
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here. If you are with us in the 
building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by remaining fully masked. 
Everything you need to participate in the bulletin is here. The words in bold are spoken by the 
people. Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
 
 
 

THE FEAST OF ABSALOM JONES 
Sunday, February 13, 2022 

Liturgy of the Word 
 
 

 
 
 



 

NOTES ABOUT THE SERVICE 
 

Today we celebrate the life and ministry of Absalom Jones, the first Black person ordained to 
the diaconate and priesthood in The Episcopal Church.  Jones was born enslaved to Abraham 
Wynkoop in 1746 in Delaware and moved to Philadelphia with Wynkoop. Because of 
Wynkoop’s religious affiliation, attended St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.  Manumitted in 1784, 
Jones and his wife, also an enslaved person, left St. Peter’s and began worshipping at a Methodist 
Episcopal Church.  There he met Richard Allen and the two founded the Free African Society in 
1787, while also increasing Black membership at St. George’s.  This ultimately led to his decision 
to leave the parish after the leadership decided to segregate Black worshippers in the upper 
gallery, a gallery funded in large part by the Black membership. 
 

After leaving St. George’s, Jones re-connected with The Episcopal Church when Free African 
Society religious services were presided over by a White clergy person from St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church. The Free African Society built the African Church of Philadelphia, where Jones accepted 
the call to provide pastoral leadership.  In October, 1794, that parish was admitted to the 
Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania as the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, with 
conditions that included licensing Jones as a layreader and, if qualified, ordaining him as minister.  
He was ordained a deacon in 1795 and a priest in 1802.  The African Episcopal Church of St. 
Thomas continues to be a vibrant Episcopal parish in Philadelphia. 
 

Although Jones was ordained to the priesthood some 220 years ago, The Episcopal Church 
continues to reckon with its history of institutional racism.  Although race is less of an obstacle 
to ordination now than it was in Jones’ time, leadership is disproportionately White, with 
obstacles to full inclusion that reflect the secular culture and society. 
 

As part of our ministry of recognizing and raising up the often unheard or under-appreciated 
voices, this service celebrates the voices of Black Episcopalians and highlights the 
need for justice and reconciliation in the choice of music and prayers: 
 

The lectionary is that appointed for the Feast of Absalom Jones in Lesser Feasts and Fasts, a 
supplemental lectionary in The Episcopal Church. 
 

The Gathering Hymn:  We shall overcome is a Negro Spiritual, arranged by Carl Haywood, 
who also wrote the Gloria. Dr. Haywood is one of the leading church musicians in the field. For 
twenty-six years he served as organist/choir director at Grace Episcopal Church, Norfolk and 
has served on the Liturgical Commission for the Diocese of Southern Virginia, the Standing 
Commission on Liturgy and Music for the Episcopal Church of America and as Director of Music 
for the Union of Black Episcopalians.  He was an editor of Lift Every Voice and Sing II: An African 
American Hymnal and contributes to other hymnals, including as lead contributor to Wonder, 
Love, and Praise. 
 
The Litany of Reconciliation used for the Prayers of the People was crafted by the Rev. Chris 
Keene of Immanuel-on-the-Green in New Castle, DE. He prepared it for a Delaware Episcopal 
clergy Zoom meeting where white supremacy was the topic. 
 



 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GATHERING HYMN 
227 We Shall Overcome  

 
 
Words: Traditional; Music: Negro Spiritual; arr. Carl Haywood (b. 1949), from The Haywood Collection of Negro 
Spirituals, Copyright © 1992. 



 

Blessed are you holy and living One. 
You come to your people and set them free. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
THE GLORIA         
Glory, glory, hallelujah               Carl Haywood 
 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray. 

Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear; that, honoring the steadfast 
courage of your servant Absalom Jones, we may show forth in our lives the reconciling love and 
true freedom of the children of God, which you have given us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
THE LESSON 
A Reading from Isaiah                                                                     42:5-9 

Thus says God, the Lord, 
who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it 
and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
a light to the nations, 
to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 



 

I am the Lord, that is my name; 
my glory I give to no other, 
nor my praise to idols. 
 
See, the former things have come to pass, 
and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
I tell you of them. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE RESPONSE                 Psalm 126 
In convertendo                 
 
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream. 
 
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
 
3 Then they said among the nations, * 
"The Lord has done great things for them." 
 
4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed. 
 
