
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church.  We are delighted that you are here. The 8:00 service is mask-
optional. If you are with us in the building for the 10:00 service, we ask that you join us in showing 
our love for each other by remaining fully masked. The bulletin prompts to stand or sit are 
invitation, not obligation.  What is most important is that you are comfortable enough to enter 
fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for you, body and soul.   
  

 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 29, 2022 
 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II at 8:00 am & 10:00 am  
 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 
 
WELCOME 

 
Gather 

We come together to praise God. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

  



 

GATHERING HYMN 
SSH 11 For the beauty of the earth                              Dix 

 
 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. 



 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GLORIA              BCP, pg. 356 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, 
and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
THE LESSON 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                                                                      16:16-34 

 

With Paul and Silas, we came to Philippi in Macedonia, a Roman colony, and, as we were going to 
the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a 
great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, "These 
men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation." She kept doing 
this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I order you in the 
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour. 
 

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 
and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had brought them 
before the magistrates, they said, "These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews and are 
advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe." The crowd joined 
in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to 
be beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison 
and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put them in the 
innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were unfastened. 
When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about 
to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, 
"Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down 



 

trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, "Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?" They answered, "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household." They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the 
same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were 
baptized without delay. He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and 
his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE RESPONSE                                 Psalm 97 
Dominus regnavit 
 
1 The Lord is King; 
let the earth rejoice; * 
let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
 

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, * 
righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne. 
 

3 A fire goes before him * 
and burns up his enemies on every side. 
 

4 His lightnings light up the world; * 
the earth sees it and is afraid. 
 

5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, * 
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 
 

6 The heavens declare his righteousness, * 
and all the peoples see his glory. 
 

7 Confounded be all who worship carved images 
and delight in false gods! * 
Bow down before him, all you gods. 
 
8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, * 
because of your judgments, O Lord. 
 

9 For you are the Lord, 
most high over all the earth; * 
you are exalted far above all gods. 
 

10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; * 
he preserves the lives of his saints 



 

and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 
 

11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, * 
and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted. 
 

12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, * 
and give thanks to his holy Name. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.                      17:20-26 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus prayed for his disciples, and then he said. "I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf 
of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are 
in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent 
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 
I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that 
you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I desire that those 
also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have 
given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
 
"Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have 
sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which 
you have loved me may be in them, and I in them." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE SERMON  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
NICENE CREED                   from Enriching Our Worship 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 



 

the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Creator, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our 
Diocesan Bishop; Paula, our Rector; Karen, our Deacon; and all bishops, priests, and deacons in 
your Church;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for Joseph, our President; Kamala, our Vice-President; Philip, our Governor; and Maggee, 
our Mayor; and all who hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble especially… 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Peggy Thompson Mike Losito Marianne Jacobs & Family 
Donna Riggi   Evan D. and Family Ed Roman 
The Blanchard Family   Donna Stadler Hostetler Emma Simonich 
The McManus Family Liliane Khouri Scott Landers 
Bernard & Nathan  Drew Inge Bass Mills 
Lucille B. Shirley Agi Lowe 
Jack Moreno Theresa Scharff Joan Shuss 
Joseph G. Virginia Whatley Shane Tate 
Jane Rossiter Lance Hochmuth  
Ningyu Liu & Family Nicole Salvetti  



 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
 

As we mourn the lives of those who were murdered in Buffalo and Uvalde and grieve with all 
those whose lives were forever changed, we offer the following prayers:  
 

For all those who have died in any incident of gun violence. Give to them and all the departed 
eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them.  
 

For survivors of gun violence. Grant them comfort and healing. For those who have lost loved 
ones to gun violence. Grant them peace. For those first responders who care for victims of gun 
violence. Protect and strengthen them. Hear us, Lord.  
 
In recognition of Asian American and Pacific Islander Awareness Month, we offer the following 
prayer: 
 
Healing and Reconciling God: You breathed life into a beautifully and wonderfully diverse 
humanity, a glimpse into the fullness of you and your creation. Over time we have failed to honor 
you as we have repeatedly ignored the fullness of your image in people who do not look like us. 
We have denied the impact of our ignorance on the shape of this country and its people over 
time and today. Help us to see the ways in which we are shaped by history and culture, as well as 
the path forward to healing and reconciliation. Give us courage to be vulnerable, strength to be 
humble, and grace to forgive and be forgiven as we walk the sacred ground of listening to the 
truth of racial injustice in this country.  Amen.  
 
