
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here. If you are with us in the 
building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by remaining fully masked. 
Everything you need to participate in the bulletin is here.  The words in bold are spoken by the 
people. Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966.        

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
Sunday, January 23, 2022 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
 
WELCOME 

 
Gather 

We come together to praise God. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 



 

GATHERING HYMN 
Lord, listen to your children praying            Ken Medema 
 
Lord, listen to your children praying. 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying. 
Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 
 
Blessed are you holy and living One. 
You come to your people and set them free. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE GLORIA         
 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray. 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all 
people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of 
his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE LESSON 
A Reading from Nehemiah                                                       8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the 
scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, 
the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear 
with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the 
square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and 
the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the 
book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing 
above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, 



 

the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they 
bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. So they read from the 
book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people 
understood the reading. 

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught 
the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep." 
For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, "Go your 
way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is 
prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength."  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE RESPONSE                  Psalm 19 
Caeli enarrant                                                              
 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
 
2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 
3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 
 
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 
 
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 



 

 
8 The statutes of the Lord are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 
 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 
 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 
 
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 
 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke                  4:14-21            
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone. 



 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing." 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE SERMON   The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
NICENE CREED                   from Enriching Our Worship 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                   adapted from the Litany for Social Justice 
 
Brothers and Sisters: God commands us through Jesus Christ to love one another. In baptism, we 
promise to “seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbors as ourselves and to strive 
for justice and peace, and respect the dignity of every human being.” Let us now honor those 
vows as we offer our intercessions: 
 
We pray for the reconciliation of all people, and for the Church throughout the world, that it may 
be an instrument of your healing love. We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our 
Diocesan Bishop; Paula, our Rector; and Karen, our Deacon. We pray for our sister congregations 
in the Evelyn Underhill Region: St. George’s, Maplewood; Christ Church in Short Hills; St. Paul’s, 
Chatham; and Calvary, Summit. We pray for Cross Roads.  
God of outreach and restoration, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for continued blessings on all peacemakers, on leaders who value peace, and on everyone 
who promotes nonviolent solutions to conflict. We pray for Joseph, our President, and Philip, our 
Governor. We pray for a speedy end to all violence and warfare around the world.  
God of peace and gentleness, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the strength of heart and mind to look beyond ourselves and address the needs of 
our brothers and sisters throughout the world; for the rural and urban poor; for the rebuilding 
of our communities; and for an end to the cycles of violence that threaten our future. 
God of generosity and compassion, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all nations, that they may live in unity, peace, and concord; and that all people may 
know justice and enjoy the perfect freedom that only God can give. We pray for an end to violence 
in the Holy Land. 
God of liberty and freedom, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray that the Holy Spirit may embrace the most vulnerable members of our society; we pray 
also for an end to the growing disparity between the rich and poor; and for the grace and courage 
to strive for economic justice. We pray for Family Promise Essex County and North Porch. 
God of all gifts and blessings, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for an end to prejudice throughout our country and the world; that we will respect all 
people as precious children of God; and that racism, sexism, and all other forms of discrimination 
will be forever banished from our hearts, our society, and our laws. We give thanks for the life 
and witness of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
God of fellowship and equality, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for a reverence of creation; that we will have the tools and the will to conserve it; that 
we will use its bountiful resources in the service of others; and that we will become better 
stewards of all that has been entrusted to us. 



 

God of nature and the universe, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all immigrants, refugees, and pilgrims from around the world, that they may be 
welcomed in our midst and be treated with fairness, dignity, and respect.  
God of outcasts and wanderers, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the sick, the aged and the infirm; for those with physical or mental disabilities; that 
all may have access to proper health care; and that God’s loving embrace may be felt by all who 
suffer. We pray for: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

God of comfort and healing, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all prisoners and captives; that a spirit of forgiveness may replace vengeance and 
retribution; and that we, with all the destitute, lonely, and oppressed, may be restored to the 
fullness of God’s grace. 
God of absolution and mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all children and families, and particularly for the orphaned, neglected, abused, and 
those who live in fear of violence or disease; that they may be relieved and protected.  We give 
thanks for the St. Stephen’s Preschool. 
God of children and families, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who have died as a result of violence, war, disease or famine, especially those who 
died because of human blindness, neglect, or hardness of heart; we pray for the known 315 to be 
killed and the known 614 to be injured in 929 incidents of gun violence in the U.S. from January 
13th through January 19th. 
God of eternal life and resurrecting love, hear our prayer. 
 
