
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here. If you are with us in the 
building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by remaining fully masked. 
The bulletin prompts to stand or sit are invitation, not obligation.  What is most important is that 
you are comfortable enough to enter fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for 
you, body and soul.     

ADVENT 4 – ROOT OF JESSE SUNDAY 
Sunday, November 28, 2021 

Lessons and Carols 
 

 
PRELUDE 
Chorale Prelude on “O come, O come, Emmanuel”                  Calvin Hampton 
 
BIDDING PRAYER 
 
Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to 
hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see 
the Babe lying in a manger.  
 
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let us look 
forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise.  
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; 
for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and  
within this city.  
 
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name 



 

the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the 
lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord 
Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.  
 
Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, 
but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.  
 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which 
Christ himself hath taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Presider 
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the 
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
As our nights grow longer and our days grow short, we look on these earthly signs--light and 
green branches-- and remember God's promise to our world: 
Christ, our Light and our Hope, will come. Listen to the words of Isaiah the prophet: 
 
“A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The 
spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his 
eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth…. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them…. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.” 
(Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6, 9-10) 



 

Candle is lit while the congregation sings. 
 
O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 
free them from Satan’s tyranny 
that trust thy mighty power to save, 
and give them victory o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 
(Veni, veni Emmanuel) 
 
FIRST LESSON 
A Reading from Genesis                                                                3:1-22 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He 
said to the woman, "Did God say, `You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" The woman 
said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, `You shall 
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you 
shall die.'" But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to 
her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees 
of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" He said, 
"I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." 
He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave 
me fruit from the tree, and I ate." Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you 
have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." The LORD God said to the 
serpent, 

"Because you have done this, 
cursed are you among all animals 
and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
and dust you shall eat 
all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, 
and you will strike his heel." 



 

To the woman he said, 

"I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; 
in pain you shall bring forth children, 
yet your desire shall be for your husband, 
and he shall rule over you." 
And to the man he said, 
"Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
and have eaten of the tree 
about which I commanded you, 
`You shall not eat of it,' 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
By the sweat of your face 
you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, 
for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return." 

The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living. And the LORD God made 
garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them. Then the Lord God said, “See, 
the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand 
and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever.” 
 
Chorale Prelude on “Savior of the nations, come”                          Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
SECOND LESSON 
A Reading from Jeremiah                                                            31:31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt-- a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach 
one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least 
of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin 
no more. 
 
 
 



 

HYMN 67 Comfort, comfort ye my people      Psalm 42 

 



 

THIRD LESSON 
A Reading from Micah                                                                              5:2-4 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
to the ends of the earth. 
 
Chorale Prelude on “Sleeper’s wake! A voice astounds us”               Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
FOURTH LESSON 
A Reading from Zephaniah                                                                                3:14-18 
 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter Jerusalem! 
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 
he has turned away your enemies. 
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
you shall fear disaster no more. 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; 
do not let your hands grow weak. 
The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 
a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing 
as on a day of festival. 
I will remove disaster from you, 
so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 



 

CHOIR ANTHEM Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates          Winkworth; Schweizer 
Senior Choir; Kira Hanson, soloist 
 
Refrain 
Lift up your heads, ye might gates; behold, the King of glory waits; 
the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here! 
 
1.  Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 
from earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
 
2. Redeemer, come, with us abide; our hearts to thee we open wide; 
let us thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in us reveal. 
 
3. Thy Holy Spirit lead us on until our glorious goal is won; 
eternal praise, eternal fame be offered, Savior, to thy name! 
 
4. O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lowly exile here until the Sonof God appear. 
 
5. O come, Desire of Nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind; 
bid thou our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace. 
 
 
FIFTH LESSON 
A Reading from Luke                                                                             1:26-38 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 
her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the 
angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will 
be impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 
 
 
  



 

SSH 56 Magnificat        Winter; Demmert  
 
Choir sings antiphon.  
Then, congregation sings antiphon. 
 

 
 
Choir:  
My god has done great things for me: Yes, holy is this Name.  
All people will declare me blest, and blessings they shall claim.  
 
All:  
My soul gives glory to my God, my heart pours out its praise.  
 
Choir:  
From age to age to all who fear, such mercy love imparts.  
Dispensing justice far and near, dismissing selfish hearts.  
 
All:  
My soul gives glory to my God, my heart pours out its praise.  
 
Choir:  
Love casts the mighty from their thrones, promotes the insecure.  
Leaves hungry spirits satisfied; the rich seem suddenly poor.  
 
All:  
My soul gives glory to my God, my heart pours out its praise.  
 
