
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here. If you are with us in the 
building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by remaining fully masked. 
Everything you need to participate in the bulletin is here.  The words in bold are spoken by the 
people. Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966.        

LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
Sunday, February 27, 2022 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
 
WELCOME 

 
Gather 

We come together to praise God. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 



 

GATHERING HYMN 
427 When morning gilds the skies             Laudes Domini 

 
 
Blessed are you holy and living One. 
You come to your people and set them free. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



 

THE GLORIA         
SSH 48 Glory to God 

 
 
 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 



 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray. 

O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy 
mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be 
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE LESSON 
A Reading from Exodus                                                        34:29-35 

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets 
of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had 
been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was 
shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the 
leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the 
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him 
on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but 
whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he 
came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the 
Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put 
the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE RESPONSE                    Psalm 99 
Dominus regnavit 

1 The Lord is King; 
let the people tremble; * 
he is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake. 
 
2 The Lord is great in Zion; * 
he is high above all peoples. 
 
3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * 
he is the Holy One. 
 
4 "O mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; * 
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob." 



 

5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God 
and fall down before his footstool; * 
he is the Holy One. 
 
6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, * 
they called upon the Lord, and he answered them. 
 
7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 
 
8 O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; * 
you were a God who forgave them, 
yet punished them for their evil deeds. 
 
9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God 
and worship him upon his holy hill; * 
for the Lord our God is the Holy One. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke                           9:28-43a          
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while 
he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 
Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were 
speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his 
companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory 
and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, 
it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah"--not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed 
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that 
said, "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found 
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen. 
 
On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. Just then 
a man from the crowd shouted, "Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. 
Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the 
mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they 
could not." Jesus answered, "You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be 
with you and bear with you? Bring your son here." While he was coming, the demon dashed him 



 

to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him 
back to his father. And all were astounded at the greatness of God. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE SERMON   The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
NICENE CREED                   from Enriching Our Worship 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                         Litany of Reconciliation crafted by the Rev. Chris Keene 

In hope that the arc of history bends toward justice, we lift up our prayers for racial healing, 
saying: Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For the Church, that its prophetic voice may proclaim to all the challenge to break the hopeless 
cycles of poverty, ignorance, prejudice, and despair which degrade the sacred dignity of 
humankind: we pray:  Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For our country, that we might celebrate our racial diversity and the distinctive and rich 
contributions of every fiber of our cultural fabric: we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 



 

For wise and decisive action on the part of local and national leaders, that the scandal of racism 
may be eradicated from our society: we pray:  Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For an end to the subtle racism of economic oppression which permeates our society’s structures 
and resides in many hearts, we pray:  Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For our faith communities, that they may not succumb to indifference or accept the status quo, 
but press on for fundamental change, we pray:  Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For the victims of racial discrimination, that they may be filled with hope for a more just future, 
healing from wounds received, courage to advocate for change and for peace, and the grace to 
overcome hatred with love, we pray:  Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For those who work for racial justice, that they may be sustained in hope, empowered with 
courage, and filled with the grace to persevere in love, we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our Diocesan Bishop; Paula, our Rector; and 
Karen, our Deacon.  Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for Joseph, our President; Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for our sister congregations in the Evelyn Underhill Region: St. George’s, Maplewood; 
Christ Church in Short Hills; St. Paul’s, Chatham; and Calvary, Summit. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for our partners in ministry – Cross Roads, Family Promise, and North Porch. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We give thanks for the St. Stephen’s Preschool. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for all who are suffering and in need, especially… 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

And we pray for Colleen Shaughnessy who entered into greater glory last week.  

Peggy Thompson   Joseph G. Donna Stadler Hostetler 
Felder Dorn   Kelly Olson Brian Roland 
Donna Riggi   Jane Rossiter Renee Kleppinger 
The Blanchard Family   Nicole & Emma Colleen Shaughnessy 
The McManus Family   Ningyu Liu Liliane Khouri 
Bernard & Nathan KT Thalin Alma Greenfield 
Lucille B. Mike Losito Drew 
Jack Moreno Evan D. and Family Shirley 
Mary Jo Zarance Alexandra Shuss Theresa Scharff 



 

Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for the known 296 to be killed and the known 598 to be injured in 894 incidents of gun 
violence in the U.S. from February 17th through February 23rd. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
A Prayer for Ukraine from Archbishop Justin Welby and Archbishop Stephen Cottrell. 
 

