
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here. Masks are optional at this 
service. All of what you need to join us is in this bulletin or in one of two hymnals: The Hymnal 
1982, the blue book, designated “H” followed by a number, or the Saint Stephen’s Hymnal, the 
red spiral bound book, designated “SSH” followed by a number. The bulletin prompts to stand or 
sit are invitation, not obligation. What is most important is that you are comfortable enough to 
enter fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for you, body and soul.   
 

 

 

  

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
The Baptism of Our Lord 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 

 

Please stand as you are able.   
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GATHERING HYMN  
H 135, st. 1&2 Songs of thankfulness and praise                 Salzburg 

 
 
 
WELCOME 
 

 
Word 

We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 
 
 
Blessed be the one, holy and living God. 
Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE GLORIA               
 

At 8:00:    BCP p. 356 
At 10:00:  Halle, halle, hallelujah!           Traditional Caribbean 

 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

Faithful God, you seek always to share your Word with us; give us wisdom and courage to open 
our hearts and our lives so that we may experience the fullness of the love you give to the whole 
world and that we would choose to follow Jesus, your Beloved; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah                              2:1-5 
 

Here's what Isaiah sees for the future of Judah and Jerusalem: 
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God's house will be on the highest mountain of them all.  And everyone will see it and want to 
come to it.  Because they'll say to themselves, "Let's go see what good things God has to teach us 
so that we can become better people and follow the good path God has for us." 
 
That's where you'll find some good ideas about living and loving - in God's house.  God's ways to 
live are good ways to live. 
 
In the future, when things go God's way, people who are different from each other will get along.  
Countries won't fight each other.  They'll use their weapons as garden tools to grow good things 
to eat instead of using them to hurt each other.  Let's walk on God's path together. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON             adapted from God's Word, My Voice 
A Reading from the Second Epistle of Peter                                                                    1:6-21 
 

We weren't making up stories when we told you about the power of Jesus Christ our Lord.  We 
were eyewitnesses to his majesty!  We watched as honor and glory flowed into him from God 
the Creator on the mountaintop, and heard God's voice say out loud, "This is my Son whom I 
love very much; I am so proud of him."  I'm telling you, that's what we heard on top of that holy 
hill! 
 

That really cemented our faith and our message.  You'd be smart to listen to us.  Our message is 
like a lamp that helps you see in the dark, until the sun comes up and you can see the morning 
star in the sky and hold it in your heart. Remember, none of this is a matter of your own 
interpretation or ours.  When God speaks through us, the Holy Spirit moves us to speak God's 
Word. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN 
H 121 Christ, when for us you were baptized                Caithness 
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THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew      3:1–17 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

In those days John the Baptizer appeared preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, “Repent, 
for the realm of the heavens is near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he 
said, 
 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Most High, 
 make God’s paths straight.’” 
 

Now John had for his clothing camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. Then the women and men of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to 
him, and the whole region of the Jordan, 6and they were baptized in the river Jordan by him, 
confessing their sins. 
 

  Now when John saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor.’ For I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. The axe is already lying at the 
root of the trees; therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 
 

  “Indeed, I baptize you with water for repentance, but after me is coming one more powerful 
than I; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into 
the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

  Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John forbade him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, yet you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it go 
now; for this way is proper for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John let it go. Now when Jesus 
had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him 
and he saw the Spirit of God, she descended like a dove and came upon on him. And a voice from 
the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Please be seated. 
 
THE SERMON  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
NICENE CREED          from Enriching Our Worship 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                         Church of England 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord, you have shown us how Jesus became known, loved and worshipped. Guide our Church as 
we try to show the light of Christ. Bless all who lead and teach Christians in this community. 
Teach us truth, unity and praise: fill us with the power of your Holy Spirit. 
Lord, in your mercy   Hear our prayer. 
 
Help all countries, and their leaders, to understand the need for peace and for justice. Guide those 
with power to use it well and honestly. Show us the selfishness and prejudice we still have, and 
give us an enthusiasm for what is right and good. 
Lord, in your mercy   Hear our prayer. 
 
God, the world you made was good, but we often misuse it. Teach us to use it properly, so that 
everyone may share the good things you provide. Help us to love one another, and unite us in the 
service of your kingdom. 
Lord, in your mercy   Hear our prayer. 
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Strengthen all who give their energy and skill for the healing of those who are sick in body, mind 
or spirit. Set free all who are bound by illness, fear or despair. We remember specially . . . 

 
Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
 

God we give you thanks and praise for all your saints. Grant a peaceful end and eternal joy to 
those who are dying now, and your comfort to those who mourn. 
Lord, in your mercy   Hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful God, accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect. 
 

