
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here. If you are with us in the 
building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by remaining fully masked. 
The bulletin prompts to stand or sit are invitation, not obligation.  What is most important is that 
you are comfortable enough to enter fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for 
you, body and soul.    

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
Sunday, March 13, 2022 

A Penitential Order, Rite II 

 

  



 

PRELUDE 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GATHERING HYMN 
401 The God of Abraham praise             Leoni 

 



 

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
His mercy endures for ever. 
 
Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment 
greater than these."    Mark 12:29-31 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
TRISAGION 
Holy God 

  
 
Setting: Carl Haywood (b. 1949) from Mass for Grace. © 1997 Carl Haywood. 

 
Word 

We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your 
ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 



 

unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives 
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE LESSON 
A Reading from Genesis                                                                15:1-12,17-18 

The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; 
your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I 
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have 
given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the 
Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your 
heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able 
to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord; 
and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this 
land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to 
him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a 
turtledove, and a young pigeon.” He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half 
over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey came down 
on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness 
descended upon him. 
 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed 
between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your 
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE RESPONSE                        Psalm 27 
A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church: Year A 
 
I The FIRE OF SINAI is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? 
The ARK OF SAFETY is the strength of my life; 
whom shall I dread? 
 
2 When evildoers advance against me 
to devour my flesh, 
my adversaries and my foes, 
they shall stumble and fall. 



 

3 If a battalion besieges me, 
my heart shall not fear; 
though war rise up against me, 
in this will I trust. 
 
4 One thing I asked of the FOUNT OF LIFE, 
that [one thing] will I seek: 
to live in the house of the WOMB OF LIFE 
all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the WELLSPRING OF LIFE, 
and to inquire in her temple. 
 
5 She will shield me in her shelter 
when the day is evil; 
she will cover me under the cover of her tent; 
she will raise me high on a rock. 
 
6 Now my head is lifted up 
above my enemies all around me, 
and I will sacrifice in her tent, joyful sacrifices; 
I will sing and make melody to the FOUNT OF JUSTICE. 
 
7 Hear my cry, FAITHFUL ONE, when I cry aloud, 
be gracious to me and answer me! 
 
8 To you my heart says, "seek my face!" 
Your face, JUST ONE, do I seek. 
 
9 Do not hide your face from me. 
Do not send your slave away in anger; 
you have been my help. 
Do not abandon me, do not forsake me, 
God of my salvation! 
 
10 If my mother and father forsake me, 
the COMPASSIONATE GOD will gather me in. 
 
13 If I but believe, I shall see the goodness of SHE WHO IS FAITHFUL 
in the land of the living. 
 
14 Wait for the LIVING GOD; 
be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
wait for GOD WHOSE NAME IS HOLY! 



 

SEQUENCE HYMN 
455 O love of God, how strong and true                Dunedin 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke                13:31-35 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, "Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you." He 
said to them, "Go and tell that fox for me, 'Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures 
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next 
day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.' 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 
often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until 
the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'" 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE SERMON   The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 



 

NICENE CREED                   from Enriching Our Worship 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                         Litany of Reconciliation crafted by the Rev. Chris Keene 

In hope that the arc of history bends toward justice, we lift up our prayers for racial healing, 
saying: Bind us together, O God of love. 
 

For the Church, that its prophetic voice may proclaim to all the challenge to break the hopeless 
cycles of poverty, ignorance, prejudice, and despair which degrade the sacred dignity of 
humankind: we pray:  Bind us together, O God of love. 
 

For our country, that we might celebrate our racial diversity and the distinctive and rich 
contributions of every fiber of our cultural fabric: we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For wise and decisive action on the part of local and national leaders, that the scandal of racism 
may be eradicated from our society: we pray:  Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For an end to the subtle racism of economic oppression which permeates our society’s structures 
and resides in many hearts, we pray:  Bind us together, O God of love. 
For our faith communities, that they may not succumb to indifference or accept the status quo, 
but press on for fundamental change, we pray:  Bind us together, O God of love. 
 

For the victims of racial discrimination, that they may be filled with hope for a more just future, 
healing from wounds received, courage to advocate for change and for peace, and the grace to 
overcome hatred with love, we pray:  Bind us together, O God of love. 
 



 

For those who work for racial justice, that they may be sustained in hope, empowered with 
courage, and filled with the grace to persevere in love, we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 

We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our Diocesan Bishop; Paula, our Rector; and 
Karen, our Deacon.  Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for Joseph, our President; Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 

We pray for our sister congregations in the Evelyn Underhill Region: St. George’s, Maplewood; 
Christ Church in Short Hills; St. Paul’s, Chatham; and Calvary, Summit. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 

We pray for our partners in ministry – Cross Roads, Family Promise, and North Porch. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 

We give thanks for the St. Stephen’s Preschool. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 

We pray for all who are suffering and in need, especially… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray for all who have entered into greater glory. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 

We pray for the known 303 to be killed and the known 608 to be injured in 911 incidents of gun 
violence in the U.S. from March 3rd through March 9th. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect. 
 

