______________________________________________________________________________
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here, whether you are with us
in the building or joining us from home. We invite you to enter fully into worship by joining in the
prayers, responses (The people speak the words in bold.) and singing the gathering and sending
hymns. If you are with us in the building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for one
another by remaining masked at all times and refraining from any physical contact with those
outside your household. Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966
Today we welcome some of the staff of Cross Roads Camp & Retreat Center, who will teach us a
couple of camp songs and talk about the amazing summer programming for children, youth, and
families. Our usual order of service has been adjusted to make time for these special guests.

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 11, 2021
Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Gather
We come together to praise God.
ORGAN PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand as you are able

GATHERING HYMN

Come, thou fount of every blessing

Nettleton

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. Glory to God for ever and ever.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GLORIA

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may
know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully
to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Word
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts.
Please be seated for the readings, standing as you are able for the sequence hymn and Gospel

THE PSALM

Psalm 24

1 The earth is the LORD's and all that is in it, *
the world and all who dwell therein.
2 For it is he who founded it upon the seas *
and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep.
3 "Who can ascend the hill of the LORD? " *
and who can stand in his holy place?"
4 "Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, *
who have not pledged themselves to falsehood,
nor sworn by what is a fraud.
5 They shall receive a blessing from the LORD *
and a just reward from the God of their salvation."
6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, *
of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.
7 Lift up your heads, O gates;
lift them high, O everlasting doors; *
and the King of glory shall come in.
8 "Who is this King of glory?" *
"The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle."
9 Lift up your heads, O gates;
lift them high, O everlasting doors; *
and the King of glory shall come in.
10 "Who is he, this King of glory?" *
"The LORD of hosts,
he is the King of glory."
Please stand as you are able

THE GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ

6:14-29

King Herod heard of Jesus and his disciples, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some
were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these
powers are at work in him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet,

like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I
beheaded, has been raised.”
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John
had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias
had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John,
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him,
he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of
Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his
guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And
he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my
kingdom.” She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The
head of John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I
want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” The king was
deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse
her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He
went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl.
Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took
his body, and laid it in a tomb.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Please be seated

THE SERMON

The Rev. Paula J. Toland

WELCOME CROSS ROADS STAFF!
Please stand as you are able

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

adapted from Intercessions Year B by G. Wolf

The blessing of forgiveness liberates the soul from darkness, and brings the light of
truth into the world. Thankful for this gift, let us offer our prayers as we respond,
“Loving God, hear our prayer.”
For those who are imprisoned and persecuted for their Christian faith, that they may be granted
courage during their time of trial and that the hearts of their persecutors may soften; let us pray
to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For Paula, our Rector, and Karen, Deacon in your Church, that they may be faithful ministers of
your Word and Sacraments as they answer your call to be among your people; let us pray to the
Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
That peace may flow throughout the nations of the world, bringing freedom and opportunity to
the oppressed of all nations; for an end to violence everywhere, especially the violence done in
your name. For a peaceful resolution to the conflict in the Holy Land; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, including Joseph, our President,
Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor, that they would be guided by your vision of
justice, mercy, and equality; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For the Church, adopted sons and daughters of our beloved Jesus, that we may provide places
of welcome for those who seek an authentic spiritual life, and who desire to work toward the
promises of God’s kingdom; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For those in jails and prisons, that they may be given the patience to persevere and preserve
relationships with friends and family; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.

For the sick and elderly in hospitals, or nursing facilities, that they may receive respectful and
loving care from those who attend to their needs; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For the dying and the departed, that they may have rest eternal; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Leaving ill will and discontent behind, and offering praise for all God’s enduring charity, let us
continue our prayers.
Loving God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, including our siblings in the Evelyn Underhill
District: St. George’s, Maplewood; Grace, Madison; St. Paul’s, Chatham; Christ Church, Short Hills;
and Calvary, Summit; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For our partners in ministry: Family Promise of Essex County, North Porch, Apostles’ House, and
First Friends; that together we might participate in the realization of your dream for your people;
let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially
Ian Janeczko
The Blanchard Family
The Fitzgerald Family
Lucille B.
The May Family
Kelly Olson

The McManus Family
Bernard and Nathan
Felder Dorn
Jack Moreno
Mary Jo Zarance
Ruth Pitts

Donna Riggi
Peggy Thompson
Jim Freeman
Ron Best
Joseph G.
Jane Rossiter

Let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Loving God, racism and gun violence wreak havoc in this country, disrupting your vision of a
beloved community. Today we remember those killed or injured this week, all of whom are your
children, created in your image.
For the 458 known to be killed and the 1040 known to be injured in 1253 incidents between
July 1st through July7th , and for those who shot them; we mourn the reality that there are
too many to name now.
We remember their families, friends, and neighbors, whose lives are forever changed.
Forgiving God, we remember, too, those who have perpetrated this violence and ask that you
help us to remember that they, too, are your beloved, whose brokenness you can heal.

Loving and Forgiving God, heal and transform our broken hearts. Inspire us to act to end this
violence against your beloved children.
The Presider offers a concluding Collect

Holy God, faithful and unchanging : enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, and
draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may truly worship you, Creator,
Redeemer, and Sustainer, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our
households. This is a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament.

Table
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet.
Please be seated for the setting of the Table. There will be no passing of the plate, though we invite you to
place your offering in the plate before you leave. Please stand as you are able for the Doxology and
remain standing until the Administration of Communion.

THE DOXOLOGY
All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

EOW Eucharistic Prayer 2

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before
time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into
being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in
your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far
away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you
called us to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest.
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing
servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us,
Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good
news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to
walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and
to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them,
and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a
living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the
world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with St. Stephen and all your saints, from
every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the
foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.
Let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Gifts of God for you, the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you
and all people, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing.
Please come to steps of the chancel to receive the bread, keeping six feet between households.
Remain masked until you return to your seat and then lift your mask to consume the bread.
Please stand as you are able

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven,
healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of
Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Sending
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world.
Please be seated

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand as you are able

THE BLESSING
God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be upon you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, now
and always. Amen.
SENDING HYMN There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit

Doris Akers

DISMISSAL
Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth rejoicing in the love of the Risen Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

ORGAN POSTLUDE
A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues.
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever.
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041
Upcoming Events
All events are virtual unless otherwise noted; details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter.
7/11 – 10 AM Worship – Crossroads Sunday
7/11 – 11 AM Coffee Hour
7/13 – 7:30 PM – Sacred Ground
7/15 – 7 PM – Preschool Committee
7/18 – 10 AM – Worship
7/18 – 11 AM – Coffee Hour
7/18 – 11:30 – Vestry
Liturgical Stewardship
Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland
Tech Verger: Ron Toland
Music Director: Kim Williams
Organist: John Schucker
Lectors: Kathy Conway, Barbara Churchill
Usher: Eric Maurer
Screener: Irene Poirier
Vocalist: Harriet Jernquist

St. Stephen’s Church
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers,
doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.”
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327
If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org

