
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here. If you are with us in the 

building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by remaining fully masked. 

Everything you need to participate in the bulletin is here.  The words in bold are spoken by the 

people  
 
 

SECOND SUNDAY after CHRISTMAS 
Sunday, January 2, 2022 

Liturgy of the Word 

 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

GATHERING HYMN 
H93   Angels, from the realms of glory                                                                 Regent Square 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Blessed are you holy and living One. 

You come to your people and set them free. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks,  we 



 

praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world:  have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human 

nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, 

your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 

THE LESSON 
A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians                                                     1:3-6,15-19a 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 

world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children 

through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace 

that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 

I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 

to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 

which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what 

is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
THE RESPONSE             Psalm 84:1-8 

Quam dilecta!                                                               

 



 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 

and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 

by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 

my King and my God. 

 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

they will always be praising you. 

 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 

for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 

and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

 

7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

hearken, O God of Jacob. 

 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 

and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN 

H84 Love came down at Christmas                                                                           Gartan 

 

  



 

 
 
THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke                             2:41-52              

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem every year for the festival of the Passover. And 

when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was 

ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents 

did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. 

Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not 

find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in 

the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all 

who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw 

him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like 

this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety." He said to 

them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's 

house?" But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them 

and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in 

her heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Please be seated 

 

THE SERMON   The Rev. Jane Rockman 

 
Please stand as you are able. 



 

 
NICENE CREED              from Enriching Our Worship 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                   from The Church of England 

 
To us a child is born, to us a son is given; let us pray for the people he came to save. 

 

Wonderful Counsellor, you order all things with your wisdom: help the Church to reveal the 

mystery of your love and fill her with the Spirit of truth: 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

Mighty God, the government is on your shoulders: guide the leaders of the nations and bring in 

your kingdom of justice and righteousness: 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

Everlasting Father, you call us to live together in unity: protect by your mercy all your children, 

bless our families and renew our communities: 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

Prince of Peace, you bring reconciliation through the cross: by your healing power give to all 

who suffer your gift of wholeness and peace, especially: 

Peggy Thompson Jim Freeman KT Thalin 

Felder Dorn Mary Jo Zarance Mike Losito 

Donna Riggi   Joseph G. Cara Lynn Cavin 



 

 

 

 

 

We pray for Lucas Robert Freeman, born too soon and now living in eternal life. 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

Let us commend the world, to which Christ came, to the mercy and protection of 

God. 

 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect. 

Holy and loving God, we offer these prayers with thankfulness and great joy that you came into 

the world in person, as the baby Jesus.  We ask you to open our hearts and awaken all hope 

that we may shine with Jesus’ light for the whole world. Amen. 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 

We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our households. This is 

a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament. 

 

The peace of Christ be always with you.  And also with you.  

 
Sending 

We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 

 
Please be seated. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Please stand as you are able 

BLESSING  

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathering into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his 

The Blanchard Family   Kelly Olson Evan D. and Family 

The McManus Family   Linda Moran Alexandra Shuss 

Bernard & Nathan   Jane Rossiter Donna Stadler Hostetler 

The Fitzgerald Family   Nicole & Emma Brian Roland 

Lucille B. Ningyu Liu Renee Kleppinger 

Jack Moreno Jamie Stack The Freeman Family 



 

joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Christ, and the Living Word, 

be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN 
H102 Once in royal David’s city (stanzas 1,2,5)                            Irby 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
 



 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 

Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 
 

You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

 
 
Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Jane Rockman 

Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 

Music Director:  Kim Williams 

Organist:  John Schucker 

Singers:  Kira Hanson, Peter Wick 

Tech Verger:  Kim Williams 

Altar Guild:  Jean James, Nancy Sieffert 

Lectors:  Shaun Landers, Fran Taber 

Usher:  Paul Boegershausen 

Screener:  Maryalice Chech 
 
 

 
Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 

 

  

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


 

Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 
 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

1/2 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship: Liturgy of the Word 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 

1/3 7:00 PM MA Meeting 

1/4 
5:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

Women’s Lectionary Study 

Worship Committee 

1/5 8:00 PM AA Meeting 

1/7 9:00 AM Interfaith Bible Study 

1/8 7:30 PM AA Meeting 

1/9 10:00 AM Sunday Worship: Liturgy of the Word 

 1:00 PM AA Meeting 

 

Financial Stewardship – By now, you should have received this year's pledge campaign letter. 

If you have not, please let us know and we'll be sure to get a copy to you. 
 

The long and the short of it? We cannot be the faithful, vibrant community we are without all of 

us doing our part, including financially. Pledging so that we have an idea of how to build our budget 

for next year, is essential. The easiest way if you have a computer and access to the internet is to 

pledge online via our website, or using Tithe.ly. If you'd rather submit a pledge by mail or in the 

offering plate, let us know. We'll be sure you have a pledge card. 
 

As of today, we have 26 pledges totaling $103,100, a strong response, though we have a long way 

to go to meet out 2021 pledge of $120,705 and even further to meet our 2020 pledge of $132,000. 

This year, in addition to regular pledges, we have about $10,000 in gifts to help offset flood 

recovery costs. The generosity of this parish is beautiful and faithful and is a major reason we are 

able to live our faith in the ways that we do. 

 

Communion for All – If you would like Communion to be delivered to you or to be provided 

to you after church service on Sunday, January 16, please call or email the Church Office by 

11:00am on Friday 1/14. 

 

AA/MA Meetings – Weekly AA Meeting times are on Sunday at 1:00pm, Wednesday at 8:00pm 

and Saturday at 7:30pm. Weekly MA Meeting begin in January 2022 on Monday at 7:30pm (NEW). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ststephensmillburn.org/online-pledge-card/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/762938


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 
  

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 

Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 

Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden 

Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer 

Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery;  

Steve Moran; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 
  

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 

973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


