
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here. If you are with us in the 
building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by remaining fully masked. 
The bulletin prompts to stand or sit are invitation, not obligation.  What is most important is that 
you are comfortable enough to enter fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for 
you, body and soul.     

ADVENT 1 – WISDOM SUNDAY 
Sunday, November 7, 2021 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

 
PRELUDE 
 

 
Gather 

We come together to praise God. 
 
 

COMMEMORATION OF SAINTS 
 
As we enter into the Season of Advent, we remember those who reside fully in the perfect love 
and glory of God. 
 
A COLLECT FOR ALL SAINTS     from A New Zealand Prayer Book 

Eternal God, you have always taken men and women of every nation, age and colour and made 
them saints; like them, transformed, like them, baptised in Jesus’ name, take us to share your 
glory; where you reign one God for ever. Amen.  



 

For these beloved children of God, departed this life and commended to our prayers this year: 
 
Jeff Loggins  Jonathan Cavin  Roger Tyndall 
Jimmy Hasencamp John Cavin  Renjun Liu 
Ron Best  Beth Shoaf  Naomi Graum 
Joseph Paiva, Jr.  Dan Bullock 
Joseph Paiva, Sr.  Tommy Graum 
 
 
For these beloved children of God, departed this life in years past: 
 
Sara Ruth Dorn  Kenneth Armstrong  Anthony Landers 
Roy Williams  Elizabeth Price   David Lenson 
Freda Williams  William Price, Sr.                      Jane Benjamin 
Troy Williams  Todd Price      Jen Mammone  
Joyce Rickens  TJ Burke    Julie Frezon  
Drexel Williams Sally Moreno   Richard B. Cole 
David Eddleman  Frances Williams  Tara Foley    
Dan Karger  Annette Moreno  Lauren Landers  
Grace Bitting  Lucy Critelli   Dolores and William Moran   
Lionel Benn  Brian Landers   Corey Majtyka   
Gladys Landers  John and Mary Brennan 
 
Blessed are you holy and living One. 
You come to your people and set them free. 
   
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
As our nights grow longer and our days grow short, we look on these earthly signs--light and 
green branches-- and remember God's promise to our world: Christ, our Light and our Hope, 
will come. Listen to the words of Solomon: 
          
 “O God of my ancestors and Lord of mercy, who have made all things by your word, and by your 
wisdom have formed humankind to have dominion over the creatures you have made, and rule 
the world in holiness and righteousness, and pronounce judgment in uprightness of soul, give me 
the wisdom that sits by your throne, and do not reject me from among your servants…. With 
you is wisdom, she who knows your works and was present when you made the world; she 
understands what is pleasing in your sight and what is right according to your commandments. 
Send her forth from the holy heavens, and from the throne of your glory send her, that she may 
labor at my side, and that I may learn what is pleasing to you.”  (Wisdom of Solomon 9:1-4, 9-10) 

God is the source of our life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, 
and righteousness and sanctification and redemption.  (1 Corinthians 1:30)  



 

Candle is lit while the congregation sings                                                             Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 
O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who ord’rest all things mightily; to us the path 
of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall 
come to thee, O Israel!   
 
Let us pray.  
 
Eternal God, your Word of wisdom goes forth and does not return empty: Grant us 
such knowledge and love of you that we may perceive your presence in all creation 
and every creature; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, now and forever. Amen. 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

Eternal God, your Word of wisdom goes forth and does not return empty: Grant us such 
knowledge and love of you that we may perceive your presence in all creation and every creature; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
THE LESSON 
A Reading from Ruth                                    3:1-5; 4:13-17 
 
Naomi her mother-in-law said to Ruth, “My daughter, I need to seek some security for you, so 
that it may be well with you. Now here is our kinsman Boaz, with whose young women you have 
been working. See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. Now wash and anoint 
yourself, and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make 
yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. When he lies down, observe 
the place where he lies; then, go and uncover his feet and lie down; and he will tell you what to 
do.” She said to her, “All that you tell me I will do.” 
 
