______________________________________________________________________________
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here, whether you are with us
in the building or joining us from home. We invite you to enter fully into worship by joining in the
prayers, responses (The people speak the words in bold.), and singing the gathering and sending
hymns. If you are with us in the building, we ask that you join us in showing love for one another
by remaining masked at all times and refraining from any physical contact with those outside your
household. Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966.

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, June 20, 2021
Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Gather
We come together to praise God.

ORGAN PRELUDE
Please stand in body or in spirit

GATHERING HYMN O for a thousand tongues to sing

Azmon

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. Glory to God for ever and ever.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GLORIA

God be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never fail to help
and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your lovingkindness; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
FOR THE DIVERSITY OF RACES AND CULTURES

BCP 840

O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races
and cultures in this world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us
your presence in those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect
in our love for all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Word
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts.
Please be seated for the readings, standing as you are able for the sequence hymn and Gospel

THE LESSON
A reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians

6:1-13

As we work together with Christ, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he
says,

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no
obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants
of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights,
hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful
speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and
for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as
impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see-- we
are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. There is no
restriction in our affections, but only in yours. In return-- I speak as to children-- open wide
your hearts also.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, *
and his mercy endures for ever.
2 Let all those whom the LORD has redeemed proclaim *
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.
3 He gathered them out of the lands; *
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
23 Some went down to the sea in ships *
and plied their trade in deep waters;
24 They beheld the works of the LORD *
and his wonders in the deep.
25 Then he spoke, and a stormy wind arose, *
which tossed high the waves of the sea.
26 They mounted up to the heavens and fell back to the depths; *
their hearts melted because of their peril.
27 They reeled and staggered like drunkards *
and were at their wits' end.

Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32

28 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, *
and he delivered them from their distress.
29 He stilled the storm to a whisper *
and quieted the waves of the sea.
30 Then were they glad because of the calm, *
and he brought them to the harbor they were bound for.
31 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy *
and the wonders he does for his children.
32 Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people *
and praise him in the council of the elders.

THE GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ

4:35-41

When evening had come, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go across to the other side.” And
leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were
with him. A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was
already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up
and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” He woke up and rebuked the
wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm.
He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great
awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Please be seated

THE SERMON

The Rev. Paula J. Toland

Please stand in body or in spirit

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and

was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

adapted from Intercessions Year B by G.Wolf

Let us commend ourselves to God in every way as we offer our prayers and thanksgivings,
responding to each petition by saying, “Lord, hear our prayer.”
That we may be a community of service, joining with Jesus in reaching out to our neighbor,
reflecting his saving and transforming ministry; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Carlye, Bishop of our diocese, that we may honor their
episcopal and apostolic ministry and join with them in shepherding humanity to fields that yield
a fruitful harvest for all people; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For Paula, our Rector, and Karen, Deacon in your Church, that they may be faithful ministers of
your Word and Sacraments as they answer your call to be among your people.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
That peace may flow throughout the nations of the world, bringing freedom and opportunity to
the oppressed of all nations; for an end to violence everywhere, especially the violence done in
your name. We pray for a peaceful resolution to the conflict in the Holy Land.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For all who govern or hold authority in the nations of the world, including Joseph, our President,
Kamala, our Vice-President, and Philip, our Governor, that they would be guided by your vision
of justice, mercy, and equality; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
That a holiness of spirit may prevail amongst the members of our churches, so that humility may
override ambition and power, and the good of the common life be honored over the desire for
personal gain; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.

For young people during these summer months, that through play and study, work and travel,
their curiosity for life may be aroused, and a sense of wonderment spring forth from their hearts
and minds; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For those who have given their life on the battlefield of war, that they and all the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God, may rest in peace; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Christ has overcome our fear, so that in confidence we may continue our prayers.
Loving God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, including our siblings in the Evelyn Underhill
District: St. George’s, Maplewood; Grace, Madison; St. Paul’s, Chatham; Christ Church, Short Hills;
and Calvary, Summit.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For our partners in ministry: Family Promise of Essex County, North Porch, Apostles’ House, and
First Friends; that together we might participate in the realization of your dream for your people.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially
Ian Janeczko
The Blanchard Family
The Fitzgerald Family
Lucille B.
The May Family
Kelly Olson

The McManus Family
Bernard and Nathan
Felder Dorn
Jack Moreno
Mary Jo Zarance

Donna Riggi
Peggy Thompson
Jim Freeman
Ron Best
Joseph G.

