
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here, whether you are with us in the building or joining 
us from home.  We invite you to enter fully into worship by joining in the prayers and responses. If you are with us in the 
building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by refraining from any singing and by following the 
current health and safety guidelines. Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 

 
Today we are happy to be welcoming one of God’s beloved children into this community of faith.  As we worship, let us do 
so with gratitude to God for Avery and her parents, Brendan and Brittney.                    

 
 
 

Sunday, May 23, 2021 
The Day of Pentecost 

Liturgy of the Word with Baptism 10:00 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

ORGAN PRELUDE 

 

GATHERING HYMN 506 Praise the Spirit in Creation                                                          Finnian 

 
 



 

 
 
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
There is one Body and one Spirit; 
There is one hope in God's call to us; 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
One God and Father of all. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the promised gift of your Holy 
Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the 
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
THE LESSON                     
 
A Reading from the Book of Acts                                                                                     Acts 2:1-21  
            

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in 
our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of 
power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and 
said, "They are filled with new wine." 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 

only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

`In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. 

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 

And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' " 

 
 
THE RESPONSE                                                                       Psalm 104:25-35, 37 

Benedic, anima mea 



25 O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 
in wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures. 

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea 
with its living things too many to number, * 
creatures both small and great. 

27 There move the ships, 
and there is that Leviathan, * 
which you have made for the sport of it. 

28 All of them look to you * 
to give them their food in due season. 

29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
you take away their breath, 
and they die and return to their dust. 

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
and so you renew the face of the earth. 

32 May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; * 
may the LORD rejoice in all his works. 

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

34 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; * 
I will praise my God while I have my being. 

35 May these words of mine please him; * 
I will rejoice in the LORD. 

37 Bless the LORD, O my soul. * 
Hallelujah! 

 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN 17 SSH Loving Spirit                                                Omni die  

 

 
 

                                                                                           



 
 

 

Please stand as you are able 

 
THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John                                                                             15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth 
who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me 
from the beginning. 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him who sent 
me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled 
your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world 
wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler 
of this world has been condemned. 

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you 
the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the 
Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 

THE PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATE 

The people remain seated as the candidate, parents, and godparents gather at the chancel stairs. 

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 
Parents and Godparents say:  
 
I present Avery to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 
To the parents and godparents: 
 
Will you be responsible for seeing that Avery is brought up in the Christian faith and life?  I will, with God's help. 
 
Will you by your prayers and witness help Avery to grow into the full stature of Christ?  I will, with God's help. 
 



Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?  I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?  I renounce them. 
 
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?  I do. 
 
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?  I do. 
 
Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?  I do. 
 
All stand as they are able. To the people: 
 
 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support Avery in her life in Christ?  We will. 
 
Let us join with Avery who is committing herself to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third 

day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers?  I will, with 
God's help. 
 
 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?  I will, with God's help. 
 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?  I will, with God's help. 
 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?  I will, with God's help. 
  
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?  I will, with God's 
help. 
 
Let us now pray for Jack who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
 
The intercessor leads the prayers. 

 
Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Open her heart to your grace and truth.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Send her into the world in witness to your love.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Priest: Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his 



resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
THE THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it 
you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the 
baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
 
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and 
born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE BAPTISM 
 
Avery is baptized with water and the following words: 
 
Avery, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Avery is anointed with Chrism and the following words: 
 
You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the 
forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an 
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy 
and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share 
with us in his eternal priesthood. 
 
 
ANTHEM  Welcome to the family      Words and music by Debby Kerner 
    
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                                            BCP, Form III 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, including our siblings in the Evelyn Underhill District: St. George’s, 
Maplewood; Grace, Madison; St. Paul’s, Chatham; Christ Church, Short Hills; and Calvary, Summit.   
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you. We pray for Cross Roads, a place of formation 
and transformation; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 



We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, including Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our Bishop Diocesan; Paula, 
our Rector; and Karen, Deacon in your Church; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, including Joseph, our President, Kamala, our 
Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor; We pray for an end to violence everywhere, especially the violence done in your 
name.  We pray for a peaceful resolution to the conflict in the Holy Land;  
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake.  We pray for our partners in ministry: Family Promise of Essex 
County, North Porch, Apostles’ House, and First Friends; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially 
 
Ian Janeczko    The McManus Family    Donna Riggi 
The Blanchard Family   Bernard and Nathan    Peggy Thompson 
The Fitzgerald Family  Felder Dorn     Jim Freeman 
Lucille B.    Jack Moreno     Ron Best 
The May Family   Mary Jo Zarance 
 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
Please add your intercessions, either silently or aloud. 

 
Loving God, racism and gun violence wreak havoc in this country, disrupting your vision of a beloved community.  Today 
we remember those killed or injured this week, all of whom are your children, created in your image:  
 
         For the 392 known to be killed and 857 known to be injured in 1175 incidents between May 13th to May 19th. 
 
We remember their families, friends, and neighbors whose lives are forever changed.  Forgiving God, we remember, too, 
those who have perpetrated this violence and ask that you help us to remember that they, too, are your beloved, whose 
brokenness you can heal.   
 

Loving and Forgiving God, heal and transform our broken hearts.  Inspire us to act to end this violence against your 
beloved children. 
 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect 
 

Generous God, you have blessed us with abundant sustenance and opportunity. We humbly pray that we may always 
prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will.  Bless this nation with honorable industry, sound 
learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil 
way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought together from many kindreds and 
tongues. Imbue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom we entrust the authority of government, that there may be 
justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we may share the blessings of living by our faith in 
you with all the nations of the earth.  In times of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in times of trouble let 
our hope be in your grace; all this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.                          BCP page 820, adapted 

 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 



Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
THE BLESSING                                                        The Book of Occasional Services 
 
May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and to proclaim the 
wonderful works of God; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always.  Amen. 
                                
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SENDING HYMN  
Hymn 32 SSH  Every Time I Feel The Spirit                                                     Spiritual 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the grace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 
 

 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues.  Giving in faith as we live our 
faith is as important as ever. 

 
There will be no passing of the offering plate.  The plate will be on the table at the beginning of the center aisle, near the choir 
loft.  Please place your pledge or other giving there.  If you forget to do so at the beginning of the service, please hand it to the 

usher as you leave. 
 

You may also give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 119 Main Street, 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


Millburn, NJ 07041 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  
All events are virtual unless otherwise noted; details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter. 
 
5/23 – 12 PM – Coffee Hour 
5/23 - 1 PM - Reading with the Rector 
5/30 - 10 AM - Sunday Worship 
5/30 - 12 PM - Coffee Hour 
 
Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland, Steve Moran 
Music Director:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker      
Lectors:  Shaun Landers, Barbara Riedel      
Usher:  Eric Maurer 
Screener:  Kim Williams        
Vocalists:  Kira Hanson, Peter Wick      

         

 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen’s Church 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, and believers 

find a comfortable place in our midst.” 
  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

 
Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden 

Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer 
Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery; Steve Moran 

Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 
  

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 



973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


