
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here. If you are with us in the 
building, we ask that you join us in showing our love for each other by remaining fully masked. 
The bulletin prompts to stand or sit are invitation, not obligation.  What is most important is that 
you are comfortable enough to enter fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for 
you, body and soul.   

HOLY SATURDAY 
Saturday, April 16, 2022 

Liturgy of the Word 

 

  



 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Let us pray. 
 

O God, Creator of heaven and earth: Grant that, as the crucified body of your dear Son was laid 
in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we may await with him the coming of the third 
day, and rise with him to newness of life; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING 
A Reading from the book of Lamentations.                    3:1-9, 19-24 
 

I am one who has seen affliction 
under the rod of God's wrath; 
he has driven and brought me 
into darkness without any light; 
against me alone he turns his hand, 
again and again, all day long. 
He has made my flesh and my skin waste away, 
and broken my bones; 
he has besieged and enveloped me 
with bitterness and tribulation; 
he has made me sit in darkness 
like the dead of long ago. 
He has walled me about so that I cannot escape; 
he has put heavy chains on me; 
though I call and cry for help, 
he shuts out my prayer; 
he has blocked my ways with hewn stones, 
he has made my paths crooked. 
The thought of my affliction and my homelessness 
is wormwood and gall! 
My soul continually thinks of it 
and is bowed down within me. 
But this I call to mind, 
and therefore I have hope: 
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness. 



 

"The LORD is my portion," says my soul, 
"therefore I will hope in him." 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
THE PSALM             31:1-4, 15-16 
 

In you, O LORD, I seek refuge; 
do not let me ever be put to shame; 
in your righteousness deliver me. 
Incline your ear to me; 
rescue me speedily. 
Be a rock of refuge for me, 
a strong fortress to save me. 
You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 
for your name's sake lead me and guide me, 
take me out of the net that is hidden for me, 
for you are my refuge. 
My times are in your hand; 
deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
Let your face shine upon your servant; 
save me in your steadfast love. 

 
SECOND READING 
A Reading from the First letter of Peter.                    1 Peter 4:1-8 
 
Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same intention (for 
whoever has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin), so as to live for the rest of your earthly 
life no longer by human desires but by the will of God. You have already spent enough time in 
doing what the Gentiles like to do, living in licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, 
carousing, and lawless idolatry. They are surprised that you no longer join them in the same 
excesses of dissipation, and so they blaspheme. But they will have to give an accounting to him 
who stands ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is the reason the gospel was 
proclaimed even to the dead, so that, though they had been judged in the flesh as everyone is 
judged, they might live in the spirit as God does. 
 
The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your 
prayers. Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew            27:57-66 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When it was evening, a rich person came from Arimathea, Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. 
He went to Pilate and requested the body of Jesus; then Pilate commanded it to be given to him. 
So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in clean linen, and laid it in his new tomb, which he had 
hewn in rock. Then he rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and departed. Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary were there, sitting before the tomb. 
 
Now, the next day, which was after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees 
gathered before Pilate. They said, “Lord, we remember what that deceiver said while he was still 
alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ Command, therefore, the tomb be secured until the third day; 
otherwise his disciples may go and steal him, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the 
dead,’ and the last deception would be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You may have 
a squad; go, as secure it as you can.” So they went with the guard and secured the tomb, sealing 
the stone. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE HOMILY  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
In the midst of life we are in death; 
from whom can we seek help? 
From you alone, O Lord, 
who by our sins are justly angered. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, 
Holy and merciful Savior, 
deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death. 
 
Lord, you know the secrets of our hearts; 
shut not your ears to our prayers, 
but spare us, O Lord. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, 
Holy and merciful Savior, 
deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death. 
 



 

O worthy and eternal Judge, 
do not let the pains of death 
turn us away from you at our last hour. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, 
Holy and merciful Savior, 
deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death. 
       
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen. 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

Liturgical Stewardship  

Officiant:  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Tech Verger:  Ron Toland 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
Children & Youth Minister: Grace Savoia-Di Gregorio 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property & Preschool Warden 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


