
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here. If you are with us in the 
building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by remaining fully masked. 
The bulletin prompts to stand or sit are invitation, not obligation.  What is most important is that 
you are comfortable enough to enter fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for 
you, body and soul.     

ADVENT 3 – CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 
Sunday, November 21, 2021 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

 
PRELUDE 
 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
 
Blessed are you holy and living One. 
You come to your people and set them free. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment 
greater than these." (Mark 12:29-31) 



 

 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
As our nights grow longer and our days grow short, we look on these earthly signs--light and 
green branches-- and remember God's promise to our world: 
Christ, our Light and our Hope, will come. Listen to these words from the Revelation to John: 
 
“And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had conquered the 
beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God 
in their hands. And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb: 

 
‘Great and amazing are your deeds, 
Lord God the Almighty! 
Just and true are your ways, 
King of the nations! 
Lord, who will not fear and glorify your name? 
For you alone are holy. 
all nations will come and worship before you, 
for your judgments have been revealed.’” 
(Revelation 15:2-4) 

 
Candle is lit while the congregation sings. 
 



 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of all mankind; 
bid thou our sad divisions cease, 
and be thyself our King of Peace. 
(Veni, veni Emmanuel) 
 
Let us pray.  
 
God of power and love, you raised Jesus from death to life, resplendent in glory to 
rule over all creation. Free the world to rejoice in his peace, to glory in his justice, 
and to live in his love. Unite all humankind in Jesus Christ your Son, Who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-
beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of 
the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his 
most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE LESSON 
A Reading from 2 Samuel                                                                23:1-7 

These are the last words of David: 

The oracle of David, son of Jesse, 
the oracle of the man whom God exalted, 
the anointed of the God of Jacob, 
the favorite of the Strong One of Israel: 

The spirit of the Lord speaks through me, 
his word is upon my tongue. 
The God of Israel has spoken, 
the Rock of Israel has said to me: 
One who rules over people justly, 
ruling in the fear of God, 
is like the light of morning, 
like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, 
gleaming from the rain on the grassy land. 



 

Is not my house like this with God? 
For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and secure. 
Will he not cause to prosper 
all my help and my desire? 
But the godless are all like thorns that are thrown away; 
for they cannot be picked up with the hand; 
to touch them one uses an iron bar 
or the shaft of a spear. 
And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE RESPONSE         Psalm 132:1-13 
Memento, Domine                                                               
 
1 Lord, remember David, * 
and all the hardships he endured; 

2 How he swore an oath to the Lord * 
and vowed a vow to the Mighty One of Jacob: 

3 "I will not come under the roof of my house," * 
nor climb up into my bed; 

4 I will not allow my eyes to sleep, * 
nor let my eyelids slumber; 

5 Until I find a place for the Lord, * 
a dwelling for the Mighty One of Jacob." 

6 "The ark! We heard it was in Ephratah; * 
we found it in the fields of Jearim. 

7 Let us go to God's dwelling place; * 
let us fall upon our knees before his footstool." 

8 Arise, O Lord, into your resting-place, * 
you and the ark of your strength. 

9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness; * 
let your faithful people sing with joy. 



 

10 For your servant David's sake, * 
do not turn away the face of your Anointed. 

11 The Lord has sworn an oath to David; * 
in truth, he will not break it: 

12 "A son, the fruit of your body * 
will I set upon your throne. 

13 If your children keep my covenant 
and my testimonies that I shall teach them, * 
their children will sit upon your throne for evermore." 
 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN 
66 Come, thou long-expected Jesus                                                Stuttgart 

 

  



 

THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John               18:33-37 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate 
replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to 
me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom 
were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to 
the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
THE SERMON   The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
NICENE CREED              from Enriching Our Worship 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
  



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      
 
Brothers and sisters, as we joyfully await the full manifestation of God’s reign in Christ, let us pray 
for the needs of the church and the world. 
 
O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the Most High and reach from beginning to end, 
mightily and sweetly ordering all things. Behold and bless your church, remembering especially 
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, Bishop of this Diocese; Paula, our Rector; Karen, Deacon 
in your Church; Maryalice and Roger, our Wardens; our Vestry and delegates. Be present in 
ordering the life of this and every congregation. 
Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
 
O Adonai, God of the Covenant, ruler of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire 
of the burning bush and on Mount Sinai gave your law. Forgive us when we stray from your 
guidance and will. 
Come and redeem us for our life together. 
 
O Root of Jesse, you stand as an ensign to humankind; before you rulers will shut their mouths, 
and nations bow in worship: We pray for your peace and justice in every nation and throughout 
the world; be present to all whose lives are ravaged by war and strife; especially we hold before 
you those from among us who serve their country abroad. Guide the leaders of this and every 
land into the paths of peace and goodwill. 
Come save us and do not delay. 
 
O Key of David, and scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one can shut, you shut and 
no one can open: Guide us in opening the doors of opportunity for the unemployed, for the 
homeless, for prisoners, and for all who are oppressed; and lead us in closing the doors that lead 
to poverty, bigotry, and injustice. 
Come and bring the captives out of the prison house. 
 
