the soul will long, 
 
shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
 
for none can guess its grace, 
 
till Love create a place 
 
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 
 
 
Words: Bianco da Siena (d. 1434?); tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890), alt. 
Music: Down Ampney, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 

 
GOSPEL   John 14: 15-21 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of John  
 

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he                   
will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the                  
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he                
abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 
”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see                     
me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in                       
my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are                   
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and                     
reveal myself to them.” 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
HOMILY The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 

 



    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
     hallowed be your Name, 
     your kingdom come, 
     your will be done, 
         on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
     as we forgive those 
         who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
     and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
     and the glory are yours, 
     now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Show us your mercy, O Lord;  And grant us your salvation. 
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  Let your people sing with joy. 
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  For only in you can we live in safety. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care;  And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
Let your way be known upon earth;  Your saving health among all nations. 
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
Create in us clean hearts, O God;  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 
 
 



We pray for those on our prayer list 
 
Jeff Loggins 
Jimmy Hasenkamp 
Ian Janeczko 
The McManus Family 
The Blanchard Family 
Donna Riggi 
Bernard & Nathan 
Kenneth Armstrong 

The Fitzgerald Family 
Jamie Forgacs 
Roy Williams  
Jack Moreno 
Gail Pavlik 
Stephanie Gubin 
Sue Macbeth 
Sara Ruth Dorn 

Francis 
Christine Conti 
Shanisha 
Pedro Villigran 
Gregory Shuss 
Cindy Finkelstein 
Roger Riedel 
Carolyn Roman 

  
The Collect of the Day 
 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our                
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and                 
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus                
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.                   
Amen. 
 
A Collect for Guidance 
 
Heavenly God, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide                   
and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not                    
forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our                 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is               
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all               
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly                
serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN 
Hymn 398 I sing the almighty power of God       Forest Green 
 
 
1  I sing the almighty power of God, 
 
that made the mountains rise, 
 
that spread the flowing seas abroad 
 
and built the lofty skies. 
 
I sing the wisdom that ordained 
 
the sun to rule the day; 
 
the moon shines full at his command, 
 
and all the stars obey. 

 



 
2  I sing the goodness of the Lord, 
 
that filled the earth with food; 
 
he formed the creatures with his Word, 
 
and then pronounced them good. 
 
Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, 
 
where’er I turn my eye, 
 
if I survey the ground I tread, 
 
or gaze upon the sky! 
 
 
3  There’s not a plant or flower below, 
 
but makes thy glories known; 
 
and clouds arise, and tempests blow, 
 
by order from thy throne; 
 
while all that borrows life from thee 
 
is ever in thy care, 
 
and everywhere that I could be, 
 
thou, God, art present there. 
 
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. 
Music: Forest Green, English melody; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
Meter: CMD 
 

 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

 



through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common                 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or               
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,                   
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your                  
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be                    
with us all evermore.  Amen.  
 
 
 
The service will conclude with a few moments of reflective music. We invite you to use this time                  
to offer to God the prayers of your heart and to prepare to return to your daily routine. 
 
 
NEW: We invite you to join us for Zoom Coffee Hour on Sunday at 11:00 AM. Please                 
email Rev. Paula at rector@ststephensmillburn.org no later than 10:45 AM for the login             
information. 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, 

doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 
  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 
973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 

  
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 
 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden 

Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer 
Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery;  

Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 
 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org.  

 


