
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here, whether you are with us 
in the building or joining us from home.  We invite you to enter fully into worship by joining in the 
prayers and responses. If you are with us in the building, we ask that you join us in showing our 
love for each other by refraining from any singing and by following the current health and safety 
guidelines. Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 

 
           

 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, June 13, 2021 
Liturgy of the Word  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORGAN PRELUDE   

 

GATHERING HYMN  SSH 11 For the Beauty of the Earth                                                                     Dix 

 

 

 

 

 



Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his Kingdom, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GLORIA 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your 
grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for 
the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.  Amen 

 

THE LESSON                    

A reading from the Book of 2 Corinthians                                                             5:6-10, 11-13, 14-17 

We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or 



away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, 
whether good or evil. 
 

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are 
well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are 
not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, 
so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the 
heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 
For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 
therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we 
regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a 
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is 
a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
      
 
THE RESPONSE                                                                                                                                Psalm 20 
Exaudiat te Dominus 

1 May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble, * 
the Name of the God of Jacob defend you; 

2 Send you help from his holy place * 
and strengthen you out of Zion; 

3 Remember all your offerings * 
and accept your burnt sacrifice; 

4 Grant you your heart's desire * 
and prosper all your plans. 

5 We will shout for joy at your victory 
and triumph in the Name of our God; * 
may the LORD grant all your requests. 

6 Now I know that the LORD gives victory to his anointed; * 
he will answer him out of his holy heaven, 
with the victorious strength of his right hand. 

7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, * 
but we will call upon the Name of the LORD our God. 

8 They collapse and fall down, * 
but we will arise and stand upright. 



9 O LORD, give victory to the king * 
and answer us when we call. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN   “Your kingdom come!” Great God, we pray                                             Old 100th 

 

1. “Your kingdom come!” great God, we pray 
Your rule be our delight and goal. 
Stretch love and justice in our day 
From east to west and pole to pole. 

2. On earth your will be rightly done, 
Your law, our focus and our frame, 
As we become more nearly one 
With Christ, who calls us each by name. 

3. O God, forgive our pride and greed. 
Wash clean our hearts to do your will. 
Stir us awake to human need, 
So may our lives your plan fulfill. 

4. In confidence we hope and pray. 
We long to see your reign full-blown. 
All discord past, our joy to say, 
“Yours is the kingdom! Yours alone!” 

From A Singing Faith. Words 1983 Jane Parker Huber.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-
707966. 

 

THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark                  4:26-34 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not 
know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in 
the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest 
has come.” 



He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 
for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all 
the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, 
and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did 
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his 
disciples. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
THE SERMON  The Reverend Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
 

NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 



        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
  
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                 BCP, Form III 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, including our siblings in the Evelyn Underhill 
District: St. George’s, Maplewood; Grace, Madison; St. Paul’s, Chatham; Christ Church, Short Hills; 
and Calvary, Summit.   
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you. We pray for Cross Roads, 
a place of formation and transformation; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, including Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our 
Bishop Diocesan; Paula, our Rector; and Karen, Deacon in your Church; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, including Joseph, our 
President, Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor; We pray for an end to violence 
everywhere, especially the violence done in your name. We pray for a peaceful resolution to the 
conflict in the Holy Land; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake.  We pray for our partners in ministry: Family 
Promise of Essex County, North Porch, Apostles’ House, and First Friends; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially: 
Ian Janeczko    The McManus Family    Donna Riggi 
The Blanchard Family   Bernard and Nathan    Peggy Thompson 
The Fitzgerald Family  Felder Dorn     Jim Freeman 
Lucille B.    Jack Moreno     Ron Best 
The May Family   Mary Jo Zarance   Joseph G. 
Kelly Olson 



That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
Please add your intercessions, either silently or aloud. 

 
Loving God, racism and gun violence wreak havoc in this country, disrupting your vision of a 
beloved community. Today we remember those killed or injured this week, all of whom are your 
children, created in your image: 
 

For the 371 known to be killed and 769 known to be injured in 1150 incidents between 
June 3rd and June 9th, we mourn the reality that there are too many to name now.  

 

We remember their families, friends, and neighbors, whose lives are forever changed. 
Forgiving God, we remember, too, those who have perpetrated this violence and ask that you 
help us to remember that they, too, are your beloved, whose brokenness you can heal. 
 

Loving and Forgiving God, heal and transform our broken hearts.  Inspire us to act to end this 
violence against our neighbors and your vision of beloved community. 
 

Generous God, you have blessed us with abundant sustenance and opportunity. We humbly 
pray that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your 
will.  Bless this nation with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from 
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our 
liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought together from many 
kindreds and tongues. Imbue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom we entrust the authority 
of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to 
your law, we may share the blessings of living by our faith in you with all the nations of the 
earth.  In times of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in times of trouble let our 
hope be in your grace; all this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.         
                                                                                                                                   BCP page 820, adapted 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE BLESSING                
 
SENDING HYMN  Bring forth the kingdom                                                                         Marty Haugen                                                         
 

 



 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 
Alleluia, alleluia.  Let us go forth rejoicing in the love of the Risen Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE  
      

    

 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues.  
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


Upcoming Events  
All events are virtual unless otherwise noted; details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter. 
 
6/13 – Guest Officiant – The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
6/13 – 12 PM – Coffee Hour 
6/13 – 3 PM – Evensong, David P. Hegg III Lifetime Achievement Awards 
6/16 – 7:30 PM - Finance Committee Meeting 
6/17 – 7 PM - Preschool Committee Meeting 
6/19 – Christine’s Kitchen 
6/20 – Father’s Day 
6/20 – 10 AM – Worship 
6/20 – 11 AM – Coffee Hour 
6/20 – 11:30 AM - Vestry Meeting 
 
 

 

 

Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
Music Director and Vocalist:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker      
Lectors:  Barbara Churchill, Barbara Riedel      
Usher:  Steve Moran 
Screener:  Maryalice Chech       
      
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Stephen’s Church 

“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, 
doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

  
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 

Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 
 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 
Members of the Vestry 

Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden 
Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer 

Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery; Steve Moran 
Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

  
If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 

973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