5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev. 
 
6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy. 
 
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John                           15:12-15            
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 



 

Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what 
I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything 
that I have heard from my Father." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE SERMON   The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
NICENE CREED                   from Enriching Our Worship 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                         Litany of Reconciliation crafted by the Rev. Chris Keene 

In hope that the arc of history bends toward justice, we lift up our prayers for racial healing, 
saying: Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For the Church, that its prophetic voice may proclaim to all the challenge to break the hopeless 
cycles of poverty, ignorance, prejudice, and despair which degrade the sacred dignity of 
humankind: we pray: 



 

Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For our country, that we might celebrate our racial diversity and the distinctive and rich 
contributions of every fiber of our cultural fabric: we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For wise and decisive action on the part of local and national leaders, that the scandal of racism 
may be eradicated from our society: we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For an end to the subtle racism of economic oppression which permeates our society’s structures 
and resides in many hearts, we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For our faith communities, that they may not succumb to indifference or accept the status quo, 
but press on for fundamental change, we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For the victims of racial discrimination, that they may be filled with hope for a more just future, 
healing from wounds received, courage to advocate for change and for peace, and the grace to 
overcome hated with love, we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For those who work for racial justice, that they may be sustained in hope, empowered with 
courage, and filled with the grace to persevere in love, we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our Diocesan Bishop; Paula, our Rector; and 
Karen, our Deacon. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for Joseph, our President; Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for our sister congregations in the Evelyn Underhill Region: St. George’s, Maplewood; 
Christ Church in Short Hills; St. Paul’s, Chatham; and Calvary, Summit. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for our partners in ministry – Cross Roads, Family Promise, and North Porch. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We give thanks for the St. Stephen’s Preschool. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 



 

We pray for all who are suffering and in need, especially… 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for the known 327 to be killed and the known 528 to be injured in 855 incidents of gun 
violence in the U.S. from February 3rd through February 9th. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect. 
 
Jesus our brother, You revealed God through your wise words and loving deeds, and we 
encounter you still today in the faces of those whom society has pushed to the margins. Guide us, 
through the love you revealed, to establish the justice you proclaimed, that all peoples might dwell 
in harmony and peace, united by that one love that binds us to each other, and to you.  Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 

We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our households. This is 
a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament. 

The peace of Christ be always with you.  And also with you.  
 
 

Sending 
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 

Peggy Thompson   Joseph G. Alexandra Shuss 
Felder Dorn   Kelly Olson Donna Stadler Hostetler 
Donna Riggi   Linda Moran Brian Roland 
The Blanchard Family   Jane Rossiter Renee Kleppinger 
The McManus Family   Nicole & Emma Therese Card 
Bernard & Nathan Ningyu Liu Colleen Shaughnessy 
Lucille B. KT Thalin Liliane Khouri 
Jack Moreno Mike Losito Drew 

  Mary Jo Zarance Evan D. and Family  



 

Please be seated. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
BLESSING  

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always.  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN 
711 Seek ye first the kingdom of God                     Seek Ye First 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 
 

 

Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Music Director:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker 
Vocalists: Peter Wick, Kira Hanson 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
Altar Guild:  Julia Dorn 
Lectors:  Peter Wick, Fran Taber 
Usher:  Steve Moran 
Screener:  Barbara Riedel 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


 

Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

2/13 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship: Liturgy of the Word 
11:30 AM Reading with the Rector 

2/14 7:30 PM MA Meeting 
2/15 5:00 PM Women’s Lectionary Study 
2/16 7:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting 
2/17 7:00 PM Preschool Committee Meeting 

2/20 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship: Liturgy of the Word 
11:30 AM Vestry Meeting 

 

Financial Stewardship – As of today, we have received 34 pledges totaling $116,905 including 
an increase in an existing pledge! Thank you to all who have made this commitment to give in 
faith. This means we have only $3,095 to meet our 2022 pledge goal, though it would be great if 
we could meet our 2020 goal of $132,000. This year, in addition to regular pledges, we have about 
$10,000 in gifts to help offset flood recovery costs. The generosity of this parish is beautiful and 
faithful and is a major reason we are able to live our faith in the ways that we do. 
 
We cannot be the faithful, vibrant community we are without all of us doing our part, including 
financially. Pledging so that we have an idea of how to build our budget for next year, is essential. 
The easiest way if you have a computer and access to the internet is to pledge online via our 
website, or using Tithe.ly. If you'd rather submit a pledge by mail or in the offering plate, let us 
know. We'll be sure you have a pledge card. 
 
