
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here. Masks are optional at 
both services. All of what you need to join us is in this bulletin or in one of two hymnals: The 
Hymnal 1982, the blue book, designated “H” followed by a number, or the Saint Stephen’s 
Hymnal, the red spiral bound book, designated “SSH” followed by a number. The bulletin 
prompts to stand or sit are invitation, not obligation. What is most important is that you are 
comfortable enough to enter fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for you, body 
and soul.      

ADVENT 5 – KEY OF DAVID SUNDAY 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 
 

 
PRELUDE 
 
 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING HYMN 
H 75 There’s a voice in the wilderness crying                                           Ascension 

 

  



3 
 

WELCOME 
 

Blessed are you holy and living One. 
You come to your people and set them free. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment 
greater than these." (Mark 12:29-31) 
 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

God of all mercy,  
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives.  
We have denied your goodness in each other,  
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  
through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
that we may abide in your love  
and serve only your will. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

As our nights grow longer and our days grow short, we look on these earthly signs--light and 
green branches-- and remember God's promise to our world: Christ, our Light and our Hope, 
will come. Listen to the words of Isaiah the prophet: 
 
“I will commit your authority to his hand, and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and to the house of Judah. I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall 
open, and no one shall shut; he shall shut, and no one shall open.” 
(Isaiah 22:21b-23) 
 
Candle is lit while the congregation sings. 
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H 56, st. 5  O come, O come, Emmanuel                Veni, veni Emmanuel 
 

O come, thou Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

Let us pray.  
 
Gracious God, your Son Jesus Christ opened wide the gate of heaven, making plain 
the way that leads to eternal joy: Grant that we who have been buried with Christ 
in baptism and raised to new life may strive courageously for the freedom and peace 
of the world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE GLORIA               

At 8:00: BCP p. 356 
At 10:00:  Gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo               
Taizé 
 

 
 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

Faithful God, your promise of love and fidelity is made flesh in and through all people: As we 
prepare for the next incarnation, keep us mindful that our call is to listen to and include those 
whom we ignore or exclude, all beloved of the Incarnate One: who lives and reigns, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS 
 
FIRST READING 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah                   54:1-8                                              
 

Sing childless woman, 
never-given-birth woman; 
Woman, break out a song and rejoice, woman, 
never-in-labor woman. 
For more are the children of the devastated woman 
than the children of the espoused woman,  
says the Giver of Life. 
Woman expand the place of your tent, woman 
and the curtains of your sanctuary, woman, 
extend them – do not hold back, woman! 
Woman, lengthen your ropes, woman, 
and woman, secure your stakes, woman. 
For right and left you will break through, woman 
and your seed, woman, will inherit nations, 
and in devastated cities they will dwell. 
Do not fear, woman 
for you will not be ashamed woman; 
do not feel humiliated woman 
for you will not be disgraced woman. 
For the shame of your youth woman, 
you will forget woman, 
and the stigma of your widowhood, woman, 
you will never remember woman. 
For your spouse woman 
is the One who made you woman. 
SOVEREIGN-COMMANDER of winged warriors 
is God’s name. 
The Holy One of Israel 
will redeem you woman – 
who is called God of all the earth. 
For like a wife abandoned and abject in spirit- 
The Faithful God has called you woman- 
For you were a rejected young bride, 
says your God, woman. 
For a brief space I abandoned you woman, 
but in great mother-love I will gather you woman. 
For a minute moment 
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I hid my face briefly from you woman. 
But in eternally bonded love 
I will mother-love  you woman. 
Your Redeemer, Woman, has spoken. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE RESPONSE              Psalm 113                                           
 
Hallelujah!  Give praise, you slaves of the MOST HIGH: 
praise the Name of the WISDOM OF THE AGES. 
Let the Name of the HOLY ONE OF OLD be blessed, 
from this time forth forevermore. 
From the rising of the sun to its going down 
the Name of the AUTHOR OF LIFE is praised. 
SHE WHO IS WISDOM high above all nations, 
and her glory above the heavens. 
Who is like the MOTHER OF ALL our God, who sits enthroned on high, 
yet bends down to behold the heavens and the earth? 
She takes up the weak out of the dust 
and lifts up the poor from the ashes. 
She sets them down with the rulers, 
with the rulers of her people. 
She makes the woman of a childless house 
to be a joyful mother of children. 
 
