
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here. Masks are optional at 

both services. All of what you need to join us is in this bulletin or in one of two hymnals: The 

Hymnal 1982, the blue book, designated “H” followed by a number, or the Saint Stephen’s Hymnal, 

the red spiral bound book, designated “SSH” followed by a number. The bulletin prompts to stand 

or sit are invitation, not obligation. What is most important is that you are comfortable enough 

to enter fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for you, body and soul.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT 7 – EMMANUEL SUNDAY 

Sunday, December 11, 2022 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 
 

 
PRELUDE 
 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING HYMN 
O promised one of Israel                                                                                       Forest Green 
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WELCOME 
 

Blessed are you holy and living One. 

You come to your people and set them free. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 

your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment 

greater than these." (Mark 12:29-31) 
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

God of all mercy,  

we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives.  

We have denied your goodness in each other,  

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf.  

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  

through our Savior Jesus Christ,  

that we may abide in your love  

and serve only your will. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

As our nights grow longer and our days grow short, we look on these earthly signs--light and 

green branches-- and remember God's promise to our world: Christ, our Light and our Hope, 

will come. Listen to the words of Malachi the prophet:  
 

“See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; 

the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither 

root nor branch. But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing 

in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you shall tread down the 

wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord 

of hosts.”  (Malachi 4:1-3) 
 

Candle is lit while the congregation sings. 
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H 56, st. 1  O come, O come, Emmanuel                  Veni, veni Emmanuel  
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lowly exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

Let us pray.  
 

Eternal God, you do not abandon us in exile but hear our plea for returning and rest: 

Visit us, we pray, with your presence and raise us to greet with hope and joy the 

promised day of salvation; through Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit, 

lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE GLORIA               

At 8:00: BCP p. 356 

At 10:00:  Gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo               Taizé 
 

 

 
 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

Saving God, you never leave us alone and unprotected: Help us to put aside all that keeps us from 

hearing your voice and experiencing the assurance and hope in your abiding presence, in and 

through all things.  Amen. 
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THE LESSONS 

 
FIRST READING 
A Reading from the Book of Susanna        1:31-44                                               
 

Now Susanna was an exquisite woman, very much so.  Scoundrels commanded her uncovered, 

so that they might sate their lust on her beauty.  Those who were with her – her mother, father, 

five hundred enslaved women and men, and her four children – and all who knew her wept.  Then 

the elders and the judges rose before the people; laid their hands on her head.  But her heart 

trusted in the Holy One her God, and she lifted hear head and wept speaking within herself, “Holy 

One, everlasting God, you know all things before their beginning, you know that I have not done 

what these men are maliciously alleging against me.”  The Holy One heard her plea. 
 

The two elders said, “We were walking around in her husband’s garden, and as we were going 

around the walkway, we saw this woman reclining with a man.  And while we stood, we saw them 

having intercourse together.  They did not know that we stood there.  The we agreed among 

ourselves, saying, ‘Let us find our who they are.’ We approached and recognized her, but the 

young man fled, covered up.  Now, we seized this woman; we asked her, ‘Who is the man?’ and 

she would not tell us who he was.  These things we testify.” And as they were elders and judges 

of the people, the whole assembly believed them.  Now look here!  There was an angel of God 

as she was being taken off to be executed. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
THE RESPONSE             Psalm 34:1-9 
                                                               

I will bless SHE WHO IS GOD at all times; 

her praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
 

I will glory in SHE WHO IS STRENGTH; 

Let the humble hear and rejoice. 
 

Proclaim with me the greatness of SHE WHO IS EXALTED 

and let us exalt her Name together. 
 

I sought SHE WHO SAVES, and she answered me 

and delivered me our of all my terror. 
 

Look upon her and be radiant, 

and let not your faces be ashamed. 
 

I called in my affliction and SHE WHO HEARS heard me 
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and saved me from my troubles. 
 

The messenger of SHE WHO SAVES encompasses those who revere her, 

and she will deliver them. 
 

Taste and see the SHE WHO IS DELIGHT is good; 

happy are those who trust in her. 
 

Revere SHE WHO IS GOD, you that are her saints, 

for those who revere her lack nothing. 

 

 

SECOND READING 
A Reading from the Letter to Titus                        3:4-7 
 

When the graciousness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, God saved us through 

the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, not because of any works of righteousness 

that we had done, but according to God’s mercy.  This Spirit God poured out on us abundantly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by God’s grace, we might become 

heirs according to the hope of life eternal. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
SEQUENCE HYMN 

SSH 6 Mary, when the angels voice                                                                     Tempus adest 

floirdum 
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THE GOSPEL 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew   1:18-25 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Now this is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah happened: When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to have a child in her womb 

from the Holy Spirit.  Joseph her husband was a just man and unwilling to shame her; he wanted 

to divorce secretly. But when he deliberated this, suddenly an angel of the Most Hight God 

appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 

wife, for in her is conceived a child from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are 

to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this happened to fulfill what 

had been spoken by the Most High God through the prophet: “Look now!  The virgin shall 

conceive a child in her womb and give birth to a son, and they shall call him Emmanuel,” which 

translated means, “God is with us.”  When Joseph got up from sleep, he did as the angel of the 

Most High God commanded him.  He took her as his wife, yet did not know here sexually until 

her birthing of a son and named him Jesus. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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THE SERMON   The Rev. Paula J. Toland 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
NICENE CREED              from Enriching Our Worship 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      
 

Brothers and sisters, as we joyfully await the full manifestation of God’s reign in Christ, let us pray 

for the needs of the church and the world. 
 

