
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here, whether you are with us 
in the building or joining us from home. We invite you to enter fully into worship by joining in the 
prayers and responses (the people speak the words in bold).  The prompts to stand or sit are 
invitation, not obligation.  What is most important is that you are comfortable enough to enter fully 
into this worship experience, so do what is best for you, body and soul. If you are with us in the 
building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by remaining fully masked 
while in the building. Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
 
 
 
 
          

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, October 31, 2021 

Holy Eucharist 

 
 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
   
WELCOME 
 
 
You may stand as you able  
 



 
GATHERING HYMN 
SSH 21 Blessed assurance                  (Phoebe P. Knapp) 

 



 
 

 

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GLORIA 

 



The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer you true and 
laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
    

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
Please be seated for the readings, standing as you are able for the Gospel. 
 
 
 
THE LESSON                    
A Reading from Ruth                                               1:1-18 
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of 
Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The 
name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two 
sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went 
into the country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, 
and she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was 
Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, both 
Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her 
husband. 
 
Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had 
heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had considered his people and given them food. 
So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, 
and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two 
daughters-in-law, "Go back each of you to your mother's house. May the Lord deal kindly 
with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The Lord grant that you may find 
security, each of you in the house of your husband." Then she kissed them, and they wept 
aloud. They said to her, "No, we will return with you to your people." But Naomi said, "Turn 
back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may 
become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a 
husband. Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and 



bear sons, would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from 
marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the 
hand of the Lord has turned against me." Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her 
mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 
 
So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return 
after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, 
 
“Do not press me to leave you 
or to turn back from following you! 

Where you go, I will go; 
Where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people, 
and your God my God. 

Where you die, I will die— 
there will I be buried. 

May the Lord do thus and so to me, 
and more as well, 
if even death parts me from you!” 

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
    
THE RESPONSE                           Psalm 146 
Lauda, anima mea 
 
1 Hallelujah! 
Praise the Lord, O my soul! * 
I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 
2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, * 
for there is no help in them. 
 
3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, * 
and in that day their thoughts perish. 
 
 



4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
 
5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
who keeps his promise for ever; 
 
6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
and food to those who hunger. 
 
7 The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * 
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 
8 The Lord loves the righteous; 
the Lord cares for the stranger; * 
he sustains the orphan and widow, 
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 
9 The Lord shall reign for ever, * 
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
Hallelujah! 
 
 
THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark                                  12:28-34 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
One of the scribes came near and heard the Saducees disputing with one another, and seeing 
that Jesus answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus 
answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you 
have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love him with all the 
heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as 
oneself,’ —this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When 
Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 
After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 



THE SERMON  The Rev. Paula J. Toland  
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
THE NICENE CREED               from Enriching Our Worship 
 

We believe in one God,  
   the Father, the Almighty,  
   maker of heaven and earth,  
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
   the only Son of God,  
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
   true God from true God,  
   begotten, not made,  
   of one Being with the Father;  
   through him all things were made.  
   For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
   and became truly human.  
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
   he suffered death and was buried.  
   On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
   he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
   and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
   who proceeds from the Father,  
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
   who has spoken through the prophets.  
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
   We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
        and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                         adapted from Book of Common Prayer 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; including our siblings in the  
Evelyn Underhill District: St. George’s, Maplewood; Grace, Madison; St. Paul’s, Chatham;  
Christ Church, Short Hills; and Calvary, Summit; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; we pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop;  
Carlye, Bishop of this diocese; Paula, our Rector; Karen, Deacon in your Church; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; we pray for Joseph, 
our President; Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; we pray for our partner ministries Cross 
Roads, Family Promise Essex County, North Porch, Apostles’ House, and First Friends; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; we pray for: 

Peggy Thompson Jim Freeman Nicole & Emma 
Felder Dorn The May Family Ningyu Liu 
Donna Riggi Mary Jo Zarance Jamie Stack 
The Blanchard Family Joseph G. KT Thalin 
The McManus Family Kelly Olson Mike Losito 
Bernard & Nathan Jane Rossiter Kathleen Wheeler 
The Fitzgerald Family Linda Moran Cara Lynn Cavin 
Lucille B. Greg Shuss Evan D. and family 
Jack Moreno Matthew Price  

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Loving God, racism and gun violence wreak havoc in this country, disrupting your vision of a 
beloved community. Today we remember those killed or injured this week, all of whom are 
your children, created in your image. 



For the known 364 to be killed and the known 677 to be injured in 1041 incidents between 
October 21st and October 27th; we mourn the reality that there are too many to name now. 

We remember their families, friends, and neighbors, whose lives are forever changed. 

Forgiving God, we remember, too, those who have perpetrated this violence and ask that you 
help us to remember that they, too, are your beloved, whose brokenness you can heal. 

Loving and Forgiving God, heal and transform our broken hearts. Inspire us to act to 
end this violence against your beloved children. 
 
 

The Presider offers a concluding Collect 

Holy God, faithful and unchanging: enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, and 
draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may truly worship you, Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sustainer, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE 
We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our households. This is 
a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament. 
 
The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.  

 
 

Table 
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 

 
Please be seated for the setting of the Table. There will be no passing of the plate, though we invite you to place 
your offering in the plate before you leave. Please stand as you are able for the Doxology and remain standing until 
the Administration of Communion. 
 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.  
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 1          Enriching Our Worship 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain 
of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant 
love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you 
replenish us and call us to fullness of life.  

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift 
our voices with all creation as we sing:  
 

SANCTUS 
S129 Holy, holy, holy, Lord                      (Robert Powell) 

 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your 
own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we 
might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.  

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and 
rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for 
all people.  



Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. 
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely 
to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.  

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread 
and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s 
Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with 
St. Stephen and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for 
ever.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
 
The Body and Blood of Christ. Behold what you are. Become what you receive.  
 

All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. 
Please come to steps of the chancel to receive the bread, keeping six feet between households. 
Remain masked until you return to your seat and then lift your mask to consume the bread. 

 
Please stand in body or in spirit. 

 
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us 
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 

Sending 
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
THE BLESSING                 adapted from Henri Amiel  

Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the way 
with us.  So be swift to love and make haste to be kind. And as we go, may the blessing, the 
love, the joy, and the peace of the Holy One who is in the midst of us be among you and remain 
with you always.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN  
711 Seek ye first the kingdom of God               (Seek Ye First)     

 
 
 
 



THE DISMISSAL 
 
Alleluia, alleluia.  Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of God’s Holy Spirit! 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
ORGAN POSTLUDE  

 
 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 

Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 
 

You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 
 
10/31 – 10 AM – Sunday Worship 
10/31 –  1 PM – Halloween Party 
11/5 – 9 AM – Interfaith Bible Hour 
11/7 – 10 AM – Sunday Worship 
 
 
Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
Music Director/Soloist:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker 
Altar Guild: Julia Dorn     
Lectors:  Shaun Landers, Ladi Owolabi     
Usher: Pete Soltys 
Screener:  Irene Poirer 
  
 
 

 
 
 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 
  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 
Members of the Vestry 

Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden 
Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer 

Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery;  
Steve Moran; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

  
If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 

973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 
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