
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here, whether you are with us 

in the building or joining us from home.  We invite you to enter fully into worship by joining in 

the prayers and responses (the people speak the word in bold). If you are with us in the building, 

we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by refraining from any singing and by 

following the current health and safety guidelines. Streaming music is by permission under 

OneLicense.net A-707966. 

 
 
 
 
 
          

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, August 8, 2021 

Liturgy of the Word  
 

 
 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 

ORGAN PRELUDE 

   

WELCOME 

 
 
Please stand in body and spirit 



GATHERING HYMN 
God is love and where true love is                Mandatum 

 



Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. Glory to God for ever and ever. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GLORIA 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, 

who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
  
 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
Please be seated for the readings, standing as you are able for the Gospel. 

 
 

THE LESSON                     
A Reading from Ephesians                                                             4:25-5:2 

Putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members 

of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do 



not make room for the devil. Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work 

honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. Let no 

evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, 

so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 

God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from 

you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 

and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has 

forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
        
 
THE RESPONSE                      Psalm 34:1-8 

Benedicam Dominum 

1 I will bless the Lord at all times; * 

his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 

2 I will glory in the Lord; * 

let the humble hear and rejoice. 

3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; * 

let us exalt his Name together. 

4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me * 

and delivered me out of all my terror. 

5 Look upon him and be radiant, * 

and let not your faces be ashamed. 

6 I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me * 

and saved me from all my troubles. 

7 The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, * 

and he will deliver them. 

8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; * 

happy are they who trust in him! 

 

 
 
 
 
 



THE GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John                                   6:35, 41-51 

Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 

believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

Some of the people began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came 

down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and 

mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” Jesus answered 

them, “Do not complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father 

who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And 

they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to 

me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the 

Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your 

ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes down 

from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from 

heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of 

the world is my flesh.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

THE SERMON  The Rev. Paula J. Toland  

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 

became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 

he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 

has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE               adapted from Intercessions Year B by G. Wolf 
 
Through the prayers of the faithful, which we offer this day, we build up the family of God. Let 

us respond to each petition by saying, “Loving God, hear our prayer.” 

That we may be strengthened by the Bread of Life to proclaim the good news of Jesus, who 

forgives and heals, who teaches and sets free, who is the incarnation of the Father’s love; let us 

pray. 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

For Paula, our Rector, and Karen, Deacon in your Church, that they may be faithful ministers of 

your Word and Sacraments as they answer your call to be among your people; let us pray to 

the Lord. 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

For vestries, committees, councils, and commissions of the Church, that bitterness, wrangling 

and malice may give way to unending forgiveness, and a rededication to the essential mission 

which strengthens our common life; let us pray. 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

For all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, including Joseph, our 

President, Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor, that they would be guided by 

your vision of justice, mercy, and equality; let us pray to the Lord. 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

For peace throughout the world, beginning with our families and neighbors, that the 

reconciliation we seek in others may begin with us; let us pray. 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

That we may imitate Jesus and his disciples by feeding the hungry, healing the sick, teaching the 

faith, giving sacrificially for the relief of others, and bringing to the world a generous foretaste of 

God’s kingdom; let us pray. 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

For those who labor in the tourist industry, for whom the summer months are long and tiring, 

that they may be treated fairly by employers and respectfully by patrons; let us pray. 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 



For those who have died, including Jonathan Cavin, and for all who grieve deeply for the loss of 

loved ones, that the Holy Comforter may enter their hearts and wipe away their tears; let us 

pray. 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

Following in the footsteps of the prophets, apostles, saints, and martyrs, let us continue our 

prayers. 

Loving God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, including our siblings in the Evelyn 

Underhill District: St. George’s, Maplewood; Grace, Madison; St. Paul’s, Chatham; Christ 

Church, Short Hills; and Calvary, Summit; let us pray to the Lord. 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

For our partners in ministry: Cross Roads, Family Promise Essex County, North Porch, 

Apostles’ House, and First Friends; that together we might participate in the realization of your 

dream for your people; let us pray to the Lord. 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially 

Ian Janeczko    The McManus Family    Donna Riggi 

The Blanchard Family   Bernard and Nathan    Peggy Thompson 

The Fitzgerald Family  Felder Dorn     Jim Freeman 

Lucille B.    Jack Moreno     The May Family  

Mary Jo Zarance  Joseph G.    Kelly Olson  

Ruth Pitts    Greg Shuss    Linda Moran 

Matthew Price   Nicole and Emma 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

 

Loving God, racism and gun violence wreak havoc in this country, disrupting your vision of a 

beloved community. Today we remember those killed or injured this week, all of whom are 

your children, created in your image. 

For the known 315 to be killed and the known 784 to be injured in 1099 incidents between to 

July 29th and August 4th; we mourn the reality that there are too many to name now. 

We remember their families, friends, and neighbors, whose lives are forever changed. 

Forgiving God, we remember, too, those who have perpetrated this violence and ask that you 

help us to remember that they, too, are your beloved, whose brokenness you can heal. 

Loving and Forgiving God, heal and transform our broken hearts. Inspire us to act to 

end this violence against your beloved children. 

        

 



The Presider offers a concluding Collect 

Holy God, faithful and unchanging : enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, and 

draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may truly worship you, Creator, 

Redeemer, and Sustainer, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

God of all mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



THE PEACE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
 

SENDING HYMN I am the bread of life (I Am the Bread of Life) 
stanzas 1, 4, 5  

I am the bread of life; they who come to me shall not hunger;  

they who believe in me shall not thirst.  

No one can come to me unless the Father draw them.  

Refrain  

And I will raise them up, and I will raise them up,  

and I will raise them up on the last day.  

I am the resurrection, I am the life.  

They who believe in me, even if they die,  

they shall live forever. (Refrain)  

Lord we believe that you are the Christ,  

the Son of God who has come into the world. (Refrain)  

Words: Suzanne Toolan (b. 1927); adapt. of John 6  
Music: I Am the Bread of Life, Suzanne Toolan; arr. Betty Pulkingham (b. 1928)  

©1970, GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Alleluia, alleluia.  Let us go forth rejoicing in the love of the Risen Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

ORGAN POSTLUDE  
 

 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 

Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 
 

You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


Upcoming Events  
All events are virtual unless otherwise noted; details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter. 
 
8/8 – 10 AM - Sunday Worship 

8/15 – 10 AM - Sunday Worship 

 

 
 
 
Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 

Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 

Music Director/Soloist:  Kim Williams 

Organist:  John Schucker      

Lectors:  Shaun Landers, Barbara Riedel      

Usher:  Roger Riedel 

Screener:  Barbara Riedel           

     

 

 
 
 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 
  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 

Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 

Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden 

Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer 

Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery;  

Steve Moran; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 
  

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 

973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