SECOND READING 
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews               11:8-13 
 
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance.  By faith he lived as a stranger in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, 
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were joint heirs with him of the same promise.  For 
he was waiting for the city that having foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  By faith 
even though Sarah herself was barren, she received power to knit together seed in spite of 
length of life because Abraham considered God faithful who had promised.  Therefore from one 
person – and that one person practically dead – descendants were born, “as the multitude of 
the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the shore of the sea.”  In faith died 
those all without receiving the promises, but from a distance they saw and welcomed them.  
They acknowledged that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN 
SSH 4 The desert shall rejoice                            Sterling 
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THE GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke               15:5-17, 24-25 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
And it was in the day of Herod king of Judea, there was a priest name Zechariah, who belonged 
to the lineage of Abijah.  His wife was a descendent of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.  Both 
of them were righteous before God, living according to all the commandments and righteous 
requirements of the Sovereign God blamelessly.  Now they had no children because Elizabeth 
was barren, and they both were advanced in age. 
 
And it happened that when Zechariah was serving as priest and his order had the service before 
God, according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to offer incense and he 
entered the sanctuary of the Holy God.  The whole assembly of the people was praying outside 
at the time of the incense offering. There appeared to Zechariah a messenger of the Living God, 
standing to the right of the altar of incense.  Now Zechariah was shaken when he saw the 
messenger and fear overwhelmed him.  But the messenger said to him, “Fear not, Zechariah, for 
your prayer has been heard.  Your wife Elizabeth will give birth to a son for you, and you will 
call his name John.  You will have great joy and gladness, and many at his birth will rejoice, for 
he will be great in the sight of the Sovereign God.  Wine and strong drink he must not drink.   
He will be filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb.  He will turn many of the women 
and men of Israel to the Holy One their God.  He will go before the Holy God with the spirit 
and power of Elijah to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of righteousness, to prepare for the Redeeming God a people made ready.” 
 
After those days Elizabeth his wife conceived, and she hid herself for five months.  She said, “This 
is the Holy God’s doing; God has done from me when God looked favorably on me and took 
away my disgrace among humankind.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
ELIZABETH’S STORY  As told by Kim Williams 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
NICENE CREED            from Enriching Our Worship 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
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for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      
 
Brothers and sisters, as we joyfully await the full manifestation of God’s reign in Christ, let us 
pray for the needs of the church and the world. 
 
O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the Most High and reach from beginning to end, 
mightily and sweetly ordering all things. Behold and bless your church, remembering especially 
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our Bishop; Paula, our Rector; Karen, our Deacon; 
Maryalice and Roger, our Wardens; our Vestry and delegates. Be present in ordering the life of 
this and every congregation. 
Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
 
O Adonai, God of the Covenant, ruler of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire 
of the burning bush and on Mount Sinai gave your law. Forgive us when we stray from your 
guidance and will. 
Come and redeem us for our life together. 
 
O Root of Jesse, you stand as an ensign to humankind; before you rulers will shut their mouths, 
and nations bow in worship: We pray for your peace and justice in every nation and throughout 
the world; be present to all whose lives are ravaged by war and strife; especially we hold before 
you those from among us who serve their country abroad. Guide the leaders of this and every 
land into the paths of peace and goodwill. 
Come save us and do not delay. 
 
O Key of David, and scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one can shut, you shut and 
no one can open: Guide us in opening the doors of opportunity for the unemployed, for the 
homeless, for prisoners, and for all who are oppressed; and lead us in closing the doors that lead 
to poverty, bigotry, and injustice. 
Come and bring the captives out of the prison house. 
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O King of the Nations and their Desire, you are the cornerstone that makes us one: We lift up 
all who are suffering and in need, especially.... 
 

Peggy Thompson Donna Stadler Hostetler Drew Johnson 
Donna Riggi Ed Roman Eugene Foley  
The Blanchard Family Emma Simonich Evie Larson 
The McManus Family Inge Bass Mills Sandra Swan 
Bernard & Nathan  Jessica Rana Cherie Donze 
Lucille B. Cathy Zimmerman Ron Gadbois 
Jack Moreno Juliet Tranberg Linda Clark 
Joseph G. Lind Hostetler The Roberson Family 
Jane Rossiter Mary Ruth Stone Shirley Dutton 
Mike Losito Nancy Landers Darla Shaw 
Evan D. and Family Anne Grenda  

 

Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, 
shield the joyous and help us minister to them in your love. 
Come and save us whom you have fashioned out of clay. 
 
O Dayspring, radiance of the Light Eternal and Sun of Righteousness: Shine your light on those 
who have died; remember and bring comfort to all those who mourn. 
Come and enlighten all who sit in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 
O Emmanuel, God with us, Expected One and Saviour, We give thanks for all the blessings of 
this life; for all those who today celebrate birthdays and anniversaries and for the other blessings 
we now name silently or aloud. Make each of us ready to receive you into our hearts, to serve 
you in all whom we meet, and to greet you in the fullness of your glory in the day of your 
appearing. 
Come and save us, O Lord our God. 
 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect 
 
Hasten, O God, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by 
faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate.  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you.  
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Table 
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
   
Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 
H 380, st. 3  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow                  Old Hundredth 
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in your Son, Jesus Christ, you came among us 
in great humility that the whole human family created in your image might be redeemed from all 
ills and live in peace by the power of your love. 



