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Lessons and Carols:  

Christmas to Epiphany 
 

 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 
Feast of the Holy Name 

10:00 am 
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PRELUDE 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN   
H 250 Now greet the swiftly changing year                                                              Sixth Night 
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WELCOME 
 
 
BIDDING PRAYER                                         adapted from The Book of Occasional Services 
 
Dear People of God: As we journey through the Christmas Season toward The Epiphany, let it 
be our care and delight to hear once more the story of the Incarnation and the message of hope 
it brings to the world. 
 
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s love and grace, from the beginning of 
time until God’s in-breaking into the world in the form of a vulnerable infant, Jesus who would be 
the Christ, fulfilling the prophesy and the promise of God’s presence with us always; and let us 
make our joy known with songs of praise. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity 
and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in 
this town.  
 
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the 
cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the 
aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Finally, let us remember before God his mother, Mary, who embraced God’s call with strength 
and humility, and the communion of saints which no one can number, whose hope was in the 
Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.  
 
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught 
us, saying:  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be they name. Thy kingdom come, they will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Almighty God bless us with the divine grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to 
the fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 
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INVITATORY HYMN 
H 112 In the bleak midwinter                  Cranham 
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FIRST LESSON                       Genesis 3:1-15 
 
Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden   
 
Now the serpent had more naked intelligence than any other animal of the field that the 
SOVEREIGN God had made. And it said to the woman, "Indeed; did God say, 'You two shall not 
eat from any tree in the garden'?" The woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of any tree in 
the garden we shall eat, though of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden God 
said, 'You two shall not eat and shall not touch it lest you two die."' Then the serpent said to the 
woman, "You two will certainly not die, for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you two will be like God, knowing good and evil." So when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her man, who was with 
her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked, 
and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.    
                 
The woman and man heard the sound of the SOVEREIGN God walking about in the garden in the 
breezy part of the day, and the woman and her man hid themselves from the presence of the 
SOVEREIGN God among the trees of the garden. Then the God called to the man, and said to 
him, “Where are you?” And the man said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked and I hid myself" Then God said, "Who told you that you were naked? Did 
you eat from the tree which I commanded you not to eat?" And the man said, "The woman whom 
you gave to stand with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." Then the SOVEREIGN 
God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate." The SOVEREIGN God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, 
cursed are you among all herd animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, 
and dust you shall eat, all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and hers; her offspring will strike your head, and you will strike the heel 
of her offspring:'  And to the man God said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your 
woman, and have eaten of the tree which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat from it: cursed is 
the ground because of you; in painful toil you shall of it all the days of your life.  Thorn and thistle 
shall it grow for you; and you shall; eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow shall you 
eat bread until you return to the ground; for out of it you were taken, you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return. 
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HYMN                                              
H 56 O come, O come, Emmanuel   st. 1, 2,7, & 8         Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
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SECOND LESSON                                                                                    Genesis 22:15-18 
 
God promises to be faithful to Abraham and that the nations of the earth will be blessed 
 
And the LORD’s messenger called out to Abraham once again from the heavens, and He said, “By 
My own Self I swear, declares the LORD, that because you have done this thing and have not held 
back your son, your only one, I will greatly bless you and will greatly multiply your seed, as the 
stars in the heavens and as the sand on the shore of the sea, and your seed shall take hold of its 
enemies’ gate. And all the nations of the earth will be blessed through your seed because you have 
listened to my voice.” 
 
HYMN         
H 82 Of the Father’s love begotten                                                        Divinium Mysterium 
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THIRD LESSON           Isaiah 40:1-11 
 
God promises comfort to the people and calls on them to ready themselves for redemption 
 
Comfort, O comfort My people, says your God. Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call out to 
her, for her term of service is ended, her crime is expiated, for she has taken from the LORD’s                     
road, level in the desert a highway for our God! Every valley shall be lifted high and every mountain 
brought low, and the crooked shall be straight, and the ridges become a valley. And the LORD’s 
glory shall be revealed, and all flesh together see that the LORD’s mouth has spoken. A voice calls 
out, saying: “Call!” And I said, “What shall I call?”— All flesh is grass and all its trust like the 
flowers of the field. Grass dries up, the flower fades, for the LORD’s wind has blown upon it. The 
people indeed is grass. Grass dries up, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever. 
On a high mountain go up, O herald of Zion. Raise your voice mightily, raise it, do not fear. Say 
to the towns of Judah: here is your God. Look, the Master LORD shall come in power, His arm 
commanding for Him. Look, His reward is with Him, His wages before Him. Like a shepherd He 
minds His flock in His arm He gathers lambs, and in his lap He bears them, leads the ewes. 
 