O King of the Nations and their Desire, you are the cornerstone that makes us one: We lift up 
all who are suffering and in need, especially.... 
 
Peggy Thompson Jim Freeman Ningyu Liu 
Felder Dorn The May Family Jamie Stack 
Donna Riggi Mary Jo Zarance KT Thalin 
The Blanchard Family Joseph G. Mike Losito 
The McManus Family Kelly Olson Cara Lynn Cavin 
Bernard & Nathan Linda Moran Evan D. and family 
The Fitzgerald Family Jane Rossiter Alexandra Shuss 
Lucille B. Greg Shuss Harold & Paula Williams 
Jack Moreno Nicole & Emma Ruth Pitts 

  



 

Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous and help us minister to them in your love. 
Come and save us whom you have fashioned out of clay. 
 
O Dayspring, radiance of the Light Eternal and Sun of Righteousness: Shine your light on those 
who have died; remember especially Kathleen Wheeler and bring comfort to all those who mourn. 
Come and enlighten all who sit in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 
O Emmanuel, God with us, Expected One and Saviour, We give thanks for all the blessings of this 
life; for all those who today celebrate birthdays and anniversaries and for the other blessings we 
now name silently or aloud. Make each of us ready to receive you into our hearts, to serve you 
in all whom we meet, and to greet you in the fullness of your glory in the day of your appearing. 
Come and save us, O Lord our God. 
 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect 

Hasten, O God, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by 
faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate.  Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our households. This is 
a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament. 
 
The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.  
 

 
Table 

We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 
 

 
AT THE OFFERTORY 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus              Robert C. Lau 
 Senior Choir 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
THE DOXOLOGY 

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 
 
  



 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ you established your reign of 
righteousness and peace, giving us partnership in its manifestation and hope for its fulfillment. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with St. Stephen and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 



 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Please come to steps of the chancel to receive the bread, keeping six feet between households. 
Remain masked until you return to your seat and then lift your mask to consume the bread. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of 
your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but 
active in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Sending 
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
BLESSING   
 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer, be among you, 
and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
 



 

SENDING HYMN 
65 Prepare the way, O Zion            Bereden väg för Herran 

 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
  



 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 

Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 
 

You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

 
 

 
Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
Music Director/Soloist:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker 
Altar Guild: Julia Dorn, Alex Cole 
Lectors:  Ladi Owolabi, Fran Taber     
Usher: Steve Moran 
Screener:  Maryalice Chech 
 
 

 
Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
 

  

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


 

Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 
 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

11/21 

10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
Turkey Boxes due 

11:30 AM Vestry Meeting 
  2:00 PM Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
Afternoon Communion for All 

11/25 
11/26 * Church Office closed 

11/28 10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
11:30 AM Advent Series 

 
Advent to Epiphany Devotions - St. Stephen’s is a member of the Evelyn Underhill region- a 
small group of congregations in a geographic area gathered together by a bishop to support and 
care for one another in their ministry. This year, the congregations of our region are collaborating 
together in a shared Advent Devotional: Advent with Evelyn Underhill, edited by Christopher L. 
Webber. Daily during Advent and Christmas (November 7th – January 5th), a recorded devotional 
will be emailed out to everyone in our parishes via a special email group, so that we may pray and 
reflect together, wherever we may be. These will be about five minutes long. If you don’t want 
the daily devotions, let us know. For those who wish to purchase the devotional to follow along, 
you may do so through Church Publishing at www.churchpublishing.org or from Amazon. 
 
In addition to the daily devotion recordings, our region’s clergy will host a weekly Zoom group 
to discuss and reflect on the week’s reflections. These Zoom gatherings will occur on the last 
four Thursdays of Advent (Dec. 2nd, Dec. 9th, Dec. 16th, and Dec. 23rd) from 7pm-8pm. To 
access the Zoom meeting, please use the link provided in the weekly newsletter. 
 
Weekly Women’s Lectionary Study - Please join us for a weekly study of a new lectionary 
available to the Episcopal Church and approved by Bishop Hughes. Beginning November 30th, we 
will meet on Tuesdays via Zoom from 5-6pm to study A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church, 
Year W by Wilda Gafney. See details in the weekly newsletter. 
 
Interfaith Bible Hour – We continue gathering virtually on the first Friday of the month at 
9:00am with our friends from Christ Church in Short Hills and Congregation B'nai Jeshurun. Our 
next session is Friday, December 3rd. To access the Zoom meeting, please use the link provided 
in the weekly newsletter. A pdf translation can be obtained by emailing Rev. Paula at 
rector@ststephensmillburn.org before 8:00am Friday morning. 
 
Donations for Christmas Flowers – Help make St. Stephen's festive this Christmas! All 
donations will assist in the purchase of flowers for our Church. Donations can be sent to the St. 
Stephen's Church Office by Wednesday, December 15th. 



 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 
  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 
Members of the Vestry 

Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden 
Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer 

Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery;  
Steve Moran; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

  
If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 

973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 
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