
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here. Masks are optional at 
this service. All of what you need to join us is in this bulletin or in one of two hymnals: The 
Hymnal 1982, the blue book, designated “H” followed by a number, or the Saint Stephen’s 
Hymnal, the red spiral bound book, designated “SSH” followed by a number. The bulletin 
prompts to stand or sit are invitation, not obligation. What is most important is that you are 
comfortable enough to enter fully into this worship experience, so do what is best for you, body 
and soul.   
 

 

  

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
Sunday, February 5, 2023 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II at 8:00am and 10:00am  

 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 

 

Please stand as you are able.   
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GATHERING HYMN  
H 493 O for a thousand tongues to sing                            Azmon 

 
 
WELCOME 

 
Word 

We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 
 
Blessed be the one, holy and living God. 
Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GLORIA               

 

At 8:00:    BCP p. 356 
At 10:00:  SSH 48 Glory, glory, hallelujah                            Carl Haywood 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
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Healing God, throughout all time and for all peoples you have promised healing and restoration 
to wellness; help us to respond to your call for healing and reconciliation, for redemption and 
restoration, through Jesus Christ; who is alive and reigns with you. one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON 
A Reading from Second Book of Kings          5:1–4, 9–14 
 

Naaman, commander of the army of the ruler of Aram, was a great man in the sight of his master 
and highly esteemed, because through him the Holy One had given victory to Aram. The man, 
a great warrior, was diseased in his skin. Now Aramean troops went out and took captive from 
the land of Israel a young girl, and she was placed before Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, 
“If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would take his skin disease away.” 
So Naaman went in and told his master the girl from the land of Israel had said this and this. 
 

Then Naaman came with his horses and chariot and stood at the entrance of Elisha’s house. 
Elisha sent a messenger to him, who said, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh 
shall be restored, and you shall be unblemished.” But Naaman became angry and left saying, 
“Look here! I thought that for me he would surely come out and stand and call on the name of 
the Most High, his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and take away the skin disease! 
Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could 
I not wash in them, and be restored?” Then he turned and went away in a rage. But his slaves 
approached and said to him, “My father, were it a great thing the prophet told you to do, would 
you not have done it? How much more, when what he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be restored?” 
So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the 
man of God; his flesh was renewed like the flesh of a little boy, and he was restored. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE RESPONSE                 Psalm 30 
 

I will exalt you, Ark of Safety, because you have pulled me up 
and have not let my enemies rejoice over me. 
Healing One, my God, I cried to you for help, 
and you healed me. 

Ever-Living God, you brought my soul up from Sheol; 
you preserved my life from descent to the Pit. 
Sing praises to the Faithful God, you her faithful; 
give thanks remembering her holiness. 

For her fury is a moment, her favor a lifetime. 
Weeping may pass the night, yet in the morning, joy. 
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Now I, I said in my prosperity, 
“I shall never be shaken.” 

Majestic One by your favor you established me as a mighty mountain; 
you hid your face, I was terrified. 
To you Most High I call, 
and to you my sovereign I appeal: 

“What profit is there in my [shed] blood, in my descent to the Pit? 
Will the dust praise you, declare your faithfulness? 
Hear, Holy One, and have mercy upon me; 
Holy One of Old, be my help. 

You have turned my wailing into dancing; 
from me you have taken my sackcloth and you have clothed me with joy. 
So that my glory might praise you and not keep silent; 
Glorious One, my God, forever will I praise you. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON       
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles                              16:16–24 
 

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met an enslaved girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her masters a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed 
after Paul and us, she cried out, “These persons are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim 
to you a way of salvation.” This she did for many days. But it bothered Paul, who turned and 
said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out 
that hour. 
 
Now when her masters saw that their hope of financial gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 
and into the marketplace they dragged them before the authorities. When they had brought 
them before the magistrates, they said, “These persons are disturbing our city; they are Judeans 
and are preaching traditions that are not right for us to follow as Romans.” The crowd joined 
against them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be 
beaten with batons. After they had laid many blows on them, they threw them into prison and 
commanded the jailer to keep them securely. Receiving these instructions, he put them in the 
innermost cell and their feet he fastened in the stocks. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN 
H 676 There is a balm in Gilead                                             Balm in Gilead 
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THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew           9:18–26 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

While Jesus was speaking, suddenly a leader [of the synagogue] came in and prostrated himself, 
saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” And 
Jesus got up and followed him, along with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman who had been 
hemorrhaging for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe on his clothing, for 
she said to herself, “If I could only touch his clothing, I will be healed.” Jesus turned, and seeing 
her he said, “Take courage, daughter, your faith has healed you.” And the woman was healed 
from that hour. Then Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd 
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making a disturbance. He said, “Leave, for the precious girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they 
laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put out, he went in and took her by the hand, 
and the precious girl arose. And the news of this spread throughout that district. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE SERMON  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
NICENE CREED                             from Enriching Our Worship 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                Litany of Reconciliation crafted by the Rev. Chris Keene 