HYMN     
H 67 Comfort, comfort ye, my people                                                                   Psalm 42 
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FOURTH LESSON                       Isaiah 9:1-6 
 
The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour 
 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. Those dwelling in the land of death’s 
shadow— light has beamed on them. You have made great the nation and heightened its joy. They 
rejoiced before You as the joy in the harvest, as people exalt when they share out the spoils. For 
its burdensome yoke the rod on its shoulders, the club of its oppressor— You smashed, as on 
the day of Midian. For every boot pounding loudly and every cloak soaked in blood is consigned 
to burning, consumed by fire. For a child has been born to us, a son has been given to us, and 
leadership is on his shoulders. And his name is called wondrous councillor, divine warrior, eternal 
father, prince of peace, making leadership abound and peace without end on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom to make it firm-founded and stay it up in justice and righteousness, forever 
more.' 
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HYMN 
H 102 Once in royal David’s city                                                                      Gauntlett  
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FIFTH LESSON                      Luke 1: 26-58 
 

The Angel Gabriel tells Mary she will give birth to Jesus 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town of Galilee, Nazareth, to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the name of the virgin 
was Mary. And the angel came to Mary and said, "Rejoice, favored one! The Most High God ls 
with you." Now, she was troubled by the angel's words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
was. Then the angel said to her, "Fear not Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Sovereign God will give him the throne 
of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his sovereignty there 
will be no end." Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I have not known a man 
intimately?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit, She will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the one born will be holy. He will be called Son of 
God. And now, Elizabeth your kinswoman has even conceived a son in her old age, and this is the 
sixth month for she who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God." Then Mary 
said, "Here am I, the woman-slave of God; let it be with me according to your word." Then the 
angel left her. 
 
 
HYMN 
H 265 The angel Gabriel from heaven came                                                 Gabriel’s Message 
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SIXTH LESSON                                                                                                Luke 2:1-14 
 
Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshipped by angels and shepherds 
 
Now it happened in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered (for taxation). This was the first registration and occurred while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. So all went to be registered; each to their own towns. Joseph also went 
up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth in to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, for 
he was from the house and heritage of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was betrothed and who was pregnant. So it was, that, while they were there, the time came for 
her to birth her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and swaddled him, and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
  Shepherds were in that region there staying in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Most High God came upon them, and the glory of the Living God 
shone around them, and they were greatly terrified. But the angel said to them, “Fear not. Look! 
For I proclaim to you good news of great joy for all the people: For there is born to you this day 
a Savior who is the Messiah, the Sovereign God, in the city of David. This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a baby swaddled and lying in a manger.” And immediately there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly array, praising God and saying, 
 
 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among peoples whom God favors!” 
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HYMN 
H 79 O little town of Bethlehem                 St. Louis 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
SEVENTH LESSON                                                                                       Luke 2:15-21 
 
Jesus receives his name and his presented to Simeon in the Temple 
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And it happened when the angels had departed from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to be, which the Sovereign 
God has made known to us.” So they came hurrying and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 
lying in the manger. Now seeing this, they made known what had been spoken to them about this 
child. And all who heard marveled at what was spoken by the shepherds to them. But Mary 
preserved all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen; it was just as it had been told them. 
 
 
HYMN                    
H 252 Jesus! Name of wondrous love!                                                                   Louez Dieu 
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EIGHTH LESSON                                                                                             John 1:1-18 
 
The Word was made flesh and we have seen God’s glory 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The Word 
was with God in the beginning. Everything came into being through the Word, and without the 
Word not one thing came into being that came into being. What has come into being in the Word 
was life, and that life was the light of all people. The light shines in the bleakness, and the bleakness 
did not overtake it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world was created through him; yet the world did not know him. 
To his own he came and his own did not receive him. But to all who did accept him, who believed 
in his name, he empowered to become children of God—that is, those who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of a human person, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of a parent’s 
only child, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, 
“He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.) From his fullness we 
have all received, grace upon grace.  The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God.  It is God the only Son, who is close to 
God’s heart, who has made God known. 
 
