
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here, whether you are 
with us in the building or joining us from home.  We invite you to enter fully into worship 
by joining in the prayers and responses. If you are with us in the building, we ask that you 
join us in showing our love for each other by refraining from any singing and by following 
the current health and safety guidelines. Streaming music is by permission under 
OneLicense.net A-707966. 
 
           

 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, May 9, 2021 
Liturgy of the Word  

 
 

 

 

ORGAN PRELUDE   

 

GATHERING HYMN  

Hymn 400 (st. 1,4,5,7)  All creatures of our God and King       Lass funs erfreuen 

 
 

 

 



 



The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all 
things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can 
desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE LESSON                     
 
A Reading from the Book of Acts                10:44-48 
 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues 
and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 
people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
   
THE RESPONSE                                Psalm 98 
 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 
2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 
3 The Lord has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 



with the harp and the voice of song. 
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 
9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 
 
  

SEQUENCE HYMN 

Hymn 577  God is love, and where true love is          Ubi caritas 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John               15:9-17 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you 
do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does 
not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made 
known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father 
will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that 
you may love one another.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



 
THE SERMON  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 

NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.  



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                          BCP, Form III 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, including our siblings in the Evelyn 
Underhill District: St. George’s, Maplewood; Grace, Madison; St. Paul’s, Chatham; Christ 
Church, Short Hills; and Calvary, Summit.   
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you. We pray for 
Cross Roads, a place of formation and transformation; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, including Michael, our Presiding Bishop; 
Carlye, our Bishop Diocesan; Paula, our Rector; and Karen, Deacon in your Church; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, including Joe, 
our President, Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake.  We pray for our partners in ministry: 
Family Promise of Essex County, North Porch, Apostles’ House, and First Friends; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially 
 
Ian Janeczko    The McManus Family    Donna Riggi 
The Blanchard Family   Bernard and Nathan    Peggy Thompson 
The Fitzgerald Family  Felder Dorn     Hailey Rose Fout 
Lucille B.    Jack Moreno     Jim Freeman 
The May Family   Mary Jo Zarance 
 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
Please add your intercessions, either silently or aloud. 
 



We pray for the victims of gun violence, both those who have been injured and those who 
have been killed, that they might find rest and peace.  Today we remember those injured 
or killed this week in this country: 

 
·   For the 415 known to be killed and 1029 known to be injured in 1407 incidents 
between April 27th and May 5h, and for those who shot them; we mourn the reality 
that there are too many to name now. 
 

Loving and Forgiving God, heal and transform our broken hearts.  Inspire us to act to end 
this violence against your beloved children. 

 

Prayer for Mother’s Day 

Dear God, we thank you for the gift of life and love.  We thank you, too, for the gift of 
maternal love that is modeled for us by Mary.  We are so very grateful for the love of 
women in our lives today who are able to follow the example of Mary in their love for 
the children they birth, adopt, or foster, as well as all who choose to love and nurture a 
child to become their best, most authentic self. We ask an awareness of your loving 
compassion for all whose mothers could not love them in this way, whether because of 
illness or death, or any other stress or absence.  For all women who desire to be 
mothers but struggle with infertility or any other obstacle, give them courage and 
strength in this difficult time. For all those women who have loved and nurtured, only to 
lose, a child of any age, we ask you to bless their hearts and lives with peace.  We ask 
this same blessing for those who have said their final goodbyes to the loving and 
nurturing women in their lives.  In your name we pray.  Amen. 

 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN  
Hymn 705  As those of old their first fruits brought     Forest Green 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Alleluia, alleluia.  Let us go forth rejoicing in the love of the Risen Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE  
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues.  
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Upcoming Events  
All events are virtual unless otherwise noted; details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter. 
 
5/9 – 12 PM – Coffee Hour 
5/11 – 7:30 PM – Sacred Ground 
5/13 – 6:30 PM – Regional Zoom Meeting with Bishop Hughes 
5/16 - 10 AM - Sunday Worship 
5/16 – 12 PM – Coffee Hour 
5/23 – 1 PM – Reading with the Rector 
 
Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
Music Director:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker      
Lectors:  Fran Young, Kira Hanson     
Usher:  Steve Moran 
Screener:  Maryalice Chech    
Vocalists:  Peter Wick, Kira Hanson      
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen’s Church 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, 

doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 
  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

 
Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden 

Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer 
Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery;  

Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk; Steve Moran 
  

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


