______________________________________________________________________________
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here, whether you are with us
in the building or joining us from home. We invite you to enter fully into worship by joining in the
prayers, responses (The people speak the words in bold.) and singing the gathering and sending
hymns. If you are with us in the building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for one
another by remaining masked at all times and refraining from any physical contact with those
outside your household. Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 18, 2021
Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Gather
We come together to praise God.
ORGAN PRELUDE
Please stand as you are able

GATHERING HYMN Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine

Phoebe P. Knapp

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. Glory to God for ever and ever.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GLORIA

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our
ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which
for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness
of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Word
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts.
Please be seated for the readings, standing as you are able for the sequence hymn and Gospel

FIRST LESSON
A reading from the book of 2 Samuel

7:1-14a

When the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house
of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you
have in mind; for the LORD is with you.”
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David:
Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have
been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all
the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts:
I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel;
and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the
earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more,
as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make

you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise
up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his
kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE
Tunc locutus es
20 I have found David my servant; *
with my holy oil have I anointed him.
21 My hand will hold him fast *
and my arm will make him strong.
22 No enemy shall deceive him, *
nor any wicked man bring him down.
23 I will crush his foes before him *
and strike down those who hate him.
24 My faithfulness and love shall be with him, *
and he shall be victorious through my Name.
25 I shall make his dominion extend *
from the Great Sea to the River.
26 He will say to me, 'You are my Father, *
my God, and the rock of my salvation.'
27 I will make him my firstborn *
and higher than the kings of the earth.
28 I will keep my love for him for ever, *
and my covenant will stand firm for him.
29 I will establish his line for ever *
and his throne as the days of heaven."
30 "If his children forsake my law *
and do not walk according to my judgments;
31 If they break my statutes *
and do not keep my commandments;

Psalm 89:20-37

32 I will punish their transgressions with a rod *
and their iniquities with the lash;
33 But I will not take my love from him, *
nor let my faithfulness prove false.
34 I will not break my covenant, *
nor change what has gone out of my lips.
35 Once for all I have sworn by my holiness: *
'I will not lie to David.
36 His line shall endure for ever *
and his throne as the sun before me;
37 It shall stand fast for evermore like the moon, *
the abiding witness in the sky.' "
SECOND LESSON
A reading from Ephesians

2:11-22

Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those
who are called “the circumcision” —a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human
hands— remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.
He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile
both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility
through it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those
who were near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also
members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually
into a dwelling place for God.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ

6:30-34, 53-56

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He
said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many
were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the
boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized them,
and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went
ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like
sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat.
When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed about that
whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And
wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces,
and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it
were healed.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Please be seated

THE SERMON

The Rev. Paula J. Toland

Please stand as you are able

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

adapted from Intercessions Year B by G. Wolf

Let us offer our prayers in the Name of Jesus, the righteous branch of David’s line, responding to
each petition by saying, “Loving God, hear our prayer.”
In thanksgiving for those who tend to the needs of the sick and suffering; may they minister from
the strength of Christ’s healing power, and reveal the light of hope that never fades away; for this
we pray.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who revealed God’s goodness and mercy to their
children, and their children’s children; may they dwell in the house of the Lord forever; for this
we pray.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving for the gift of our baptismal calling; may we rehearse the vows we have made and
live into their promises; for this we pray.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving for Paula, our Rector, and Karen, Deacon in your Church, that they may be faithful
ministers of your Word and Sacraments as they answer your call to be among your people; let us
pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving for peace throughout the nations of the world, bringing freedom and opportunity
to the oppressed of all nations; for an end to violence everywhere, especially the violence done
in your name. For a peaceful resolution to the conflict in the Holy Land; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, including Joseph,
our President, Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor, and all who serve the
common good of our country and the peoples of the world; may they strive for righteousness and
justice in their important far-reaching decisions; for this we pray.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving for those women and men who bear witness to the faith through Episcopal and
Anglican religious orders; may there be an increase in vocations to this way of life, and may they
continue to witness God’s sacrificial love; for this we pray.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For those in jails and prisons, that they may be given the patience to persevere and preserve
relationships with friends and family; for this we pray.
Loving God, hear our prayer.