 
HYMN 
H 84 Love came down at Christmas                   Gartan 
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CONCLUDING COLLECT                         Women’s Uncommon Prayers 
 

Loving Word of God, you have shown us the fullness of your glory in taking human flesh, becoming 
like us, your sisters and brothers, in every respect: Grant that we may share in your divine life 
and reveal it to others in all we do, to the honor and glory of your name, now and forever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING       The Book of Occasional Services, 2003 
  
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his 
joy and peace.  May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to 
the world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer, be 
among you and remain with you always.  Amen.  

 
SENDING HYMN 
H 100 Joy to the world! the Lord is come                   Antioch  
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POSTLUDE   
 
The readings are from A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church by Wilda Gafney and The 
Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commentary by Robert Alter.  John 1:15-18 are adapted from 
the NRSV. 
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LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 

Officiant: The Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Minister of Music: Kim Williams 
Organist: John Schucker 
Tech Verger: Ron Toland 
Altar Guild: Julia Dorn 
Reader/Intercessor: Peter Wick, Kira Hanson 
Greeter/Usher: Irene Poirier, Pete Soltys 

 

 
 
 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 
 
 
 

OUR PRAYER LIST 

Peggy Thompson 
Donna Riggi 
The Blanchard Family 
The McManus Family 
Bernard & Nathan 
Lucille B. 
Jack Moreno 
Joseph G. 
Jane Rossiter 
Mike Losito 
Evan D. & Family 

Donna Stadler Hostetler 
Ed Roman 
Emma Simonich 
Inge Bass Mills 
Jessica Rana 
Cathy Zimmerman 
Juliet Tranberg 
Lind Hostetler 
Mary Ruth Stone 
Nancy Landers 
Anne Grenda 

Eugene Foley 
Evie Larson 
Sandra Swan 
Cherie Donze 
Ron Gadbois 
Linda Clark 
The Roberson Family 
Darla Shaw 
Linda Moran 
 

  

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/
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Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

1/1 
8:00 AM Sunday Worship 

10:00 AM Sunday Worship – Lessons & Carols 
1:00 PM AA Meeting 

1/2 7:30 PM MA Meeting 
1/5 9:00 AM Interfaith Bible Hour 

1/8 

8:00 AM Sunday Worship 
10:00 AM Second Sunday Intergenerational Worship 
11:30 AM Reading with the Rector 
11:30 AM Youth Group 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
 
Financial Stewardship – Thank you to those who have pledged financial support of our 
ministries in 2023. This is a big help to the Finance Committee in building the budget. 
 

A reminder to those who have not pledged yet: ALL of our ministries, both the visible and 
the behind the scenes ones, rely on your generosity in order to happen. We are at $78,216 
in pledges, which is about $51,784 shy of what we need to do the things God is calling us to 
do. Please prayerfully consider making a pledge to support our ministries AND to express 
your gratitude to God for all the blessings of this life. 
 
Interfaith Bible Hour – Interfaith Bible Hour is moving to THURSDAYS starting in January! 
We will continue gathering virtually on the first THURSDAY of the month at 9:00am with 
our friends from Christ Church in Short Hills and Congregation B'nai Jeshurun. Please feel 
free to join us on Thursday, January 5th at 9:00am even if you haven't before. We will be 
reading 1 Samuel this year.  
 
Evelyn Underhill Epiphany Party – All are welcome to Calvary Episcopal Church, 31 
Woodland Avenue, Summit on Friday, January 6th at 6:30-8:30pm. Light Refreshments and 
Drinks will be provided. Activities for the Whole Family. 
 
Reading with the Rector – We will be discussing The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison on 
January 8th at 11:30am. 
 
Monthly Women’s Lectionary Discussion – We will meet every month, on the second 
Tuesday from 7:00-8:00pm, to discuss A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year A. Our 
next meeting is Tuesday, January 10th at 7pm. 

http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/
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ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, 

doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
Children & Youth Minister: Grace Savoia-Di Gregorio 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