Jesus our brother, You revealed God through your wise words and loving deeds, and we 
encounter you still today in the faces of those whom society has pushed to the margins. Guide us, 
through the love you revealed, to establish the justice you proclaimed, that all peoples might dwell 
in harmony and peace, united by that one love that binds us to each other, and to you.  Amen. 
 

Peggy Thompson Mary Jo Zarance Liliane Khouri 
Felder Dorn   Joseph G. Alma Greenfield 
Donna Riggi   Jane Rossiter Drew 
The Blanchard Family Ningyu Liu Shirley 
The McManus Family KT Thalin Theresa Scharff 
Bernard & Nathan Mike Losito Edora Pickering 
Lucille B. Evan D. and Family Virginia Whatley 
Jack Moreno Donna Stadler Hostetler  



 

THE PEACE 

We share Christ’s peace with each other, from our pews and touching only those people in our households. This is 
a liturgical act of reconciliation in preparation to receive the Sacrament. 
 
The peace of Christ be always with you.  And also with you.  

 
Table 

We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
A Hymn for Peace           Finlandia 

 



 

THE DOXOLOGY 

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                          Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, 
fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may 
come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
SANCTUS 
S130 Holy, holy, holy Lord                                                         Schubert                                                                                                     

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 



 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the feast. 

 
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Please come to steps of the chancel to receive the bread, keeping six feet between households. 
Remain masked until you return to your seat and then lift your mask to consume the bread. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you 
have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your 
people in heaven and on earth.  Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that 
we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen 
life of Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 
 



 

Sending 
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE 

Keep this your family, Lord, with your never-failing mercy, that relying solely on the help of your 
heavenly grace, they may be upheld by your divine protection; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

  



 

SENDING HYMN 
Lead me, guide me                 Doris M. Akers 

 



 

DISMISSAL 

Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE    
“Shche ne vmerla Ukrainy”                            Mykhailo Verbytsky 
National Anthem of Ukraine 

 
 
 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 
 
 
Liturgical Stewardship  

Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Music Director:  Kim Williams 
Organist:  John Schucker 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
Altar Guild:  Alex Cole, Irene Poirier 
Lectors:  Peter Wick, Kira Hanson 
Usher:  Eric Maurer 
Screener:  Maryalice Chech 
 
 
Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
 
 
“We Pray for Peace” was written by Carol Winfrey Gillette in response to the current crisis in 
Ukraine. Gillette writes hymns about how faith speaks to events in the world as well as new hymns 
based on scripture. She chose the tune Finlandia, from a tone poem by the Finnish composer Jean 
Sibelius. It was written in 1899 and revised in 1900. The piece was composed for the Press 
Celebrations of 1899, a covert protest against increasing censorship from tsarist Russia. 

 
  

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


 

Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

3/13 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
11:30 AM Reading with the Rector 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
3/14 7:30 PM MA Meeting 
3/15 5:00 PM Women’s Lectionary Study 

3/16 
7:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting 
8:00 PM AA Meeting 

3/17 
10:30 AM Lenten Series 

7:00 PM Preschool Committee Meeting 
3/19 7:30 PM AA Meeting 

3/20 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
11:30 AM Vestry Meeting 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
 

ALL Lenten Offerings – We have many options to observe a holy Lent, including additional 
worship services here and with our sister parishes in the Evelyn Underhill Region; in-person, 
Zoomed, and online discussion group Adult Formation; a fun at-home activity for children, 
youth, and families; and more. A special edition of our newsletter has all of the details. 

You can view the newsletter on our website, or here. 
 

Lenten Series – We will be reading Witness at the Cross: A Beginner's Guide to Holy Friday 
by Amy-Jill Levine as our annual Lenten study. Join us via Zoom, or in-person on Thursdays: 
March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, and April 7th, and 14th. 
 

Women’s Lectionary Study – We will meet via Zoom on Tuesday, March 15th from 5:00- 
6:00pm to study A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year W by Wilda Gafney. 
 

Reading with the Rector – Today at 11:30am, we will be discussing Lamb: The Gospel According 
to Biff, Christ's Childhood Pal, by Christopher Moore. 
 

AA/MA Meetings – Weekly AA Meeting times are on Sunday at 1:00pm, Wednesday at 
8:00pm and Saturday at 7:30pm. Weekly MA Meeting times are on Monday at 7:30pm. 
 

Financial Stewardship – As of 3/1/22, our pledge total is $118,405, which is $1595 short of 
our goal of $120,000. If you have not made a pledge, you may do so at any time. The easiest 
way if you have a computer and access to the internet is to pledge online via our website, or 
using Tithe.ly. 
 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/SPECIAL-EDITION--Lent-to-Easter.html?soid=1108652353319&aid=1mx4XHjXgu0
http://ststephensmillburn.org/online-pledge-card/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/762938


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 
and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property & Preschool Warden 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