So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came together, the Lord made her 
conceive, and she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not 
left you this day without next-of-kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you 
a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is 
more to you than seven sons, has borne him.” Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her 
bosom, and became his nurse. The women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son 
has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, the father of 
David. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



 

THE RESPONSE                           Psalm 127 
Nisi Dominus 
 
1 Unless the Lord builds the house, * 
their labor is in vain who build it. 
 
2 Unless the Lord watches over the city, * 
in vain the watchman keeps his vigil. 
 
3 It is in vain that you rise so early and go to bed so late; * 
vain, too, to eat the bread of toil, 
for he gives to his beloved sleep. 
 
4 Children are a heritage from the Lord, * 
and the fruit of the womb is a gift. 
 
5 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior * 
are the children of one's youth. 
 
6 Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them! * 
he shall not be put to shame 
when he contends with his enemies in the gate. 
 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN 
615 “Thy kingdom come!” on bended knee                                 St. Flavian 

   
  



 

 

 
THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark               12:38-44 

Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
As Jesus taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be 
greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places 
of honor at banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long 
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 
 
He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. 
Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which 
are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow 
has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have 
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all 
she had to live on.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
THE SERMON   The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 



 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      
 
Brothers and sisters, as we joyfully await the full manifestation of God’s reign in Christ, let us pray 
for the needs of the church and the world. 
 
O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the Most High and reach from beginning to end, 
mightily and sweetly ordering all things. Behold and bless your church, remembering especially 
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, Bishop of this Diocese; Paula, our Rector; Karen, Deacon 
in your Church; Maryalice and Roger, our Wardens; our Vestry and delegates. Be present in 
ordering the life of this and every congregation. 
Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
 
O Adonai, God of the Covenant, ruler of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire 
of the burning bush and on Mount Sinai gave your law. Forgive us when we stray from your 
guidance and will. 
Come and redeem us for our life together. 
 
O Root of Jesse, you stand as an ensign to humankind; before you rulers will shut their mouths, 
and nations bow in worship: We pray for your peace and justice in every nation and throughout 
the world; be present to all whose lives are ravaged by war and strife; especially we hold before 
you those from among us who serve their country abroad. Guide the leaders of this and every 
land into the paths of peace and goodwill. 
Come save us and do not delay. 
 
O Key of David, and scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one can shut, you shut and 
no one can open: Guide us in opening the doors of opportunity for the unemployed, for the 
homeless, for prisoners, and for all who are oppressed; and lead us in closing the doors that lead 
to poverty, bigotry, and injustice. 
Come and bring the captives out of the prison house. 



 

 
O King of the Nations and their Desire, you are the cornerstone that makes us one: We lift up 
all who are suffering and in need, especially.... 
 
Peggy Thompson Jim Freeman Nicole & Emma 
Felder Dorn The May Family Ningyu Liu 
Donna Riggi Mary Jo Zarance Jamie Stack 
The Blanchard Family Joseph G. KT Thalin 
The McManus Family Kelly Olson Mike Losito 
Bernard & Nathan Jane Rossiter Kathleen Wheeler 
The Fitzgerald Family Linda Moran Cara Lynn Cavin 
Lucille B. Greg Shuss Evan D. and family 
Jack Moreno Matthew Price Alexandra Shuss 

  
Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous and help us minister to them in your love. 
Come and save us whom you have fashioned out of clay. 
 
O Dayspring, radiance of the Light Eternal and Sun of Righteousness: Shine your light on those 
who have died; remember and bring comfort to all those who mourn. 
Come and enlighten all who sit in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 
O Emmanuel, God with us, Expected One and Saviour, we give thanks for all the blessings of this 
life; for all those who today celebrate birthdays and anniversaries and for the other blessings we 
now name silently or aloud. Make each of us ready to receive you into our hearts, to serve you 
in all whom we meet, and to greet you in the fullness of your glory in the day of your appearing. 
Come and save us, O Lord our God. 
 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect 

Hasten, O God, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by 
faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate.  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our households. This is 
a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament. 
 