In thanksgiving for the beauty and mystery of the universe, its brilliant array of color, and its aweinspiring movement of things beyond our imagination; for this we pray.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
As members of the household of faith, and citizens of God’s kingdom, let us continue our prayers
and petitions.
Loving God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, including our siblings in the Evelyn Underhill
District: St. George’s, Maplewood; Grace, Madison; St. Paul’s, Chatham; Christ Church, Short Hills;
and Calvary, Summit; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For our partners in ministry: Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center, Family Promise of Essex
County, North Porch, Apostles’ House, and First Friends; that together we might participate in the
realization of your dream for your people; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially
Ian Janeczko
The Blanchard Family
The Fitzgerald Family
Lucille B.
The May Family
Kelly Olson

The McManus Family
Bernard and Nathan
Felder Dorn
Jack Moreno
Mary Jo Zarance
Ruth Pitts

Donna Riggi
Peggy Thompson
Jim Freeman
Jane Rossiter
Joseph G.

Let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving for the life of your beloved child, Ronald Best, who has entered into greater glory,
and for all who love him and mourn his passing.
Let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Loving God, racism and gun violence wreak havoc in this country, disrupting your vision of a
beloved community. Today we remember those killed or injured this week, all of whom are your
children, created in your image.
For the 333 known to be killed and the 738 known to be injured in 1050 incidents between
July 7th and July 14th , and for those who shot them; we mourn the reality that there are
too many to name now.
We remember their families, friends, and neighbors, whose lives are forever changed.

Forgiving God, we remember, too, those who have perpetrated this violence and ask that you
help us to remember that they, too, are your beloved, whose brokenness you can heal.
Loving and Forgiving God, heal and transform our broken hearts. Inspire us to act to end this
violence against your beloved children.
The Presider offers a concluding Collect

Holy God, faithful and unchanging : enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, and
draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may truly worship you, Creator,
Redeemer, and Sustainer, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our households.
This is a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament.

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

All I ever have to be
Soloists: Kira Hanson and Peter Wick

Amy Grant

Table
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet.
Please be seated for the setting of the Table. There will be no passing of the plate, though we invite you to
place your offering in the plate before you leave. Please stand as you are able for the Doxology and
remain standing until the Administration of Communion.

THE DOXOLOGY
All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

EOW EP2

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before
time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into

being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in
your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far
away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you
called us to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest.
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing
servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us,
Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good
news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to
walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and
to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them,
and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a
living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the
world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with St. Stephen and all your saints, from
every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the
foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.
Let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Gifts of God for you, the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you
and all people, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing.
Please come to steps of the chancel to receive the bread, keeping six feet between households.
Remain masked until you return to your seat and then lift your mask to consume the bread.
Please stand as you are able

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven,
healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of
Christ our Saviour. Amen
Sending
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world.
Please be seated

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE BLESSING
God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be upon you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, now
and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Lead me, guide me along the way

DISMISSAL
Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth rejoicing in the love of the Risen Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

ORGAN POSTLUDE

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues.
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever.
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Upcoming Events
All events are virtual unless otherwise noted; details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter.
7/18 – 10 AM Worship
7/18 – 11 AM Coffee Hour
7/18 – 11:30 – Vestry
7/21 – 7:30 PM – Finance Committee

Liturgical Stewardship
Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland
Tech Verger: Ron Toland
Music Director: Kim Williams
Organist: John Schucker
Lectors: Kathy Conway, Barbara Churchill
Usher: Eric Maurer
Screener: Irene Poirier
Soloists: Kira Hanson and Peter Wick

St. Stephen’s Church
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers,
doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.”
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327