The Presider offers a Concluding Collect. 
 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, 
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of 
souls, and to you we give glory, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you.  
 

Table 
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet 

 
Please be seated. 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 



 

THE DOXOLOGY 
 

At 8:00:  All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 
At 10:00: Sung to the Hyfrydol tune (H 460) 
 

Praise we bring to God the Father, 
Praise we bring to God the Son, 
Praise to God the Holy Spirit, 
Praise to you, the three in one. 
Trinity of love inspire us, 
may we always strive to be 
one in love and one in worship 
-- children of eternity. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain 
of mercy. 
 
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the 
world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 
everlasting life. 
 
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift 
our voices with all creation as we say: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your 
own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we 
might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 
 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and 



 

rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all 
people. 
 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, 
sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, 
in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the 
human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on 
the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out 
for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread 
and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s 
Body in the world. 
 
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with St. Stephen and all 
your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

  



 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD & THE INVITATION 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 

The Gifts of God for you, the People of God. 
 

All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. 
Please come to the steps of the chancel to receive, keeping six feet between households. 

Today we are receiving in one kind only, which is the full sacrament. 

If you are with us remotely, know that the intention or desire to receive is “spiritual communion”. 
If you would like, you may pray the prayer that is after the postlude. 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

Let us pray. 
 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood, a people, forgiven, healed, 
renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life 
of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING                                                                                                         Source: Celtic                                                                                                          
 

The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God strengthen you to be Christ’s hands 
and heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen. 
 
  



 

SENDING HYMN  
H 460, st. 1, 3, 4 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus                 Hyfrydol          

 
  



 

 

 

 
 



 

DISMISSAL  

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION    from The Prayer Book for the Armed Services 
 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist 
is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, 
Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you 
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. 
Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. 
May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
 
LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 
 

Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Music Director: Kim Williams 
Organist: John Schucker 
Tech Verger: Ron Toland 
Altar Guild: Nancy Sieffert, Jean James 
Crucifer/Chalicer: Eric Maurer 
Reader Fran Young 
Intercessor/Usher Barbara Riedel 

 
  



 

Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

5/29 

8:00 AM Sunday Worship 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
11:30 AM Vestry Meeting 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
5/30 7:30 PM MA Meeting 
5/31 5:00 PM Women’s Lectionary Study 
6/3 9:00 AM Interfaith Bible Study 
6/4 8:30 AM Gardening Day at St. Stephen’s 

6/5 
8:00 AM Sunday Worship 

10:00 AM Sunday Worship & Watts Baptism 
1:00 PM AA Meeting 

Harmonium Choral Society’s Open Hearts Weekend – A weekend of music, love, and 
acceptance, June 3rd - 5th. See our weekly newsletter for details. 
 

Gardening Day at St. Stephen’s – Stop by on June 4 between 8:30am to 4:30pm to lend a 
hand in spreading mulch and setting up plant beds and fencing for our Good News Garden. Light 
lunch, snacks and beverages will be provided. 
 

Pentecost/Baptism/Coffee Hour – Join us for a celebratory service on June 5 at 10:00am 
and stay around for a special coffee hour! 
 

North Jersey Pride Festival – Join us at the festival on June 12, 12:00 to 6:00pm in 
Maplewood. Stop by our booth, take a giveaway or two, and help represent St. Stephen's as 
The Church on Main Street where love begets love! 
 

Reading with the Rector – On Sunday, June 26 at 11:30am, we will be discussing The Book 
of Essie by Meghan Maclean Weir. We will meet in the Common Room, or you may join via 
Zoom. 
 

AA/MA Meetings – Weekly AA Meetings are on Sunday at 1:00pm and weekly MA Meetings 
are on Monday at 7:30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/


 

  



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
Children & Youth Minister: Grace Savoia-Di Gregorio 

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


