
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here. If you are with us in the 
building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by remaining fully masked. 
Everything you need to participate in the liturgy is here. The words in bold are spoken by the 
people.   

 
CHRISTMAS EVE  

Friday, December 24, 2021 at 9:00pm 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  
John Schucker, organ and Beppe Gambetta, guitar 
 
WELCOME 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
Please stand as you are able 



 

Indroit   
O holy night              Adolphe Adam 
          Kim Williams, soloist 
 
GATHERING HYMN   
H83 (st. 1, 3, 5, 6)  O come, all ye faithful       Adeste fidelis; arr. David Willcocks              

 



 

 
 
Blessed are you holy and living One. 
You come to your people and set them free. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of you Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your Holy Name: through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GLORIA 
H96 (Refrain, st. 1) Angels we have heard on high                                                             Gloria 

 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
 singing sweetly through the night, 
 and the mountains in reply 
 echoing their brave delight. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 



 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Let us pray. 
 
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
THE LESSON 
A Reading from Titus                                                                                    3:4-7 
 
When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 
any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE RESPONSE                   Psalm 97 
Dominus regnavit                                                                

1 The Lord is King; 
let the earth rejoice; * 
let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
 
2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, * 
righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne. 
 
3 A fire goes before him * 
and burns up his enemies on every side. 
 
4 His lightnings light up the world; * 
the earth sees it and is afraid. 



 

5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, * 
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 
 
6 The heavens declare his righteousness, * 
and all the peoples see his glory. 
 
7 Confounded be all who worship carved images 
and delight in false gods! * 
Bow down before him, all you gods. 
 
8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, * 
because of your judgments, O Lord. 
 
9 For you are the Lord, 
most high over all the earth; * 
you are exalted far above all gods. 
 
10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; * 
he preserves the lives of his saints 
and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 
 
11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, * 
and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted. 
 
12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, * 
and give thanks to his holy Name. 
        
ANTHEM 
I wonder as I wander                                                                        John Jacob Niles  
 Senior Choir 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke                                                                          2:1-20 
Glory to you, Lord Christ  
    
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 



 

child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and  
seen, as it had been told them. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
 
CHRISTMAS HOMILY   The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
NICENE CREED          from Enriching Our Worship 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.  



 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      

O God, on this holy night your Son our Savior is born as a baby. Renew your Church as the 
body of Christ. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, Christians across the world are celebrating Christ’s birth. Open our hearts 
that Christ may be born in us. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, your Christ comes as light shining in the darkness. Bring comfort to all who 
suffer in the dark sadness of our world. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, there is no room for your Son in the inn. Protect with your love those who 
have no home and all who live in poverty. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, Mary, in the pain of labor, gives birth to your Son. 
Grant your healing love to any who are in sorrow, need, or any kind of adversity. God in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, shepherds in the field hear good tidings of joy. Give us grace to preach the 
gospel of Christ’s redemption. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, the angels sing “Peace to God’s people on earth.” Grant renewed peace to 
all places torn by war and violence, and strengthen those who work for peace. God in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, strangers find the Holy Family and see the Baby lying in the manger. Bless all 
whom we love, and help us to greet strangers as members of your family. God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven. Bring into the 
fullness of your presence all who have died, especially those in whose loving memory this parish 
church is adorned. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, all who look to you in hope proclaim the glory of your name, Emmanuel, 
God with Us. Receive the glad praise we offer in companionship with Mary, Joseph and all the 
saints. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

The Presider offers a concluding Collect 

O God of heavenly glory and earthly peace, you have hallowed this sacred night with the joyful 
tidings of Christ’s birth: May the Light dawning upon us kindle our hearts and awaken hope, that 
we may shine forth your glory in love; in Christ’s name. Amen. 



 

THE PEACE 

We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our households. This is 
a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament. 
 
The peace of Christ be always with you.  And also with you.  

 
 

Table 
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 

 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
Child of the Poor/What Child is This?        Greensleeves; Scott Soper 
 Senior Choir; Kira Hanson and Peter Wick, soloists 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER ONE                                                          Church of England 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

You sent your Son to live among us, Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child.  

He suffered on the cross; he died to save us from our sins; he rose in glory from the dead. 
We joyfully praise you:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 

Loving God, on the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 

He took the bread, and thanked you. He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me. 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying: Drink 
this, all of you. This is my blood, the new promise of God’s unfailing love. Do this to remember 
me. 
 



 

Jesus Christ has died.  Jesus Christ is risen.  Jesus Christ will come again. 
 
Holy God, as we bring this bread and wine, and remember his death and resurrection,  
send your Holy Spirit, that we who share these gifts may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood. 

Pour your Spirit on us that we may love one another, work for the healing of the earth, and share 
the good news of Jesus, as we wait for his coming in glory. 

For honour and praise belong to you, Creator God, with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit:  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Please come to steps of the chancel to receive the bread, keeping six feet between households. 
Remain masked until you return to your seat and then lift your mask to consume the bread. 

