
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here. Masks are optional at all 

services. All of what you need to join us is in this bulletin or in one of two hymnals: The Hymnal 

1982, the blue book, designated “H” followed by a number, or the Saint Stephen’s Hymnal, the 

red spiral bound book, designated “SSH” followed by a number. The bulletin prompts to stand or 

sit are invitation, not obligation. What is most important is that you are comfortable enough to 

enter fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for you, body and soul.  

  

LONGEST NIGHT 
A Service of Comfort and Hope 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022 
7:30pm 

 

 



 

WELCOME  
 

The service of the longest night is a significant way a church can companion those who struggle 

during the holiday season and acknowledge the pain experienced by many during this time.  
 

With the Winter Solstice literally being the longest night, the losses and hurt we all had to deal 

with this year, it provides an opportunity for us to gather as a community to worship and to heal 

together.  
 

Today was the shortest day and tonight will be longest night of the year. At noon if you'd have 

glimpsed your shadow it, too, would've been the longest one all year. While we're in the midst of 

a season of great joy and light, for many of us in this room and in this world, it feels more like a 

season of great darkness and shadows. While others are experiencing the light of hope, peace, 

joy, and love, we may feel as though our hope has gone, our peace extinguished, our joy snuffed 

out, and love vanished.  
 

Yet we don't have to be alone in our darkness tonight. We're here together. And we can honestly 

be here, for God has promised to meet us and welcomes us just as we are.  
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you  
 

God, we bring to You our grief-- our own and the grief of others in the world. Although we may 

know You are with us as much in the dark as in the light, we admit we often feel left in the dark-

-alone, angry and fearful. Remind us tonight as You have reminded all people through all ages that 

You are Emmanuel, God-with-us. You join us and continue loving us in our loneliness, anger and 

fear. May we allow You to be with us, to be our Provider, Healer, Comforter and Friend in the 

darkest of times. Amen.  

 
THE READINGS  
 

Now hear these voices from Scripture …  
 

A READING FROM THE PSALMS                                 42:3, 5-6a 
 

My tears have been my food day and night,  

while people say to me continually, “Where is your God?”  

Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me?  

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my God.  

My soul is cast down within me; therefore I remember you. 

 

A READING FROM LAMENTATIONS                                                       3:21-24  
 

But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:  

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end;  



 

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  

“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”  

 

A READING FROM PSALMS                                                                        22:1-5, 9-11  
 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  

Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?  

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but find no rest.  

Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.  

In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them.  

To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to shame.  

Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me safe on my mother’s breast.  

On you I was cast from my birth, and since my mother bore me you have been my God.  

Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 

 
A READING FROM REVELATION                                                                         21:4  
 

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will 

be no more, for the first things have passed away.”  

 
HYMN          In the Bleak Midwinter                                    Christina Rossetti & Gutav Holst  
 

 
 



 

GOSPEL OF THE LORD ACCORDING TO JOHN                                             1:1-5  
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God. The Word was with God in the 

beginning. Everything came into being through the Word, and without the Word not one thing 

came into being that came into being. What has come into being in the Word was life, and that 

life was the light of all people. The light shines in the bleakness, and the bleakness did not overcome 

it.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

After a brief period of reflective music we will pray the Intercessions.                                        Taize 
 

God is with us in the season of looking forward, of anticipating the celebration of both Jesus’ birth 

and return in glory. But sometimes we find ourselves uncomfortable, uneasy, worried, and sad. 

The lights and gaiety, the music, the bright joy around us, can make us more unquiet, more out of 

step, feeing both disconnected and different. Tonight we pray for all who experience loss and 

discomfort. Following each Intercession all are invited to sing:  
 



 

“Within our darkest night you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away. 

Within our darkest night, you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away.”  
 

God of Light and Life, we pray for all those struggling with issues of physical or mental health. We 

remember those facing cancer, depression, or thoughts of suicide. May this night remind us of the 

healing offered to us by Christ Jesus. Hear our prayers that anguish decrease and God’s good plan 

be fulfilled for all who suffer.  
 