Souper Sunday – Today is Souper Sunday for the Food Barrel at St. Stephen's. All cans of soup 
received this week will be distributed by the Apostles' House to families and individuals unable to 
afford adequate food. Thanks for helping to make this a SUPER SOUPER SUNDAY! 
 
Reading with the Rector – At 11:30am today, we will be discussing Wholehearted Faith by 
Rachel Held Evans. Our next book discussion will be Radical Welcome: Embracing God, the Other, 
and the Spirit of Transformation by Stephanie Spellers on March 13th. 
 
NEW Facebook Group: Black History Month Movie Connection – February is Black 
History Month and the diocesan staff have an exciting list of (16) recommended movies. You are 
invited to join Rev. Paula in watching as many as possible and then posting your thoughts and 
questions in our NEW Facebook Group: Black History Month Movie Connection. 
 

We've made this group private, which means only group members will see who is participating 
and what they post. Rev. Paula will act as administrator, approving requests to join the discussion. 
Please join us in watching and discussing: 

http://ststephensmillburn.org/online-pledge-card/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/762938
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1348313132319209


 

• 12 Years a Slave (2013) 
• 13th (2016) 
• 42 (2012) 
• The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman (1974) 
• BlacKkKlansman (2018) 
• Black Panther (2018) 
• Daughters of the Dust (1991) 
• Guess Who's Coming to Dinner (1967) 
• Harriet (2019) • Hidden Figures (2016) 
• In the Heat of the Night (1967) 
• Lilies of the Field (1963) 
• Marshall (2017) 
• Mississippi Burning (1988) 
• A Raisin in the Sun (1961) 
• Sylvie's Love (2020) 

 

We look forward to connecting with you in this fun and entertaining way! 
 
Women’s Lectionary Study – We will meet via Zoom on Tuesday, February 15th from 5:00- 
6:00pm to study A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year W by Wilda Gafney. 
 
NEW Evelyn Underhill Regional Ministry Network Meeting for Prayer and 
Conversation – Bishop Hughes has grouped all congregations into eight different regions, based 
on geographic area, with a goal to support and care for one another in our ministry. You are 
invited to join a meeting of the Evelyn Underhill Regional Ministry Network to connect with each 
other, share information, and get an update from the Diocese on Thursday, Feb. 17 from 7- 8pm. 
Please save the date and make plans to attend. Zoom details are available in this week’s newsletter. 
 
NEW 2022 Lenten Meditations – This year, Episcopal Relief & Development’s Lenten 
Meditations will focus on those who were transformed. These Lenten Meditations are now 
delivered only via email and as a downloadable PDF. A link to subscribe for your daily email 
meditations or to download a PDF is also available in this week’s newsletter. 
 
AA/MA Meetings – Weekly MA Meeting times are on Monday at 7:30pm.  Weekly AA Meetings 
have been suspended. Please check your weekly newsletter/bulletin for updates. 

 
 

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/church-in-action/lent/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/church-in-action/lent/


 

 
 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property & Preschool Warden 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688, ext. 32 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 

 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT OUR COMMON WORSHIP 

 
• Do what is right for you, while remembering that your decisions impact other people, too. 

Please worship from home if you are unvaccinated/unboosted, at higher risk for any reason, 
have been exposed to Covid within the past week, have had a positive test without a 
subsequent negative test, or have any symptoms of illness. 

• We will forego Communion for the time being, sharing in the Liturgy of the Word. 
• We will take temperatures and maintain the contact tracing information in the foyer. If you 

arrive with a temperature and/or have signs of illness, we will lovingly and gently ask you to 
take care of yourself and others by returning home and joining in the worship on Facebook 
or YouTube. 

• Remain fully masked at all times while in the building. 
• Maintain physical distance of at least three feet by household/pod. We've made that easier by 

removing the cushions from some of the pews. 
• Refrain from any up close contact with anyone outside of your household/pod, including 

hugging, hand shaking, fist or elbow bumps. 
• Enjoy listening to our wonderfully talented vocalists, while refraining from singing yourself. 
• Don't hang around inside after the service to catch up with people. Weather permitting, do 

spend a few minutes chatting outside, preferably while following the masking and physical 
distancing protocols. 


