______________________________________________________________________________
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here, whether you are with us
in the building or joining us from home. We invite you to enter fully into worship by joining in the
prayers and responses (the people speak the word in bold). If you are with us in the building, we
ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by refraining from any singing and by
following the current health and safety guidelines. Streaming music is by permission under
OneLicense.net A-707966.

Ninth Sunday after Pentacost
Sunday, July 25, 2021
Liturgy of the Word

Gather
We come together to praise God.
ORGAN PRELUDE
WELCOME

GATHERING HYMN
I come with joy to meet my Lord

Land of Rest

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. Glory to God for ever and ever.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GLORIA

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass
through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Word
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts.
Please be seated for the readings, standing as you are able for the sequence hymn and Gospel.

THE LESSON
A Reading from the second Book of Kings

4:42-44

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God:
twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people
and let them eat.” But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he
repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, ‘They shall eat and
have some left.’” He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word
of the Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE
Exaltabo te, Deus
10 All your works praise you, O Lord, *
and your faithful servants bless you.
11 They make known the glory of your kingdom *
and speak of your power;
12 That the peoples may know of your power *
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *
your dominion endures throughout all ages.
14 The Lord is faithful in all his words *
and merciful in all his deeds.
15 The Lord upholds all those who fall; *
he lifts up those who are bowed down.
16 The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, *
and you give them their food in due season.
17 You open wide your hand *
and satisfy the needs of every living creature.
18 The Lord is righteous in all his ways *
and loving in all his works.
19 The Lord is near to those who call upon him, *
to all who call upon him faithfully.

Psalm 145:10-19

THE GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, Lord Christ

6:1-21

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd
kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the
mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was
near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip,
“Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself
knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough
bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said
to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among
so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass
in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when
he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as
they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over,
so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five
barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the
sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the
world.”
When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he
withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the
sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became rough
because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw
Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them,
“It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat
reached the land toward which they were going.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Please be seated.

THE SERMON

The Rev. Paula J. Toland

Please stand as you are able.

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

adapted from Intercessions Year B by G. Wolf

Let us walk through the Gate of the Redeemed, praising God, and offering our
prayers, responding to each petition by saying, “Savior, be with us.”
That we may praise God for the spiritual and material treasures that have been so
freely bestowed upon us, and share them generously with all in need; let us pray to
the Lord.
Savior, be with us.
For Paula, our Rector, and Karen, Deacon in your Church, that they may be faithful ministers of
your Word and Sacraments as they answer your call to be among your people; let us pray to the
Lord.
Savior, be with us.
For bakers and cooks, wait staff and chefs, those who serve in food banks and
soup kitchens, Eucharistic ministers throughout the Church, and all who reveal
God’s abundant love through the care and feeding of others; let us pray to the Lord.
Savior, be with us.

For all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, including Joseph, our
President, Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor, that they would be guided by
your vision of justice, mercy, and equality; let us pray to the Lord.
Savior, be with us.
In thanksgiving for peacemakers and missionaries who serve in the neediest
nations and communities, that they may be renewed by the prayers of the faithful,
and receive strength for their ministry; let us pray to the Lord.
Savior, be with us.
That marriages may be strengthened through the power of the blessed Trinity, and
relationships healed through sacrificial love and forgiveness; let us pray to the Lord.
Savior, be with us.
That we may conserve our farmlands, consume the food we purchase, and care for
the resources from which the fruits of the earth spring forth; let us pray to the Lord.
Savior, be with us.
For the faithful servants who have departed this life; may they join the glorious
company of saints, who feast at God’s heavenly banquet; let us pray to the Lord.
Savior, be with us.
Loving God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, including our siblings in the Evelyn Underhill
District: St. George’s, Maplewood; Grace, Madison; St. Paul’s, Chatham; Christ Church, Short
Hills; and Calvary, Summit; let us pray to the Lord.
Savior, be with us.
For our partners in ministry: Cross Roads, Family Promise Essex County, North Porch, Apostles’
House, and First Friends; that together we might participate in the realization of your dream for
your people; let us pray to the Lord.
Savior, be with us.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially
Ian Janeczko
The Blanchard Family
The Fitzgerald Family
Lucille B.
Mary Jo Zarance
Ruth Pitts
Matthew Price

The McManus Family
Bernard and Nathan
Felder Dorn
Jack Moreno
Joseph G.
Greg Shuss

Donna Riggi
Peggy Thompson
Jim Freeman
The May Family
Kelly Olson
Linda Moran

Let us pray to the Lord.
Savior, be with us.
Loving God, racism and gun violence wreak havoc in this country, disrupting your vision of a
beloved community. Today we remember those killed or injured this week, all of whom are your
children, created in your image.

For the known 365 to be killed and the known 881 to be injured in 1050 incidents between to
July 15th and July 21st, and for those who shot them; we mourn the reality that there are too
many to name now.
We remember their families, friends, and neighbors, whose lives are forever changed.
Forgiving God, we remember, too, those who have perpetrated this violence and ask that you
help us to remember that they, too, are your beloved, whose brokenness you can heal.
Loving and Forgiving God, heal and transform our broken hearts. Inspire us to act to end this
violence against your beloved children.
The Presider offers a concluding Collect
Holy God, faithful and unchanging : enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, and
draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may truly worship you, Creator,
Redeemer, and Sustainer, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE BLESSING
SENDING HYMN How great Thou art

(Swedish folk melody)

THE DISMISSAL
Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth rejoicing in the love of the Risen Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
ORGAN POSTLUDE

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues.
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever.
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041

Upcoming Events
All events are virtual unless otherwise noted; details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter.

7/25 - 10 AM - Sunday Worship
8/1 - 10 AM - Sunday Worship
8/1 - 11 AM - Coffee Hour

Liturgical Stewardship
Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland
Tech Verger: Ron Toland
Music Director: Kim Williams
Organist: John Schucker
Lectors: Shaun Landers, Ladi Owolabi
Usher: Steve Moran
Screener: Barbara Riedel
Vocalists: Kira Hanson, Peter Wick

St. Stephen’s Church
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers,
doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.”
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327
Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker
Members of the Vestry
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden
Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer
Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery;
Steve Moran; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk
If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org.