“Within our darkest night you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away. 

Within our darkest night, you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away.”  
 

We pray for all who grieve. God, you know our deepest needs; you understand our pain – lost 

dreams and opportunities, the separation of death. May this light remind us that we are not 

orphaned, we are not alone. Help all come to know that in pain we can find comfort, in sorrow 

there is hope, and in death there is resurrection.  
 

“Within our darkest night you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away. 

Within our darkest night, you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away.”  
 

We pray for those who wrestle with the chains of addiction. Help us to name that which enslaves 

them and us: food, alcohol, drugs, shopping, pornography, self-medication, and self-abuse in all its 

forms. May this night reveal those secret, and not so secret, behaviors. Hear our prayer for 

deliverance and freedom.  
 

“Within our darkest night you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away. 

Within our darkest night, you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away.”  
 

We pray for all who experience the pain of broken relationships with friends or family.  

May this night remind us that God desires the unity of all creation. Our own desire for this unity 

makes estrangements painful. Help us to relinquish the hold broken relationships may have in our 

lives. Help us to forgive – self and those who have hurt us. Sometimes we suffer from a broken 

relationship with one who has already died – guide us to prayerfully examine, receive, and extend 

forgiveness in such a situation, that we may live again.  
 

“Within our darkest night you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away. 

Within our darkest night, you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away.”  
 

We pray for all victims of violence in any of its forms. May this night lead to peace and safety. 

Guide the abused to people and places where they can find physical and spiritual healing. Comfort 

those who suffer from the consequences of war, famine, and disease. Inspire those who are able 

to join in God’s saving work and strive to alleviate suffering caused by both natural disasters and 

those of human origin.  
 

“Within our darkest night you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away. 

Within our darkest night, you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away.”  



 

Let us pray.                                                                                              UMC Book of Worship 
 

Another day will come, O God. I know not what it may bring forth, but make me ready, God, for 

whatever it may be. If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If I am to sit still, help me to sit 

quietly. If I am to lie low, help me to do it patiently. And if I am to do nothing, help me do it 

gallantly. Make these words more than words, and give me the Spirit of thy Peace. Amen.  

 

THE BLESSING  
 

May the One who creates and restores everything that is, the One who is Mary’s child and the 

child of God, the One who is the Holy Spirit - may this Holy One bring you compassion, joy, 

and peace; and the blessing of God: Creator, Redeemer, and Living Spirit, be with you this night 

and for ever more. Amen.  
 

HYMN            Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                          Michael Praetorius 
                                          

  

 

 



 

 
 
SENDING PRAYER                                                                    A New Zealand Prayer Book 
 

Lord, it is night. The night is for stillness. Let us be still in the presence of God. It is 

night after a long day. What has been done has been done; what has not been done 

has not been done; let it be. The night is dark. Let our fears of the darkness of the 

world and of our own lives rest in you. The night is quiet. Let the quietness of your 

peace enfold us, all dear to us, and all who have no peace. The night heralds the dawn. 

Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new possibilities. In your name, we 

pray. Amen.  

 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted and streaming music by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 

 

LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 

Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland 

Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams 

Organist: John Schucker 

Tech Verger: Ron Toland 

Altar Guild: Julia Dorn 

Crucifer/Chalicer: Eric Maurer 

Reader/Intercessor: Fran Young, Steve Moran 

Greeter/Usher: Steve Moran 

 
A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 

Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 

You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/


 

Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 
 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

12/21 
6:00 PM Longing for Light: An Interfaith Gathering (outdoors) 

7:30 PM Longest Night Service 

12/23 10:00 AM Greening and Decorating of the Church 

12/24 
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Family Service 

9:00 PM Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist 

12/25 10:00 AM Christmas Day Eucharist (Spoken) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, 
doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 

Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 

Children & Youth Minister: Grace Savoia-Di Gregorio 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 

Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 

973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


