
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here, whether you are 
with us in the building or joining us from home.  We invite you to enter fully into worship 
by joining in the prayers and responses. If you are with us in the building, we ask that you 
join us in showing our love for each other by refraining from any singing and by following 
the current health and safety guidelines. Streaming music is by permission under 
OneLicense.net A-707966. 
 
Today we are happy to be welcoming one of God’s beloved children into this community of faith.  
As we worship, let us do so with gratitude to God for Jack and his parents, Brian and Sophie.                    

 
 

Sunday, April 11, 2021 
Second Sunday of Easter 

Liturgy of the Word with Baptism 10:00 AM 
 

 

 

ORGAN PRELUDE 

 

GATHERING HYMN 192 This joyful Eastertide            Vruechten 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 

We come together to praise God.  All stand as they are able. 
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
There is one Body and one Spirit; 
There is one hope in God's call to us; 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
One God and Father of all. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant 
of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body 



may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 

 

THE LESSON                     
 
A Reading from the Book of Acts                  4:32-35 
 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what 
was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
        
 
THE RESPONSE                              Psalm 133 
 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when brethren live together in unity! 
 
2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
that runs down upon the beard, 
 
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
 
4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
 
5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore. 
 
  

 

 

 

 



SEQUENCE HYMN 192 That Easter day with joy was bright         Puer nobis  

 

 
                                                                                           

Please stand as you are able 

 

THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John             20:19-31 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 



"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, 
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 
God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 
 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
THE SERMON  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATE 

The people remain seated as the candidate, parents, and godparents gather at the chancel stairs. 

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 
Parents and Godparents say:  
 
I present Jack Richard to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 
To the parents and godparents: 
 
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian 
faith and life?  I will, with God's help. 
 



Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?  
I will, with God's help. 
 
Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures 
of God?  I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?  I renounce them. 
 
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?  I do. 
 
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?  I do. 
 
Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?  I do. 
 
All stand as they are able. To the people 
 
 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in his life in 
Christ?  We will. 
 
Let us join with this person who is committing himself to Christ and renew our own 
baptismal covenant. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, 
and in the prayers?  I will, with God's help. 
 
 



Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 
the Lord?  I will, with God's help. 
 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?  I will, with 
God's help. 
 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?  I will, with 
God's help. 
  
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being?  I will, with God's help. 
 
Let us now pray for Jack who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
 
 

The intercessor leads the prayers. 
 
 

Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Open his heart to your grace and truth.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Send him into the world in witness to your love.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Priest: Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son 
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who 
lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
THE THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 



We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in 
Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was 
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
 
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. 
By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore 
in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in 
faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who 
here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 

THE BAPTISM 
 

Jack is baptized with water and the following words: 
 

Jack, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Jack is anointed with Chrism and the following words: 
 

You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 
 

 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon 
these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. 
Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the 
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and 
wonder in all your works. Amen. 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim 
his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 
 
 
ANTHEM  Welcome to the family      Words and music by Debby Kerner 
    
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                          BCP, Form III 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, including our siblings in the Evelyn 
Underhill District: St. George’s, Maplewood; Grace, Madison; St. Paul’s, Chatham; Christ 
Church, Short Hills; and Calvary, Summit.   
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you. We pray for 
Cross Roads, a place of formation and transformation; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, including Michael, our Presiding Bishop; 
Carlye, our Bishop Diocesan; Paula, our Rector; and Karen, Deacon in your Church; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, including Joe, 
our President, Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake.  We pray for our partners in ministry: 
Family Promise of Essex County, North Porch, Apostles’ House, and First Friends; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially 
 
Ian Janeczko    The McManus Family    Donna Riggi 
The Blanchard Family   Bernard and Nathan    Peggy Thompson 
The Fitzgerald Family  Felder Dorn     Hailey Rose Fout 
Lucille B.    Jack Moreno     Jim Freeman 
Grisette B.    The May Family    Walter Fields 
Sue K.     Alexandra Shuss    Addie Cassar 
Mary Jo Zarance 
 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
 



Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
Please add your intercessions, either silently or aloud. 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 
BLESSING                     The Book of Occasional Services 
 
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing.  Amen. 
 
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, 
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever.  Amen. 
 
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and everlasting freedom in 
the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance.  Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer, be upon 
you and remain with you for ever.  Amen. 
                                
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 



SENDING HYMN  
Hymn 490  I want to walk as a child of the light               Houston 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 



DISMISSAL 
 
Alleluia, alleluia.  Let us go forth rejoicing in the love of the Risen Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 
         

 

 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues.  
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 
There will be no passing of the offering plate.  The plate will be on the table at the beginning of the 

center aisle, near the choir loft.  Please place your pledge or other giving there.  If you forget to do so 
at the beginning of the service, please hand it to the usher as you leave. 

 
You may also give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Upcoming Events  
All events are virtual unless otherwise noted; details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter. 
 
4/11 – 12 PM – Coffee Hour 
4/11 - 1 PM - Reading with the Rector 
4/11 - 3 PM - Pop Up Youth Ministry, Life is Sweet! Cookie Decorating Event 
4/16 - 4 - 8 PM - Panera Millburn Fundraiser for St. Stephen’s 
4/18 - 10 AM - Sunday Worship 
4/18 - 12 PM - Coffee Hour 
4/18 - 6 PM - Children’s Chapel Sunday Supper 
 
Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
Music Director:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker      
Lectors:  Fran Young, Peter Wick      
Usher:  Eric Maurer 
Screener:  Kim Williams        
Vocalists:  Kira Hanson, Peter Wick      
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Stephen’s Church 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, 

doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 
  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

 
Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden 

Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer 
Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery;  

Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk; Steve Moran 
  

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


