
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here. The 8:00 service is mask-
optional. If you are with us in the building for the 10:00 service, we ask that you join us in showing 
our love for each other by remaining fully masked. All of what you need to join us is in this bulletin 
or in one of two hymnals: The Hymnal 1982, the blue book, designated “H” followed by a number, 
or the Saint Stephen’s Hymnal, the red spiral bound book, designated “SSH” followed by a number. 
The bulletin prompts to stand or sit are invitation, not obligation. What is most important is that 
you are comfortable enough to enter fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for 
you, body and soul.      

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 4, 2022 

 
Liturgy of the Word 

 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 



 

GATHERING HYMN 
H 8 Morning has broken                         Bunessan 

 
 

 
WELCOME 
 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
Glory to God for ever and ever. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



 

THE GLORIA         
S 280 Glory to God in the highest           Robert Powell 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray. 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who 
confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE LESSONS 
 
THE FIRST LESSON 
A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy                                     30:15-20 

Moses said to all Israel the words which the Lord commanded him, "See, I have set before you 
today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your 
God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and 
observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, 



 

and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your 
heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve 
them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that 
I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that 
means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give 
to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE RESPONSE                     Psalm 1 
 

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 
2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, * 

and they meditate on his law day and night. 
 
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 
everything they do shall prosper. 

 
4 It is not so with the wicked; * 

they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 
6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, * 

but the way of the wicked is doomed. 
 
SECOND READING 
A Reading from Letter to Philemon                                                      1-21 
 
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
 
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, 
and to the church in your house: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

 
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all 
the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 
effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much 
joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed 
through you, my brother. 
 
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would 
rather appeal to you on the basis of love-- and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become 
during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to 
you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with 
me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 
but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be 
voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a 
while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 
beloved brother-- especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged 
you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my 
own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let 
me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your 
obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
  



 

SEQUENCE HYMN 
I have decided to follow Jesus                 Indian folk tune 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke                        14:25-33          
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever comes 
to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even 
life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the 
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and 
is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, `This fellow began to build and 
was not able to finish.' Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down 
first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against 
him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation 
and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not 
give up all your possessions." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



 

Please be seated. 
 
THE SERMON   The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
NICENE CREED               from Enriching Our Worship 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE               Litany of Reconciliation crafted by the Rev. Chris Keene 
 

Creator, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our 
Diocesan Bishop; Paula, our Rector; Karen, our Deacon; and all bishops, priests, and deacons in 
your Church;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for Joseph, our President; Kamala, our Vice-President; Philip, our Governor; and Maggee, 
our Mayor; and all who hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

We pray for our sister congregations in the Evelyn Underhill Region: St. George’s, Maplewood; 
Christ Church in Short Hills; St. Paul’s, Chatham; and Calvary, Summit. 



 

We pray for our partners in ministry – Cross Roads, Family Promise, North Porch and Q Christian 
Fellowship. 
 

We give thanks for the St. Stephen’s Preschool. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble especially… 
 

We pray for all who are suffering and in need, especially… 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them.  
 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect. 
 

Jesus our brother, You revealed God through your wise words and loving deeds, and we 
encounter you still today in the faces of those whom society has pushed to the margins. Guide us, 
through the love you revealed, to establish the justice you proclaimed, that all peoples might dwell 
in harmony and peace, united by that one love that binds us to each other, and to you.  Amen. 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 

Please kneel as you are able. 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 

Peggy Thompson Evan D. & Family Juliet Tranberg 
Donna Riggi Donna Stadler Hostetler Lind Hostetler 
The Blanchard Family Theresa Scharff Mary Ruth Stone 
The McManus Family Ed Roman Nancy Landers 
Bernard & Nathan Emma Simonich Harry Hanson 
Lucille B. Inge Bass Mills Sandy Prince 
Jack Moreno Agi Lowe Marilyn Schilkie 
Joseph G. Jessica Rana Anne Grenda 
Jane Rossiter Cathy Zimmerman Drew Johnson 
Mike Losito Catherine Phan Imani Nia 



 

and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you.  
 
Please be seated. 
 
AT THE OFFERTORY 
Softly and tenderly                           Will L. Thompson 

Duet: Kira Hanson, Peter Wick 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 
Sung to the Hyfrydol tune (H 460) 
 

Praise we bring to God the Father, 
Praise we bring to God the Son, 
Praise to God the Holy Spirit, 
Praise to you, the three in one. 
Trinity of love inspire us, 
may we always strive to be 
one in love and one in worship 
-- children of eternity. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 



 

And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
SENDING HYMN 
Live into hope                                                                                                      Truro  

 



 

DISMISSAL 
 

Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Streaming music is by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
 
LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 
 

Officiant: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Co-Presider Barbara Riedel 
Minister of Music/Tech Verger Kim Williams 
Organist: John Schucker 
Altar Guild: Nancy Sieffert 
Reader/ Intercessor: Fran Young, Kira Hanson 
Greeter/Usher: Roger Riedel 

  
Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

9/4 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 

9/5 7:00 PM 
7:30 PM 

Small Group Summit 
MA Meeting 

9/6 5:00 PM Women’s Lectionary Study 

9/11 

8:00 AM Sunday Worship 
10:00 AM Intergenerational Worship & Backpack Blessings 
11:30 AM Vestry Meeting 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
 
Upcoming Vacations and Closures 
Rev. Paula is on vacation/retreat from August 16 to September 6. 
Nursery and Children's Chapel will be closed on August 21 & 28 and September 4. 
The Parish Office will be closed on August 26 and September 2 & 6. 
 
Deacon Karen Eberhardt and Rev. Grant Mansfield are available for emergency pastoral care. 
Deacon Karen can be reached via call, or text: 973-997-2722 
Rev. Grant can be reached via call, or text: 973-477-1907 

http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/


 

Christine’s Kitchen Hosting Day – September 10 
Our final Christine's Kitchen hosting for 2022 is September 10. Full service at the kitchen is still 
on hold, so it remains "lunch to go".  Our goal is 150 bagged lunches. We currently have a total 
of 120 promised lunches. That’s 30 lunches short of our goal. Two volunteers are also needed to 
hand out lunch. Please reach out to Deryck Rugbeer at 201-452-9068, or turkeyen@gmail.com if 
you would like to provide lunches or volunteer. 
 
New Program Year 
In case you missed Rev. Paula's message in the August 10th Newsletter, we have lots of exciting 
things planned in our new program year starting September 11. Read all the details here. 
 
Blessing of the Backpacks – September 11 
Blessing of the Backpacks will take place during our 10:00am Intergenerational Worship service 
on Sunday, September 11. Children and youth may bring their backpacks to church to be blessed 
for the school year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, 

doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
Children & Youth Minister: Grace Savoia-Di Gregorio 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/August-10--2022-Full-Newsletter.html?soid=1108652353319&aid=y8NCIfaUI9M