 
AT COMMUNION 
O come, all ye faithful           Adeste fidelis; arr. Jacob B. Weber 
 St. Stephen’s Handbell Choir 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

Stille nacht 
Beppe Gambetta, soloist            

 
 
  



 

H111 Silent night, holy night                           Stille nacht 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
            
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Creator God, in this night you have made known to us again the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns and Christ 
the Morning Star rises in our hearts. To him be glory both now and for ever. 

 
Sending 

We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

BLESSING                                                                   adapted from the The Book of Occasional Services 

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his 
joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Christ, and the Living Word, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
 
SENDING HYMN   
H87 Hark! the herald angels sing        Mendelssohn; arr. David Willicocks 

 
 



 

DISMISSAL 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 

Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 
 

You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

 
 
St. Stephen’s Senior Choir 
Alex Cole 
Julia Dorn 
Kira Hanson 
Harriet Jernquist 
Grace Savoia-DiGregorio 
Fran Taber 
Peter Wick 
 
Musicians 
Peter Wick, Trumpet 
 
Guest Artist 
Beppe Gambetta, Guitar 
 
Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Music Director:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
Altar Guild:  Julia Dorn 
Lectors:  Kira Hanson, Barbara Riedel 
Usher:  Roger Riedel, Paul Boegershausen 
Screener:  Barbara Riedel 
 
 
Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
  

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


 

Tonight’s Music 

“I Wonder As I Wander,” written by folklorist John Jacob Niles (1892-1980), is based on a 
song fragment he heard while traveling in the southern Appalachians. Born in Louisville, Kentucky 
into a musical family, Niles traveled through the Appalachian Mountains, working as a surveyor 
and transcribing folksongs he encountered along the way.  He became well-known as a composer 
and performer of music in the folk idiom. 
 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky 
How Jesus the savior did come for to die 
For poor ornery people like you and like I. 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 
 
When Mary birthed Jesus ‘twas in a cow’s stall, 
With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all. 
But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall,  
And the promise of the ages it then did recall 
 
If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, 
A star in the sky or a bird on the wing, 
Or all of God’s angels in heaven for to sing, 
He surely could have it, ‘cause he was the king. 
 
“Child of the Poor” by Scott Soper was written to be sung with “What Child Is This” 
(Greensleeves). This piece develops images of Christ’s birth and presence amid the poor and 
forgotten, both two millennia ago and today. Jesus is revealed to us not in glory and majesty but 
“in the eyes of a child.”  
 
Helpless and hungry, lowly, afraid, wrapped in the chill of mid-winter; 
Comes now among us, born into poverty’s embrace, new life for the world. 
Who is this who lives with the lowly, sharing their sorrows, knowing their hunger? 
This is Christ, revealed to the world in the eyes of a child, a child of the poor. 
 
Who is the stranger here in our midst, looking for shelter among us? 
Who is the outcast? Who do we see amid the poor, the children of God? 
 
Bring all the thirsty, all who seek peace; bring those with nothing to offer. 
Strengthen the feeble, say to the frightened heart: “Fear not: here is your God!”  



 

Beppe Gambetta is a guitarist, vocalist, researcher and composer born in Genova, Italy who 
developed a style that brings American and European Roots to speak together with one voice. In 
his unique approach, Beppe blends energetic grooves with passionate melodies, giving new life to 
sources from different times, periods and places. In addition, the original music he composes gives 
contemporary influences to traditional roots music.  

As a teenager in Italy, Beppe became fascinated by the music of the great American acoustic guitar 
masters of the 1960s and 1970s. His passion led to a prolific career that has now taken him to 
venues as varied as the Ryman Auditorium in Nashville and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 
New York and to performances in all 50 US states and throughout North America, Europe, 
Australia and South America. 

  



 

 
 
Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

For the last week of December, the Church Office will be open on Wed, 12/29. 
 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

12/24 5:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship Service 
9:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship Service 

12/25 10:00 AM Christmas Day Worship Service 
7:30 PM AA Meeting 

12/26 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship & Baptism 
1:00 PM AA Meeting 

12/27 7:30 PM AA Meeting 
12/28 5:00 PM Women’s Lectionary Study 
12/29 8:00 PM AA Meeting 
1/1 7:30 PM AA Meeting 

1/2 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
1:00 PM AA Meeting 

 

  

Christmas Flowers given by: 

Paul & Sherill Boegershausen on behalf of the Boegershausen Family. 
Felder Dorn in memory of his wife, Sarah Ruth Dorn. 
Julia Dorn in memory of her mom, Sarah Ruth Dorn, Wendy Fromm, Michael Rosen, 

Paul Rossiter, and Barbara Sweeney. 
Ruth Dorn in memory of her mom, Sarah Ruth Dorn. 
Barbara Winson Riedel on behalf of the Riedel Family. 
Doreen M. Schindler on behalf of the Schindler Family. 
The Toland Family with gratitude for family, friends and this amazing parish. 
Donald P. Vrahnos in memory of his father, Peter G. Vrahnos. 
Allison Walker in memory of Hunter and Delsita Walker. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 
  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 
Members of the Vestry 

Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden 
Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer 

Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery;  
Steve Moran; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

  
If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 

973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