Choir:  
Praise God, whose loving covenant supports those in distress,  
Remembering past promises with present faithfulness.  
 
All:  
My soul gives glory to my God, my heart pours out its praise.  
 
Words: Miriam Theres Winter C 1987 Medical Mission Sisters. All rights reserved. Used by permission of the author. 
Music: Robert Demmert © Robert Demmert. All rights reserved. Used by pcimission of the composer. 

 



 

A COLLECT FOR ADVENT 
 
Almighty God, you brought forth a royal branch from the ancient stock of Jesse’s line: 
Grant that we who have been grafted into this heritage may bear fruit worthy of Jesus 
Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ADVENT BLESSING   
 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, 
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded 
with unending life. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
POSTLUDE 
Chorale Prelude on “O come, O come, Emmanuel”                                       Robert J. Powell 
 
 
 

Please keep the following St. Stephen's family members and friends in your prayers... 

 

We give thanks for the life of Gary Montefusco and Paula Williams who have entered into 
greater glory. 

Peggy Thompson The May Family KT Thalin 
Felder Dorn Mary Jo Zarance Mike Losito 
Donna Riggi   Joseph G. Cara Lynn Cavin 
The Blanchard Family   Kelly Olson Evan D. and family 
The McManus Family   Jane Rossiter Alexandra Shuss 
Bernard & Nathan   Linda Moran Harold Williams 
The Fitzgerald Family   Greg Shuss Ruth Pitts 
Lucille B.   Nicole & Emma Donna Stadler Hostetler 
Jack Moreno Ningyu Liu  
Jim Freeman Jamie Stack  



 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 
 
 
 
Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
Music Director:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker 
Soloist:  Kira Hanson 
Altar Guild: Julia Dorn 
Lectors:  Kathy Conway, Barbara Riedel     
Usher: Paul Boegershausen 
Screener:  Barbara Riedel 
 
 
Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
 
 
Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 
 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

11/28 10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
11:30 AM Vestry Meeting 

11/30 5:00 PM Women's Lectionary Study 
12/3 9:00 AM Interfaith Bible Hour 

12/5 10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
11:30 AM Advent Series 

 
Advent to Epiphany Devotions - St. Stephen’s is a member of the Evelyn Underhill region- a 
small group of congregations in a geographic area gathered together by a bishop to support and 
care for one another in their ministry. This year, the congregations of our region are collaborating 
together in a shared Advent Devotional: Advent with Evelyn Underhill, edited by Christopher L. 
Webber. Daily during Advent and Christmas (November 7th – January 5th), a recorded devotional 
will be emailed out to everyone in our parishes via a special email group, so that we may pray and 
reflect together, wherever we may be. These will be about five minutes long. If you don’t want 
the daily devotions, let us know. For those who wish to purchase the devotional to follow along, 
you may do so through Church Publishing at www.churchpublishing.org or from Amazon. 
 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


 

In addition to the daily devotion recordings, our region’s clergy will host a weekly Zoom group 
to discuss and reflect on the week’s reflections. These Zoom gatherings will occur on the last 
four Thursdays of Advent (Dec. 2nd, Dec. 9th, Dec. 16th, and Dec. 23rd) from 7pm-8pm. To 
access the Zoom meeting, please use the link provided in the weekly newsletter. 
 

Weekly Women’s Lectionary Study - Please join us for a weekly study of a new lectionary 
available to the Episcopal Church and approved by Bishop Hughes. Beginning November 30th, we 
will meet on Tuesdays via Zoom from 5-6pm to study A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church, 
Year W by Wilda Gafney. See details in the weekly newsletter. 
 

Interfaith Bible Hour – We continue gathering virtually on the first Friday of the month at 
9:00am with our friends from Christ Church in Short Hills and Congregation B'nai Jeshurun. Our 
next session is Friday, December 3rd. To access the Zoom meeting, please use the link provided 
in the weekly newsletter. A pdf translation can be obtained by emailing Rev. Paula at 
rector@ststephensmillburn.org before 8:00am Friday morning. 
 

Donations for Christmas Flowers – Help make St. Stephen's festive this Christmas! All 
donations will assist in the purchase of flowers for our Church. Donations can be sent to the St. 
Stephen's Church Office by Wednesday, December 15th. 
 

Help Needed: Family Promise (IHN) Holiday Party – Family Promise is hosting a Holiday 
Open House for its guest families on Friday, 12/17. Various volunteer opportunities are available. 
Please see full details in our weekly newsletter. 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 
  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 
Members of the Vestry 

Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden 
Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer 

Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery;  
Steve Moran; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

  
If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 

973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


