______________________________________________________________________________
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here, whether you are with us
in the building or joining us from home. We invite you to enter fully into worship by joining in the
prayers, responses (The people speak the words in bold.) and singing the gathering and sending
hymns. If you are with us in the building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for one
another by remaining masked at all times and refraining from any physical contact with those
outside your household. Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966.

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 4, 2021
Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Gather
We come together to praise God.
ORGAN PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand in body and spirit

GATHERING HYMN As we gather at your table

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. Glory to God for ever and ever.

Beach Spring

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GLORIA

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant
us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united
to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Word
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts.
Please be seated for the readings, standing as you are able for the sequence hymn and Gospel

THE LESSON
A reading from the Second Book of Samuel

5:1-5, 9-10

All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, “Look, we are your bone and
flesh. For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel and

brought it in. The LORD said to you: It is you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you
who shall be ruler over Israel.” So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and
King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed
David king over Israel. David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned
forty years. At Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and at Jerusalem
he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years.
David occupied the stronghold, and named it the city of David. David built the city all
around from the Millo inwards. And David became greater and greater, for the LORD, the
God of hosts, was with him.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE
Magnus Dominus
Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised; *
in the city of our God is his holy hill.
2 Beautiful and lofty, the joy of all the earth, is the hill of Zion, *
the very center of the world and the city of the great King.
3 God is in her citadels; *
he is known to be her sure refuge.
4 Behold, the kings of the earth assembled *
and marched forward together.
5 They looked and were astounded; *
they retreated and fled in terror.
6 Trembling seized them there; *
they writhed like a woman in childbirth,
like ships of the sea when the east wind shatters them.
7 As we have heard, so have we seen,
in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God; *
God has established her for ever.
8 We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O God, *
in the midst of your temple.
9 Your praise, like your Name, O God, reaches to the world's end; *
your right hand is full of justice.

Psalm 48

10 Let Mount Zion be glad
and the cities of Judah rejoice, *
because of your judgments.
11 Make the circuit of Zion;
walk round about her; *
count the number of her towers.
12 Consider well her bulwarks;
examine her strongholds; *
that you may tell those who come after.
13 This God is our God for ever and ever; *
he shall be our guide for evermore.

THE GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ

6:1-13

Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath he began to
teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did
this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of
power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother
of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they
took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in
their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” And he could do no
deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them.
And he was amazed at their unbelief.
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send
them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them
to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts;
but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, “Wherever you enter a
house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they
refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony
against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many
demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated

THE SERMON

The Rev. Paula J. Toland

Please stand as you are able

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

adapted from Intercessions Year B by G. Wolf

Come, let us join together in praising God, as we offer our prayers and petitions, responding,
“Loving God, hear our prayer.”
Holy Spirit, pour your generosity into our hearts, that we may reach out to others in love and
service, bringing hope to those living with anxiety and despair, and the bread of life that never
fails to those who are hungry, lonely, and fearful; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, author of creation, the fruits of the earth are beautiful to our eyes, and
delightful to our taste; help us to honor what your hands have fashioned; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For Paula, our Rector, and Karen, Deacon in your Church, that they may be faithful ministers of
your Word and Sacraments as they answer your call to be among your people; let us pray to the
Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.

That peace may flow throughout the nations of the world, bringing freedom and opportunity to
the oppressed of all nations; for an end to violence everywhere, especially the violence done in
your name. For a peaceful resolution to the conflict in the Holy Land; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, including Joseph, our President,
Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor, that they would be guided by your vision of
justice, mercy, and equality; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Jesus, Word made flesh, help us take to heart God’s grace and let us know that it is sufficient for
all our endeavors; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Redeemer of the world, banish the unclean spirits of this generation, that war and deprivation
may cease, aned that through the power of your Holy Spirit the world may receive your
unwavering peace; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Spirt of Truth, help us to see our sins and to dispel their power, that we may turn to your
forgiveness, and bear witness to your liberating love; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Father of all mercies, your breath animated creation; bring eternal life to those who now rest in
faith, that at the last they may rise to the life immortal; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
In the company of angels, archangels, and all the saints, let us continue our prayers.
Loving God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, including our siblings in the Evelyn Underhill
District: St. George’s, Maplewood; Grace, Madison; St. Paul’s, Chatham; Christ Church, Short Hills;
and Calvary, Summit; let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For our partners in ministry: Family Promise of Essex County, North Porch, Apostles’ House, and
First Friends; that together we might participate in the realization of your dream for your people;
let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially
Ian Janeczko
The Blanchard Family
The Fitzgerald Family
Lucille B.

The McManus Family
Bernard and Nathan
Felder Dorn
Jack Moreno

Donna Riggi
Peggy Thompson
Jim Freeman
Ron Best

The May Family
Kelly Olson

Mary Jo Zarance
Ruth Pitts

Joseph G.

Let us pray to the Lord.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Loving God, racism and gun violence wreak havoc in this country, disrupting your vision of a
beloved community. Today we remember those killed or injured this week, all of whom are your
children, created in your image.
For the known 335 to be killed and the known 790 to be injured in 999 incidents between
to June 24th and June 30th, and for those who shot them; we mourn the reality that there
are too many to name now.
We remember their families, friends, and neighbors, whose lives are forever changed.
Forgiving God, we remember, too, those who have perpetrated this violence and ask that you
help us to remember that they, too, are your beloved, whose brokenness you can heal.
Loving and Forgiving God, heal and transform our broken hearts. Inspire us to act to end this
violence against your beloved children.
The Presider offers a concluding Collect

Holy God, faithful and unchanging : enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, and
draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may truly worship you, Creator,
Redeemer, and Sustainer, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our
households. This is a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament.
The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Dwelling Place
Solists: Kira Hanson and Peter Wick

John Foley

Table
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet.
Please be seated for the setting of the Table. There will be no passing of the plate, though we invite you to
leave your offering in the plate before you leave. Please stand as you are able for the Doxology and
remain standing until the Administration of Communion.

THE DOXOLOGY
All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Enriching Our Worship EP2

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before
time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into
being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in
your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far
away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you
called us to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest.
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing
servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us,
Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good
news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to
walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and
to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them,
and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a
living sacrifice.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the
world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with St. Stephen and all your saints, from
every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the
foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.
Let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Body and Blood of Christ. Behold what you are. Become what you receive.
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing.
Please come to steps of the chancel to receive the bread, keeping six feet between households.
Remain masked until you return to your seat and then lift your mask to consume the bread.
Please stand in body or in spirit.

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven,
healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of
Christ our Saviour. Amen.
Sending
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world.
Please be seated

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE BLESSING
God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be upon you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, now

and always. Amen.
SENDING HYMN God of grace and God of glory

Cwm Rhondda

DISMISSAL
Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth rejoicing in the love of the Risen Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
ORGAN POSTLUDE

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues.
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever.
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Upcoming Events
All events are virtual unless otherwise noted; details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter.
7/4 – 10 AM – Worship
7/4 - 11 AM – Coffee Hour
7/11 – 10 AM Worship – Crossroads Sunday
7/11 – 11 AM - Coffee Hour

Liturgical Stewardship
Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland
Tech Verger: Ron Toland
Music Director: Kim Williams
Organist: John Schucker
Lectors: Peter Wick, Kira Hanson
Usher: Pete Soltys
Screener: Irene Poirier
Soloists: Kira Hanson, Peter Wick