12 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
S 130  Sanctus                              Franz Schubert 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us 
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with St. Stephen and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head 
of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. 
Please come to the steps of the chancel to receive, keeping six feet between households. 

Please use the hand sanitizer available in the pew before coming forward. 

 
AT COMMUNION 
 
Please stand in body or in spirit. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our 
Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and 
joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Sending 

We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING   
 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer, be among you, 
and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN 
Blessed be the God of Israel (Song of Zechariah)                Nyland 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streaming music by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
Seasonal prayers are from The Advent Project. 
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LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 

Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Minister of Music: Kim Williams 
Organist: John Schucker 
Tech Verger: Ron Toland 
Altar Guild: Julia Dorn, Nancy Sieffert 
Crucifer/Chalicer: Roger Riedel 
Reader/Intercessor: Fran Young, Ladi Owolabi 
Greeter/Usher: Irene Poirier, Pete Soltys 

 
A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 

Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 
 

You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

 
 
 
Upcoming Events  

Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

12/4 
8:00 AM Sunday Worship 

10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
1:00 PM AA Meeting 

12/5 7:30 PM MA Meeting 

12/11 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship & Episcopal Visitation by Bishop Hughes 
11:30 AM Youth Group 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
 
Office Closures 
 

• Rev. Paula will be attending a diocesan workshop on December 5 - 9. She will not be in 
the office, but will respond to all calls and messages when able. In the event of Pastoral 
Emergency, please call the Parish Office at (973) 376-0688, ext. 32. 
 

• The Parish Office will be closed December 12 - 16. 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/
http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/
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Episcopal Visitation by Bishop Carlye Hughes – Join us on Sunday, December 11th as we 
welcome the Rt. Rev. Carlye J. Hughes, XI Bishop of the Diocese of Newark, to our 10:00am 
Sixth Sunday of Advent service. Bishop Hughes will be the preacher and presider of the Eucharist 
and will spend some time in Coffee Hour with us. 
 
Gift Card Collection Drive – As part of our Christmas celebration, we are delighted to be 
supporting our Drumming Camp children! We are kindly requesting donations of VISA or 
TARGET gift cards (in denominations of $10, $20 or $25) this year for approximately 10-13 
children. Please email Maryalice at maryalice_chech@yahoo.com if you have any questions.  
 

Please forward your gift card donations to the St. Stephen's Church office at 119 Main Street, 
Millburn, NJ 07041 by Sunday, December 11th. 
 
The New Lectionary – We have begun using the new lectionary, A Women's Lectionary for the 
Whole Church by renowned Hebrew scholar and womanist theologian, Dr. Wilda Gafney. We 
will meet every month, on the second Tuesday from 7:00-8:00pm, to have a Monthly Women's 
Lectionary Discussion. Join us in-person and via Zoom on Tuesday, December 13 at 7pm. 
 
Advent Events in the Evelyn Underhill Region – There are many events planned from 
Advent through Epiphany by the parishes in the Evelyn Underhill Region. Please see your weekly 
e-newsletter for a full schedule. 
 
Christmas Flowers – Help make St. Stephen's festive this Christmas! Your donations will 
assist in the purchase of flowers for our Church and all donors will receive acknowledgement 
in our Christmas bulletin. 
 

Donations can made online, or delivered to the Parish Office at 119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 
07041 by Tuesday, December 20th. 
 

If you have any questions, please email church@stsstephensmillburn.org, or call 
973-376-0688, Ext.32. 
 

mailto:church@stsstephensmillburn.org
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Welcome to Advent!  St. Stephen’s is one of a growing number of churches who celebrate an extended 
Advent of seven weeks, rather than four.  This is a return to the Advent observance of the Church from 
its beginnings until just a few hundred years ago.  Extending Advent in this way moves it from the “season 
of preparation” for Christmas to an observance of the full promise and realization of the God’s dream, 
helping us to engage more fully in Christ’s mission of peace, justice, and the integrity of creation. We 
take a few additional weeks to be mindful of God’s work in creation through all time as we look ahead 
with hopeful anticipation to a more peaceful and just world and the fulfillment of God’s promise to all 
people. Thank you to The Advent Project and William H. Peterson for the extended Advent resources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, 

doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
Children & Youth Minister: Grace Savoia-Di Gregorio 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