God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today. We pray for peace and the 
laying down of weapons. We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort 
would draw near to them. We pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom, 
discernment and compassion to guide their decisions. Above all, we pray for all your precious 
children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold and protect them. We pray in the name of Jesus, 
the Prince of peace.  Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect. 
 

Jesus our brother, You revealed God through your wise words and loving deeds, and we 
encounter you still today in the faces of those whom society has pushed to the margins. Guide us, 
through the love you revealed, to establish the justice you proclaimed, that all peoples might dwell 
in harmony and peace, united by that one love that binds us to each other, and to you.  Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 

We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our households. This is 
a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament. 

The peace of Christ be always with you.  And also with you.  
 

Sending 
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 



 

BLESSING  

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always.  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN 
460, st. 1, 3, 4  Alleluia! sing to Jesus                Hyfrydol 

 



 

DISMISSAL 

 
POSTLUDE 
 

 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 
 

 

Liturgical Stewardship  
Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Music Director:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
Altar Guild:  Julia Dorn, Nancy Sieffert 
Lectors:  Fran Young, Barbara Riedel 
Usher:  Steve Moran 
Screener:  Barbara Riedel 
 

 

  

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


 

Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

2/27 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship: Liturgy of the Word 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 

2/28 7:30 PM MA Meeting 

3/1 5:00 PM Women’s Lectionary Study 

3/2 

6:30 AM Ashes To Go (Millburn Train Station) 

12:00 PM Service with Imposition of Ashes 

7:30 PM Service with Imposition of Ashes 

3/4 9:00 AM Interfaith Bible Hour 

3/5 7:30 PM AA Meeting 

3/6 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship: Liturgy of the Word 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
 
Financial Stewardship – There have been no changes to the pledge total of $116,905 for the 
last couple of weeks, which means we have not met our goal of $120,000. If you have not made 
a pledge, you may do so at any time. The easiest way if you have a computer and access to the 
internet is to pledge online via our website, or using Tithe.ly. 

Women’s Lectionary Study – We will meet via Zoom on Tuesday, March 1st from 5:00- 
6:00pm to study A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year W by Wilda Gafney. 

Ash Wednesday – Rev. Paula and Peter Wick will be distributing “Ashes to Go” at the Millburn 
Train Station on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd from 6:30 to 8:30am. Regular Ash Wednesday 
services will be held at the church at 12:00 noon and 7:30pm. 

Interfaith bible Hour – On March 4th at 9:00am, we will meet via Zoom with our friends from 
Christ Church in Short Hills and Temple B'nai Jeshurun to talk about the Book of Genesis. 

Reading with the Rector – We will be discussing Lamb: The Gospel According to Biff, Christ's 
Childhood Pal, by Christopher Moore on March 13th. 

AA/MA Meetings – Weekly AA Meeting times are on Sunday at 1:00pm, Wednesday at 8:00pm  
and Saturday at 7:30pm. Weekly MA Meeting times are on Monday at 7:30pm. 

http://ststephensmillburn.org/online-pledge-card/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/762938


 

 

 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property & Preschool Warden 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 

 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT OUR COMMON WORSHIP 
• Do what is right for you, while remembering that your decisions impact other people, too. 

Please worship from home if you are unvaccinated/unboosted, at higher risk for any reason, 
have been exposed to Covid within the past week, have had a positive test without a 
subsequent negative test, or have any symptoms of illness. 

• We will forego Communion for the time being, sharing in the Liturgy of the Word. 
• We will take temperatures and maintain the contact tracing information in the foyer. If you 

arrive with a temperature and/or have signs of illness, we will lovingly and gently ask you to 
take care of yourself and others by returning home and joining in the worship on Facebook 
or YouTube. 

• Remain fully masked at all times while in the building. 
• Maintain physical distance of at least three feet by household/pod. We've made that easier 

by removing the cushions from some of the pews. 
• Refrain from any up close contact with anyone outside of your household/pod, including 

hugging, hand shaking, fist or elbow bumps. 
• Enjoy listening to our wonderfully talented vocalists, while refraining from singing yourself. 
• Don't hang around inside after the service to catch up with people. Weather permitting, do 

spend a few minutes chatting outside, preferably while following the masking and physical 
distancing protocols. 


