
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here. Masks are optional at 
both services. All of what you need to join us is in this bulletin or in one of two hymnals: The 
Hymnal 1982, the blue book, designated “H” followed by a number, or the Saint Stephen’s Hymnal, 
the red spiral bound book, designated “SSH” followed by a number. The bulletin prompts to stand 
or sit are invitation, not obligation. What is most important is that you are comfortable enough 
to enter fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for you, body and soul.   
 

 

     
CHRISTMAS EVE 

Saturday, December 24, 2022 at 5:00 pm 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 
 



 

ORGAN PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
Please stand as you are able 
 
GATHERING HYMN   
H87     Hark! the herald angels sing           Mendelssohn               

 
 



 

Blessed are you holy and living One. 
You come to your people and set them free. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of you Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your Holy Name: through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GLORIA               
H96, st. 1     Angels we have heard on high                                                                 Gloria 

 

 
 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 



 

God of wisdom, you nourish us with your love and faithfulness: give us a longing for the Gospel 
as babies long for a mother’s milk, nurturing us to taste and see that you are good, through the 
miracle of Jesus’ birth; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE LESSON 
A Reading from the prophet Isaiah                                                        66:10-13 
 
Rejoice with Jerusalem, and celebrate with her 
all you who love her; 
rejoice with her in joy, 
all who mourn deeply over her;  
in order that you all may nurse and be satisfied 
from her comforting breast. 
For so says the Holy One of Old: 
Watch! I will extend to her flourishing like a river, 
and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; 
and you all shall nurse and be carried on her arm, 
and you all shall be bounced on her knees. 
As a mother comforts her child,  
so will I comfort you all; 
you all shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

         
SEQUENCE HYMN 
The Friendly Beasts                                                                                          Orientis Partibus 
      Sung by the Children’s Choir, with Miss Kim and Miss Grace 

         
THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke                                         Jesus is Born, Spark Story Bible                              
Glory to you, Lord Christ  
    
In the spirit of hearing the story of Jesus’ birth as a beloved child of God, we invite you to sit and listen as 
Deacon Karen reads the story from a children’s Bible. 
            
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 



 

HYMN 
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed                                                                        Cradle Song 
     Sung by the Children’s Choir, with Miss Kim and Miss Grace 
 
Please be seated 
 
CHRISTMAS HOMILY   The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      

O God, on this holy night your Son our Savior is born as a baby. Renew your Church as the body 
of Christ. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, Christians across the world are celebrating Christ’s birth. Open our hearts 
that Christ may be born in us. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, your Christ comes as light shining in the darkness. Bring comfort to all who 
suffer in the dark sadness of our world. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, there is no room for your Son in the inn. Protect with your love those who 
have no home and all who live in poverty. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, Mary, in the pain of labor, gives birth to your Son. 
Grant your healing love to any who are in sorrow, need, or any kind of adversity. God in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, shepherds in the field hear good tidings of joy. Give us grace to preach the 
gospel of Christ’s redemption. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, the angels sing “Peace to God’s people on earth.” Grant renewed peace to all 
places torn by war and violence, and strengthen those who work for peace. God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, strangers find the Holy Family and see the Baby lying in the manger. Bless all 
whom we love, and help us to greet strangers as members of your family. God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven. Bring into the 
fullness of your presence all who have died, especially those in whose loving memory this parish 
church is adorned. God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On this holy night, all who look to you in hope proclaim the glory of your name, Emmanuel, God 
with Us. Receive the glad praise we offer in companionship with Mary, Joseph and all the saints. 
God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 



 

The Presider offers a concluding Collect 

O God of heavenly glory and earthly peace, you have hallowed this sacred night with the joyful 
tidings of Christ’s birth: May the Light dawning upon us kindle our hearts and awaken hope, that 
we may shine forth your glory in love; in Christ’s name. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be always with you.  And also with you.  
 

Table 
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN 
H79     O little town of Bethlehem                                                                               St. Louis 

 



 

 
   
Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 
H 380, st. 3     Praise God from whom all blessings flow                                       Old Hundredth 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER ONE                                                               
A Children’s Eucharistic Prayer from the Church of England 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
And now we give you thanks because in coming to dwell among us as one of us, Mary’s child Jesus 
revealed the radiance of your glory and brought us out of darkness into your own marvelous light. 
 
We joyfully praise you: 
 
S 129  Sanctus                                   Robert Powell 
 



 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Loving God, on the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 

He took the bread, and thanked you. He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me. 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying: Drink 
this, all of you. This is my blood, the new promise of God’s unfailing love. Do this to remember 
me. 

Jesus Christ has died.  Jesus Christ is risen.  Jesus Christ will come again. 
 
Holy God, as we bring this bread and wine, and remember his death and resurrection, send your 
Holy Spirit, that we who share these gifts may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood. 
 
Pour your Spirit on us that we may love one another, work for the healing of the earth, and share 
the good news of Jesus, as we wait for his coming in glory. 

For honour and praise belong to you, Creator God, with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit:  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Please use the hand sanitizer available in the pew before coming forward. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
            
 



 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Creator God, in this night you have made known to us again the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns and Christ 
the Morning Star rises in our hearts. To him be glory both now and for ever. 

 
Sending 

We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CANDLE-LIGHTING 
H 111     Silent night, holy night                                                                             Stille nacht 

 

 



 

BLESSING                                                                                  adapted from Justus.anglican.org 

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, the 
obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas; and the 
blessing of God, the three in One, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN 
H 100     Joy to the world                                                                                       Antioch 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
POSTLUDE 
 



 

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streaming music by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 

 
LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 

Officiant: The Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Minister of Music: Kim Williams 
Organist: John Schucker 
Tech Verger: Ron Toland 
Altar Guild: Julia Dorn 
Crucifer/Chalicer: Eric Maurer 
Reader/Intercessor: Fran Taber 
Greeter/Usher: Paul Boegershausen 

 
 
 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

12/25 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
12/26 7:30 PM MA Meeting 

1/1 
8:00 AM Sunday Worship 

10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 1:00 PM AA Meeting 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/
http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/


 

 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, 

doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
Children & Youth Minister: Grace Savoia-Di Gregorio 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 

Christmas Flowers given by: 

 Paul & Sherrill Boegershausen on behalf of the Boegershausen family. 

 Maryalice Chech in memory of William & Alice Monahan. 

 Barbara Churchill in memory of Tom Churchill and Ed Fitzgerald. 

 Alexandra Cole on behalf of the Cole Family. 

 Kathy & Tim Conway in memory of the Conway Family, Shaughnessy Family, 
Brescia Family, and Jimmy Harvey. 

 Felder Dorn in memory of his wife, Sara Ruth Dorn. 

 Julia Dorn in memory of her mom, Sara Ruth Dorn, Mae Higgins, and Louise 
Weber. 

 Ruth Dorn in memory of her mom, Sara Ruth Dorn. 

 Eugene Foley on behalf of the Foley Family. 

 Gail Slater & Pam Warntz. 

 Allison Walker in memory of Shirley Dutton. 