In observance of Black History Month 
 

In hope that the arc of history bends toward justice, we lift up our prayers for racial healing, 
saying: Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For the Church, that its prophetic voice may proclaim to all the challenge to break the hopeless 
cycles of poverty, ignorance, prejudice, and despair which degrade the sacred dignity of 
humankind: we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
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For our country, that we might celebrate our racial diversity and the distinctive and rich 
contributions of every fiber of our cultural fabric: we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For wise and decisive action on the part of local and national leaders, that the scandal of racism 
may be eradicated from our society: we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For an end to the subtle racism of economic oppression which permeates our society’s 
structures and resides in many hearts, we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For our faith communities, that they may not succumb to indifference or accept the status quo, 
but press on for fundamental change, we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For the victims of racial discrimination, that they may be filled with hope for a more just future, 
healing from wounds received, courage to advocate for change and for peace, and the grace to 
overcome hatred with love, we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
For those who work for racial justice, that they may be sustained in hope, empowered with 
courage, and filled with the grace to persevere in love, we pray: 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our Diocesan Bishop; Paula, our Rector; and 
Karen, our Deacon; Maryalice and Roger, our Wardens; our Vestry and delegates. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for Joseph, our President; Kamala, our Vice-President; and Philip, our Governor. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for our sister congregations in the Evelyn Underhill Region: St. George’s, Maplewood; 
Christ Church in Short Hills; St. Paul’s, Chatham; and Calvary, Summit. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for our partners in ministry – Apostles' House, Cross Roads, Family Promise, North 
Porch and Q Christian Fellowship. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We give thanks for the St. Stephen’s Preschool. 
Bind us together, O God of love. 
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We pray for all who are suffering and in need, especially… 

Peggy Thompson 
Donna Riggi 
The Blanchard Family 
The McManus Family 
Bernard & Nathan 
Lucille B. 
Jack Moreno 
Joseph G. 
Jane Rossiter 
Mike Losito 

Evan D. & Family 
Donna Stadler Hostetler 
Ed Roman 
Emma Simonich 
Inge Bass Mills 
Jessica Rana 
Cathy Zimmerman 
Juliet Tranberg 
Lind Hostetler 
Mary Ruth Stone 

Nancy Landers 
Anne Grenda 
Eugene Foley 
Evie Larson 
Sandra Swan 
Ron Gadbois 
The Roberson Family 
Darla Shaw 
Linda Moran 
Eve Anderson 

 

Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
We pray for all who have entered into greater glory.  
Bind us together, O God of love. 
 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect.   For Racial Justice and Reconciliation by The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Healing and Reconciling God: You breathed life into a beautifully and wonderfully diverse 
humanity, a glimpse into the fullness of you and your creation. Over time we have failed to honor 
you as we have repeatedly ignored the fullness of your image in people who do not look like us. 
We have denied the impact of our ignorance on the shape of this country and its people over 
time and today. Help us to see the ways in which we are shaped by history and culture, as well 
as the path forward to healing and reconciliation. Give us courage to be vulnerable, strength to 
be humble, and grace to forgive and be forgiven as we walk the sacred ground of listening to the 
truth of racial injustice in this country. Amen.  
 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Please kneel as you are able. 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
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THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you.  

 
Table 

We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
O for a thousand tongues to sing                Mark Miller 
 Senior Choir 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
THE DOXOLOGY 
 

At 8:00: All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 
At 10:00:  Sung to the Hyfrydol tune (H 460) 

 

Praise we bring to God the Father, 
Praise we bring to God the Son, 
Praise to God the Holy Spirit, 
Praise to you, the three in one. 
Trinity of love inspire us, 
may we always strive to be 
one in love and one in worship 
-- children of eternity. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain 
of mercy. 
 
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our 
hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 



11 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS 
S 125 Holy, holy, holy Lord                          Richard Proulx 
  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us 
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O God, 
 
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with St. Stephen and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head 
of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Please use the hand sanitizer available in the pew before coming forward. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 
Here is bread for the hungry soul                         Bowlus 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
We give you thanks, Lord, for these heavenly gifts, kindle us with the fire of your Spirit that 
when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Sending 

We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING                Book of Occasional Services                                                                    
 

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN 
SSH 21 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!                      Knapp 
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    Words: Fanny J. Crosby (1830-1915); Music: Phoebe P. Knapp (1839-1908) 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 
Source for today’s lectionary: Wilda Gafney's A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year A 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streaming music by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
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LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 

Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Minister of Music: Kim Williams 
Organist: John Schucker 
Tech Verger: Ron Toland 
Altar Guild: Alex Cole, Irene Poirier 
Crucifer/Chalicer: Steve Moran 
Reader/Intercessor: Peter Wick, Kira Hanson 
Greeter/Usher: Irene Poirier, Pete Soltys 
Coffee Hour: Steve Moran 

 
A friendly reminder that during this difficult time of pandemic, the work of the church continues. 

Giving in faith as we live our faith is as important as ever. 
 

You may give online at https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/ or mail your pledge to the church at 
119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 

 

Upcoming Events  

Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

2/5 
8:00 AM Sunday Worship 

10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
1:00 PM AA Meeting 

2/6 7:30 PM MA Meeting 

2/12 

8:00 AM Sunday Worship 
10:00 AM Second Sunday Intergenerational Worship 
11:30 AM Reading with the Rector 
11:30 AM Youth Group 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
 

Financial Stewardship – Thank you to those who have pledged financial support of our 
ministries in 2023. We are at $110,836 in pledges, which is about $19,164 shy of what we need 
to do the things God is calling us to do. Please prayerfully consider making a pledge to support 
our ministries AND to express your gratitude to God for all the blessings of this life. 
 

Reading with the Rector – We will be discussing To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
on Sunday, February 12th. 
 
Souper Sunday – Let's make 2023 an ABC year for the FOOD BARREL. ABC: Avalanche of 
Big Contributions! Please bring cans of soup for our food barrel on Sunday, February 12th. 

https://ststephensmillburn.org/give/
http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/
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ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, 

doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
Children & Youth Minister: Grace Savoia-Di Gregorio 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool 

Don Stanford: Treasurer; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


