
 
 
At St. Stephen’s Church, we take seriously the call to love one another as Jesus loves us.  We understand that the best 
Christian hospitality in this time of pandemic includes strict adherence to health and safety protocols designed to 
minimize the risk of spreading Covid-19 through any of our activities.   
 
Let us know you are planning to come.   
There are strict limitations on the number of people we can welcome at any one time.  It is necessary that you let us 
know in advance that you are planning to come.  All reservations are on a first-come, first-scheduled basis.  The preferred 
way to reserve a seat is SignUpGenius.  We will send a link on Tuesday for the following Sunday.  We will close the 
reservations at noon on Friday.  If you do not have access to a computer/internet, please call Doreen at 973.376.0688, 
ext. 32 between 10:00 and 1:30 on Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday, or on Friday between 10:00 and noon. When you 
call, please be prepared to give Doreen your name, the names of people included in the reservation, your phone 
numbers, and email addresses.  This information is necessary for contact tracing should there be a need. 
 
Before coming: 
Please be sure you do not have any of the following symptoms: 

Fever (T above 100.4 degrees F) 
Chills 
Headache 
Cough 
Muscle or body aches 

New loss of taste or smell 
Shortness of breath 
Sore throat 
Difficulty breathing 
 

Congestion or runny nose 
Fatigue 
Nausea or vomiting 
Diarrhea 

 
If you have been diagnosed with Covid-19 and have not received medical clearance from your physician or have been 
in close contact with someone who is ill, whether diagnosed or not, please worship via our live stream or HTTV 
broadcast. 
 

If you are at high risk for any reason, we ask you to consider prayerfully whether coming to an in-person worship 
service is in your best interest.  We will live stream on Facebook and You Tube, and will have the service broadcast 
 

Please bring a sweater or jacket with you.  For safer ventilation, we will have windows open. 
 
When you arrive: 
Please pay attention to the signs and to the ushers and screeners, and follow the directions they give, as well as all 
arrows indicating traffic flow. 
 

All persons must wear a mask while on the parish grounds.  The only exceptions are children under the age of two.  If 
you have a medical condition that precludes wearing a mask, we consider you very high risk and ask that you take good 
care of yourself by joining us via live-stream or HTTV. 
 

We will perform a quick health screening, including non-contact temperature readings.  If there is any concern about 
increased risk at that time, we will ask you to refrain from entering the building. 
 

Hand sanitizer will be available at the entry and exits, as well as near the one available restroom.  We ask that you use 
it as you enter and leave, and upon leaving the restroom.  Wipes will be available in the restroom.  We ask that you wipe 
the high-touch surfaces on your way out.   
 

Please remain with your household/group and refrain from breaching the 6 ft. physical distance between 
households/groups.   
 
Once seated, please remain in your pew, unless you are ill or need to use the restroom.  Please do not stop to chat with 
anyone on your way to and from your seat. 
 

If you need to leave because of illness, please let an usher know.  We are required to monitor the wellness of everyone 
who enters the building. 
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For Worship Services, in general: 

 We will make changes to the order of the service to ensure that we do not exceed 45 minutes, which may mean 
limiting the number of readings, omitting the General Confession, and making other changes that allow us to 
experience the fullness of the liturgy without increasing risk of disease transmission. 

 There is NO congregational singing.  We will have soloists to share a musical offering. 
 The Lector(s) will read from the lectern.  The Prayers of the People will be offered by the Intercessor from their 

seat, using the handheld microphone. 
 We will not physically share the peace or hug/touch another person at any time, unless it is a parent/guardian 

assisting a child or our Medical Responder assisting in an emergency. 
 There will be no passing of the offering plate.  The plate will be on the table at the beginning of the center aisle, 

near the choir loft.  Please place your pledge or other giving there.  If you forget to do so at the beginning of the 
service, please hand it to the usher as you leave. 

 Likewise, the oblations (bread and wine) will be on the credence table near the altar at the beginning of the 
service. 

 After the dismissal, the ushers will direct you row-by-row to exit the church.  Please go directly to your car to 
avoid clusters of people gathering on the campus. 

 
For Communion: 
We will follow strictly the diocesan guidelines for the Celebration and Administration of Communion.  What this means 
for you is that there are significant changes in how we will share the Sacrament: 

 Communion will be distributed in one kind only: the bread.  There will be no sharing of the Cup, though a bit of 
wine will be consecrated and consumed by the priest. 

 The ushers will direct you row-by-row to approach the chancel stairs, where you will receive the bread.  Please 
remain fully masked until you return to your seat, at which time we ask that you lift your mask just long enough 
to consume the host.  Please maintain at least six feet of distance from each other at all times. 

 
For Baptism: 

 To ensure that the service does not exceed 45 minutes, there will be no Celebration of the Eucharist on the day 
of baptism.  We believe that Covid-19 qualifies as an exigent circumstance allowing for baptism without 
Communion.  Families are encouraged to come to the next regular service to receive Communion together with 
the newly baptized. 

 Most of the service will take place with everyone in their respective pews, including the Examination of the 
Candidate(s).  The priest will offer the Thanksgiving over the Water and then invite the Candidate and their 
parent(s) to the font for The Baptism.  One person will be allowed to position themselves at least six feet away 
and act as the photographer.  (Pending final decision from Bishop Hughes, The Baptism may take place just 
outside the door to the nave.) 
 

Even with these protocols in place, it is not possible to completely eliminate the risk of gathering together in-person.  
Though these protocols are based on the best, most reliable science, and are in compliance with the state and diocesan 
guidelines, they are not a guarantee that Covid-19 will not be transmitted. 
 