Loving God, hear our prayer.
Loving God, racism and gun violence wreak havoc in this country, disrupting your vision of a
beloved community. Today we remember those killed or injured this week, all of whom are your
children, created in your image.
For the known 354 to be killed and the known 920 to be injured in 1145 incidents between
June 10th to June 16th, and for those who shot them; we mourn the reality that there are
too many to name now.
We remember their families, friends, and neighbors, whose lives are forever changed.
Forgiving God, we remember, too, those who have perpetrated this violence and ask that you
help us to remember that they, too, are your beloved, whose brokenness you can heal.
Loving and Forgiving God, heal and transform our broken hearts. Inspire us to act to end this

violence against your beloved children.

Prayer for Father’s Day

The Rev. Paula J. Toland, June 2019

Dear God, we thank you for the gift of life and love. We thank you, too, for the gift of paternal
love modeled for us by Joseph and so many others, who show what it is to use their strength
and their wisdom to love and care for a child. We are so very grateful for the love of men in our
lives today who follow their examples in their love for the children they birth, adopt, or foster,
as well as all who choose to love and nurture a child to become their best, most authentic self.
We ask an awareness of your loving compassion for all whose fathers could not love them in this
way, whether because of illness or death, or any other stress or absence. For all men who
desire to be fathers but encounter any obstacle, give them courage and strength in this difficult
time. For all those men who have loved and nurtured, only to lose, a child of any age, we ask
you to bless their hearts and lives with peace. We ask this same blessing for those who have
said their final goodbyes to the loving and nurturing men in their lives. In your name we pray.
Amen.
The Presider offers a concluding Collect

Holy God, faithful and unchanging: enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth,
and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may truly worship you,
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
THE PEACE
We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our households.
This is a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament.

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.
Table
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet.
Please be seated for the setting of the Table. There will be no passing of the plate, though we invite you to
place your offering in the plate before you leave. Please stand in body or in spirit for the Doxology and
remain standing until the Administration of Communion.

THE DOXOLOGY
All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Eucharistic Prayer B

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me."
Therefore, according to his command, O God,
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with St. Stephen and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of
the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and
for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Body and Blood of Christ. Behold what you are. Become what you receive.
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing.
Please come to steps of the chancel to receive the bread, keeping six feet between households.
Remain masked until you return to your seat and then lift your mask to consume the bread.
Please stand in body or in spirit

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER

EOW 70

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven,
healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of
Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Sending
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world.
Please be seated

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE BLESSING

EOW 70 (Celtic)

God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be upon you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, now
and always. Amen.
Our Sending Hymn today is sung in honor of Juneteenth, the commemoration of the end of
slavery in the United States. “Often referred to as ‘The Black National Anthem,’ Lift Every Voice

and Sing was a hymn written as a poem by NAACP leader James Weldon Johnson in 1900. His
brother John Rosamond Johnson (1873-1954), composed the music for the lyrics. A choir of
500 school children at the segregated Stanton School, where James Weldon John was principal,
first performed the song in public in Jacksonville, Florida to celebrate President Abraham
Lincoln’s birthday. At the turn of the 20th century, Johnson’s lyrics eloquently captured the
solemn yet hopeful appeal for the liberty of Black Americans. Set against the religious
invocation of God and the promise of freedom, the song was later adopted by NAACP and
prominently used as a rallying cry during the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s.”
(From www.naacp.org)
SENDING HYMN Lift every voice and sing

Lift Every Voice

DISMISSAL
Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth rejoicing in the love of the Risen Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
ORGAN POSTLUDE

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues.
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever.
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Upcoming Events
All events are virtual unless otherwise noted; details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter.
6/20 – Father’s Day
6/20 – 11 AM – Coffee Hour
6/20 – 11:30 AM - Vestry Meeting
6/21 – Preschool Graduation – 10 AM
6/22 – 7:30 PM – Sacred Ground
6/26 – Diocesan Convention
6/27 – 10 AM Worship
6/27 – 11 AM - Coffee Hour

Liturgical Stewardship
Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland
Tech Verger: Ron Toland
Music Director: Kim Williams
Organist: John Schucker
Lectors: Kira Hanson, Ladi Owolabi
Usher: Pete Soltys
Screener: Irene Poirier

St. Stephen’s Church
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers,
doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.”
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327
Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker
Members of the Vestry
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden
Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer
Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery; Steve Moran
Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk
If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org.