The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.  
 

 
Table 

We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 



 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ you established your reign of 
righteousness and peace, giving us partnership in its manifestation and hope for its fulfillment. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with St. Stephen and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 



 

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us 
keep the feast.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Please come to steps of the chancel to receive the bread, keeping six feet between households. 
Remain masked until you return to your seat and then lift your mask to consume the bread. 

 
Please stand in body or in spirit. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our 
Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and 
joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Sending 
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
 
BLESSING   
 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer, be among you, 
and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 



 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SENDING HYMN 
594 God of grace and God of glory           Cwm Rhondda 

 
  



 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

 
 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 

Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 
 

You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

 
 

  

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


 

Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 
 
11/7 – 10 AM – Sunday Worship 
11/14 – 10 AM – Sunday Worship 
11/14 – 11:30 AM – Reading with the Rector 
 
Advent to Epiphany Devotions - St. Stephen’s is a member of the Evelyn Underhill region- a 
small group of congregations in a geographic area gathered together by a bishop to support and 
care for one another in their ministry. This year, the congregations of our region are collaborating 
together in a shared Advent Devotional: Advent with Evelyn Underhill, edited by Christopher L. 
Webber. Daily during Advent and Christmas (November 7th – January 5th), a recorded devotional 
will be emailed out to everyone in our parishes via a special email group, so that we may pray and 
reflect together, wherever we may be. These will be about five minutes long. If you don’t want 
the daily devotions, let us know. For those who wish to purchase the devotional to follow along, 
you may do so through Church Publishing at www.churchpublishing.org or from Amazon. 
 
In addition to the daily devotion recordings, our region’s clergy will host a weekly Zoom group 
to discuss and reflect on the week’s reflections. These Zoom gatherings will occur on the last 
four Thursdays of Advent (Dec. 2nd, Dec. 9th, Dec. 16th, and Dec. 23rd) from 7pm-8pm. To 
access the Zoom meeting, please use the link provided in the weekly newsletter. 
 
Reading with the Rector - Our next book selection is Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch 
Albom. We will meet Sunday, November 14th at 11:30am – 1:00pm via Zoom.  The book is 
available at the Millburn Public Library and in the BCCLS (Bergen, Essex, Hudson, and Passaic 
Counties) Library System, or can be purchased through Amazon, Target, and Cokesbury, and 
other book outlets. 
 
Advent Wreath Making Party - On Saturday, November 20th all ages are welcome to come 
make an Advent wreath for the last four weeks of the Season. This event is free and open to all, 
but registration is required so we can ensure adequate supplies for everyone. The exact time will 
be announced soon. Please let us know to expect you. Call the office at 973.376.0688, Ext. 32, or 
email childrenandyouth@ststephensmillburn.org. 
 
Turkey Box Collection - If you would like to participate in the St. Stephen's Annual Turkey 
Box Collection, please email Maryalice at maryalice_chech@yahoo.com if you are able to donate 
and bring a turkey box to the church on Sunday, November 21st.  
 
Interfaith Coalition of Religious Leaders of Millburn & Short Hills' Thanksgiving 
Service - Join us outdoors at St. Stephen’s for faith, fun, and fellowship on Sunday,  
November 21 at 2:00 – 3:00pm. 
 

mailto:childrenandyouth@ststephensmillburn.org
mailto:maryalice_chech@yahoo.com


 

Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
Music Director/Soloist:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker 
Altar Guild: Alex Cole, Jean James     
Lectors:  Peter Wick, Barbara Riedel     
Usher: Roger Riedel 
Screener:  Barbara Riedel 
 

 
Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  



 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 
  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 
Members of the Vestry 

Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden 
Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer 

Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery;  
Steve Moran; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

  
If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 

973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 
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