  

Peggy Thompson   Joseph G. Evan D. and Family 
Felder Dorn   Kelly Olson Alexandra Shuss 
Donna Riggi   Jane Rossiter Donna Stadler Hostetler 
The Blanchard Family   Linda Moran Brian Roland 
The McManus Family   Nicole & Emma Renee Kleppinger 
Bernard & Nathan Ningyu Liu The Freeman/Sullivan Family 
The Fitzgerald Family Jamie Stack Therese Card 
Lucille B. KT Thalin Colleen Shaughnessy 
Jack Moreno Mike Losito  
Mary Jo Zarance Cara Lynn Cavin  



 

The Presider offers a concluding Collect. 
 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear what we ask in the name of your Son. Watch over our 
country now and guide our leaders in all knowledge and truth and make your ways known among 
all people. In the passion of debate give them a quiet spirit; in the complexities of the issues give 
them courageous hearts.  Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, 
nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 

We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our households. This is 
a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament. 

The peace of Christ be always with you.  And also with you.  
 
 

Sending 
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
BLESSING  

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always.  Amen. 
 
  



 

SENDING HYMN 
For everyone born     
 
For everyone born, a place at the table, 
for everyone born, clean water and bread, 
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 
for everyone born, a star overhead. 
 
For young and for old, a place at the table, 
a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 
the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 
for young and for old, the right to belong. 
 
For everyone born, a place at the table, 
to live without fear, and simply to be, 
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 
for everyone born, the right to be free. 
 
And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion, and peace; 
yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy. 
 
Words: Shirley Erena Murray; Music: Brian Mann 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


 

Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Music Director/Soloist:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
Altar Guild:  Jean James, Nancy Sieffert 
Lectors:  Kira Hanson, Fran Taber 
Usher:  Pete Soltys 
Screener:  Irene Poirier 
 
 
Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 
 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

1/23 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship: Liturgy of the Word 
11:30 AM Reading with the Rector 
1:00 PM AA Meeting 

1/24 7:30 PM MA Meeting 
1/25 5:00 PM Women’s Lectionary Study 
1/26 8:00 PM AA Meeting 
1/29 7:30 PM AA Meeting 

1/30 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship: Liturgy of the Word 
1:00 PM AA Meeting 

 

Financial Stewardship – As of today, we have received 28 pledges totaling $106,804, including 
an increase in an existing pledge! Thank you to all who have made this commitment to give in 
faith. This means we have only $13,196 to meet our 2022 pledge goal, though it would be great if 
we could meet our 2020 goal of $132,000. This year, in addition to regular pledges, we have about 
$10,000 in gifts to help offset flood recovery costs. The generosity of this parish is beautiful and 
faithful and is a major reason we are able to live our faith in the ways that we do. 

We cannot be the faithful, vibrant community we are without all of us doing our part, including 
financially. Pledging so that we have an idea of how to build our budget for next year, is essential. 
The easiest way if you have a computer and access to the internet is to pledge online via our 
website, or using Tithe.ly. If you'd rather submit a pledge by mail or in the offering plate, let us 
know. We'll be sure you have a pledge card. 
 
AA/MA Meetings – Weekly AA Meeting times are on Sunday at 1:00pm, Wednesday at 8:00pm 
and Saturday at 7:30pm. Weekly MA Meeting times are on Monday at 7:30pm (NEW). 

http://ststephensmillburn.org/online-pledge-card/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/762938


 

Reading with the Rector – Today! Sunday, January 23rd at 11:30am, we will be discussing 
Breakfast with Buddha by Roland Merullo. 
 
Next month, we will be discussing Mad in America by Robert Whitaker.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT OUR COMMON WORSHIP 

 
Effective Tuesday, January 18th, registration is no longer required to attend our Worship Services. 

• Do what is right for you, while remembering that your decisions impact other 
people, too. Please worship from home if you are unvaccinated/unboosted, at higher 
risk for any reason, have been exposed to Covid within the past week, have had a 
positive test without a subsequent negative test, or have any symptoms of illness. 

• We will forego Communion for the time being, sharing in the Liturgy of the Word. 

• We will take temperatures and maintain the contact tracing information in the 
foyer. If you arrive with a temperature and/or have signs of illness, we will lovingly 
and gently ask you to take care of yourself and others by returning home and joining 
in the worship on Facebook or YouTube. 

• Remain fully masked at all times while in the building. 

• Maintain physical distance of at least three feet by household/pod. We've made that 
easier by removing the cushions from some of the pews. 

• Refrain from any up close contact with anyone outside of your household/pod, 
including hugging, hand shaking, fist or elbow bumps. 

• Enjoy listening to our wonderfully talented vocalists, while refraining from singing 
yourself. 

• Don't hang around inside after the service to catch up with people. Weather 
permitting, do spend a few minutes chatting outside, preferably while following the 
masking and physical distancing protocols. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property & Preschool Warden 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