O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the Most High and reach from beginning to end, 

mightily and sweetly ordering all things. Behold and bless your church, remembering especially 

Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our Bishop; Paula, our Rector; Karen, our Deacon; 

Maryalice and Roger, our Wardens; our Vestry and delegates. Be present in ordering the life of 

this and every congregation. 

Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
 

O Adonai, God of the Covenant, ruler of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire 

of the burning bush and on Mount Sinai gave your law. Forgive us when we stray from your 

guidance and will. 

Come and redeem us for our life together. 
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O Root of Jesse, you stand as an ensign to humankind; before you rulers will shut their mouths, 

and nations bow in worship: We pray for your peace and justice in every nation and throughout 

the world; be present to all whose lives are ravaged by war and strife; especially we hold before 

you those from among us who serve their country abroad. Guide the leaders of this and every 

land into the paths of peace and goodwill. 

Come save us and do not delay. 
 

O Key of David, and scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one can shut, you shut and 

no one can open: Guide us in opening the doors of opportunity for the unemployed, for the 

homeless, for prisoners, and for all who are oppressed; and lead us in closing the doors that lead 

to poverty, bigotry, and injustice. 

Come and bring the captives out of the prison house. 
 

O King of the Nations and their Desire, you are the cornerstone that makes us one: We lift up 

all who are suffering and in need, especially.... 
 

Peggy Thompson Evan D. and Family Nancy Landers 

Donna Riggi Donna Stadler Hostetler Anne Grenda 

The Blanchard Family Ed Roman Eugene Foley  

The McManus Family Emma Simonich Evie Larson 

Bernard & Nathan  Inge Bass Mills Sandra Swan 

Lucille B. Jessica Rana Cherie Donze 

Jack Moreno Cathy Zimmerman Ron Gadbois 

Joseph G. Juliet Tranberg Linda Clark 

Jane Rossiter Lind Hostetler The Roberson Family 

Mike Losito Mary Ruth Stone Darla Shaw 
 

Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 

the joyous and help us minister to them in your love. 

Come and save us whom you have fashioned out of clay. 
 

O Dayspring, radiance of the Light Eternal and Sun of Righteousness: Shine your light on those 

who have died; remember and bring comfort to all those who mourn. 

Come and enlighten all who sit in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 

O Emmanuel, God with us, Expected One and Saviour, We give thanks for all the blessings of this 

life; for all those who today celebrate birthdays and anniversaries and for the other blessings we 

now name silently or aloud. Make each of us ready to receive you into our hearts, to serve you 

in all whom we meet, and to greet you in the fullness of your glory in the day of your appearing. 

Come and save us, O Lord our God. 
 

The Presider offers a concluding Collect 
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Hasten, O God, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by 

faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only 

Mediator and Advocate.  Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you.  
 

Table 
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

The white dove         Johannes Brahms; arr. Schweizer 

Senior Choir 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

THE DOXOLOGY 
H 380, st. 3  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow                     Old Hundredth 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in your Son, Jesus Christ, you came among us in 

great humility that the whole human family created in your image might be redeemed from all ills 

and live in peace by the power of your love. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 

of heaven, who for ever proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

S 130  Sanctus                                Franz Schubert 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 

is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 

your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 

of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 

with St. Stephen and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Please use the hand sanitizer available in the pew before coming forward. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN 
SSH 56 The Magnificat                  Bernadette Farrell 
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Please stand in body or in spirit. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our 

Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and 

joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sending 
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 

 

Please be seated. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING   
 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer, be among you, 

and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN 
H 436 Lift up your heads, ye mighty ones                           

Truro 
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DISMISSAL 

 
POSTLUDE 

 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted and streaming music by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 

Seasonal prayers are from The Advent Project. 
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LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 

Officiant: The Paula J. Toland 

Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 

Bishop’s Chaplain: John Soughan 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams 

Organist: John Schucker 

Tech Verger: Ron Toland 

Altar Guild: Alex Cole, Irene Poirier 

Crucifer/Chalicer: Steve Moran 

Reader/Intercessor: Kathy Conway, Fran Taber 

Greeter/Usher: Maryalice Chech, Barbara Riedel 

 
 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 

Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 

You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/
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Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

 8:00 AM Sunday Worship 

12/18 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 

12/19 7:30 PM MA Meeting 

12/21 

6:00 PM 

 

7:30 PM 

 

Longing for Light: An Interfaith Gathering  (outdoors) 

 

Longest Night Service 

 

12/23 10:00 AM Greening and Decorating of the Church 

12/24 
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Family Service 

9:00 PM Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist 

12/25 10:00 AM Christmas Day Eucharist (Spoken) 

 
 

The New Lectionary – We have begun using the new lectionary, A Women's Lectionary for the 

Whole Church by renowned Hebrew scholar and womanist theologian, Dr. Wilda Gafney. We will 

meet every month, on the second Tuesday from 7:00-8:00pm, to have a Monthly Women's 

Lectionary Discussion. Join us in-person, or via Zoom on Tuesday, December 13 at 7pm. 

 

Donations for Christmas Flowers – Help make St. Stephen's festive this Christmas! Your 

donations will assist in the purchase of flowers for the Church. Donations can made online, or 

delivered to the Parish Office at 119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 by Tuesday, December 20th. 

 

Office Closure – The Parish Office will be closed December 27. 

 

  

http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/
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ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, 
doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 

Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 

Children & Youth Minister: Grace Savoia-Di Gregorio 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 

Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 

973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