Hasten, O God, the coming of thy kingdom; and grant that we thy servants, who now live by faith, 
may with joy behold thy Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. Amen.  
 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Please kneel as you are able. 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen. Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

Peggy Thompson 
Donna Riggi 
The Blanchard Family 
The McManus Family 
Bernard & Nathan 
Lucille B. 
Jack Moreno 
Joseph G. 
Jane Rossiter 
Mike Losito 
Evan D. & Family 

Donna Stadler Hostetler 
Ed Roman 
Emma Simonich 
Inge Bass Mills 
Jessica Rana 
Cathy Zimmerman 
Juliet Tranberg 
Lind Hostetler 
Mary Ruth Stone 
Nancy Landers 
Anne Grenda 

Eugene Foley 
Evie Larson 
Sandra Swan 
Cherie Donze 
Ron Gadbois 
Linda Clark 
The Roberson Family 
Darla Shaw 
Linda Moran 
Roger Riedel 
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THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.  
 

Table 
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
Praise the one who breaks the darkness            Rusty Edwards; Beach Spring 

Senior Choir 

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 
With a liberating light; 
Praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 
Turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, 
Healing ev'ry dread disease, 
Calming storms, and feeding thousands 
With the very Bread of peace. 
 

3 Let us praise the Word incarnate, 
Christ, who suffered in our place; 
Jesus died and rose victorious 
That we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, 
Seeing what our God has done; 
Let us praise the true Redeemer, 
Praise the One who makes us one. 

2 Praise the One who bless'd the children 
With a strong, yet gentle word; 
Praise the One who drove out demons 
With the piercing, two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water 
To the desert's burning sand; 
From this well comes living water, 
Quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 

  

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 
 

At 8:00: All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 
At 10:00:  Sung to the Hyfrydol tune (H 460) 

 

Praise we bring to God the Father, 
Praise we bring to God the Son, 
Praise to God the Holy Spirit, 
Praise to you, the three in one. 
Trinity of love inspire us, 
may we always strive to be 
one in love and one in worship 
-- children of eternity. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our 
hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
SANCTUS 
Holy, holy, holy Lord                           Rob Glover 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O God, 
 
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with St. Stephen and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Please use the hand sanitizer available in the pew before coming forward. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 
Gentle Jesus, risen Lord             Carey Landry 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give you thanks, Lord, for these heavenly gifts, kindle us with the fire of your 
Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who 
is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Sending 

We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING                   Book of Occasional Services                                                                    

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN 
God sends us his spirit (Spirit Friend)                Natomah 
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Text: Tom Colvin, b. 1925 
Tune (NATOMAH 129 12 9 with Refrain): Gonja folk song; adapt. by Tom Colvin, b. 1925; acc. by Marty Haugen, b. 1950, 
© 1969, 1987, Hope Publishing Co. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streaming music by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
Prayers of the People are from Intercessions – for Epiphany by Andrew Knight. 
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LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 

Officiant: The Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Minister of Music: Kim Williams 
Organist: John Schucker 
Tech Verger: Ron Toland 
Altar Guild: Alex Cole, Irene Poirier 
Crucifer/Chalicer: Eric Maurer 
Reader/Intercessor: Shaun Landers, Barbara Riedel 
Greeter/Usher: Paul Boegershausen, Steve Moran 

 

 

A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 
Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 

 
You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 
 

  

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/
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Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

1/8 

8:00 AM Sunday Worship 
10:00 AM Second Sunday Intergenerational Worship 
11:30 AM Reading with the Rector 
11:30 AM Youth Group 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
1/9 7:30 PM MA Meeting 
1/10 7:00 PM Monthly Women's Lectionary Discussion 

1/15 

8:00 AM Sunday Worship 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
11:30 AM Vestry Meeting 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
 
Financial Stewardship – Thank you to those who have pledged financial support of our 
ministries in 2023. This is a big help to the Finance Committee in building the budget. 
 

A reminder to those who have not pledged yet: ALL of our ministries, both the visible and 
the behind the scenes ones, rely on your generosity in order to happen. We are at $86,736 
in pledges, which is about $43,264 shy of what we need to do the things God is calling us to 
do. Please prayerfully consider making a pledge to support our ministries AND to express 
your gratitude to God for all the blessings of this life. 
 
Reading with the Rector Today! – We will be discussing The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison.  
 
Monthly Women’s Lectionary Discussion – We will meet every month, on the second 
Tuesday from 7:00-8:00pm, to discuss A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year A. Our 
next meeting is Tuesday, January 10th at 7pm. 
  

http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/


16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, 

doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
Children & Youth Minister: Grace Savoia-Di Gregorio 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


