
 

 

 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

February 1, 2026 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II at 10:00am 
 
 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here. 
 
All of what you need to join us is in this bulletin or in one of two hymnals: 
 
Hymnal 1982 (the blue book) 
“H” followed by a number indicates hymns. 
“S” followed by a number indicates selections that appear in the front section of the blue hymnal. 
 

St. Stephen’s Hymnal (the red spiral bound book): 
“SSH” followed by a number indicates hymns. 

 
 
PRELUDE 
 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN  
H 7  Christ, whose glory fills the skies                                   Ratisbon 
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WELCOME 
 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
You come to your people and set them free. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GLORIA   
S 280  Glory to God in the highest                                                            Robert Powell 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear 
the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Micah.                                                         6:1-8 
 
Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 
voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the 
earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
 
“O my people, what have I done to you?  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought 
you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before 
you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may 
know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
 
“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come 
before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands 
of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what 
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God? 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE RESPONSE                        Psalm 15, The Saint Helena Psalter 

 

O God, who may dwell in your tabernacle; 
who may abide upon your holy hill? 

Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right, 
who speak truthfully from the heart. 

There is no guile upon their tongues; 
they do no evil to their friends; 

they do not heap contempt upon their neighbors; 
In their sight the wicked are rejected, 

but they honor those who fear God. 
They have sworn to do no wrong 

and do not take back their word. 
They do not give their money in hope of gain, 

nor do they take a bribe against the innocent. 
Whoever does these things 
 shall never be overthrown. 
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THE SECOND LESSON 
A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Corinth.                   1:18-31 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save 
those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness 
is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 
so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in 
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN 
H 656  Blest are the pure in heart                          Franconia 
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THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew.                      5:1-12 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE SERMON The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE NICENE CREED        Enriching Our Worship 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
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believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                Form III, BCP                                                         
 

God, we pray for your holy catholic Church;  
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; Bless all who lead and teach Christians in this 
community; for Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our Diocesan Bishop; Paula, our Rector; 
Karen, our Deacon; Maryalice and Roger, our Wardens; our Vestry and delegates; 
 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; Guide Donald, our 
President; J.D., our Vice-President; Mikie, our Governor and Frank, our Mayor, that they would 
lead with compassion and mercy; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Bring healing and peace, to all who have been harmed, live in fear, or experience anxiety because 
of the words and actions of leaders anywhere; 
That they would live an awareness of your unconditional love for all people. 
 

Give courage to allies and advocates everywhere that they may continue the fight to uphold the 
dignity and worth of every human being as they walk alongside those who have experienced 
dehumanizing or demoralizing treatment of any kind; 
That they will continue to have the strength and courage to do this holy work. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; we pray for our partners in ministry: 
Apostles' House, Cross Roads, Family Promise, North Jersey Pride, and North Porch. We pray 
for our sister congregations in the Evelyn Underhill Region: Calvary, Summit; Christ Church in 
Short Hills; Grace, Madison; St. George’s, Maplewood; and St. Paul’s, Chatham.  
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, including those on our parish 
prayer list: 

Gina del Russo 
Mary Loucas 
Evie Larson 
Donna Riggi 
Mary Ruth Stone 
Anne Burg 

Carol & Kyle McManus 
Martha Lipowski 
Keith Taber 
Maryann Ekberg  
Lizzie Ekberg 
Boyd Hunnaman 

Kayt and Adam Zielinski 
Victor Calantoni 
Jenna Mitchell 
Marvin 
Brian Nusom 
Melissa Biren 
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That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

We give you thanks for St. Stephen’s Staff and Preschool. 
 
The Presider offers a concluding collect 
 

Hasten, O God, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by 
faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you.  
 

Table 
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
What does the Lord require                                Erik Routley 
 Senior Choir 

Kris Hunt 
Aldaiza DaSilva 
Antonio DaSilva 

James K. 
Walter 
Ron G.  

Karen Eberhardt 
Shelley T. 



10 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 
Praise we bring to God the Father                                                    Hyfrydol 
 

Praise we bring to God the Father,  
Praise we bring to God the Son,  
Praise to God the Holy Spirit,  
Praise to you, the three in one.  
Trinity of love inspire us,  
may we always strive to be  
one in love and one in worship  
-- children of eternity. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                 EOW 2 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before 
time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into 
being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in 
your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far 
away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you 
called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
 
SANCTUS 
S 125  Holy, holy, holy Lord                   Proulx 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing 
servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, 
Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good 
news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call 
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to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, 
and to be glorified by you. 
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a 
living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of 
Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of 
Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with St. Stephen and 
all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet 
prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

Our Father, our Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD & THE INVITATION 
 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 
Whoever you are, where ever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome at Christ’s 
table. 

 
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. Gluten-free hosts are available. 

Please use the hand sanitizer available in the pew before coming forward. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN 
H 304  I come with joy to meet my Lord               Land of Rest 
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Please stand as you are able.    
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Holy God, let us not leave your Table unchanged, but as people committed to loving 
one another as we are loved by you. Let Jesus’ birth remind us to look for your 
image in all people, especially the most vulnerable among us. May the light of the 
guiding star illuminate our path as we move out into the world to share your love 
with others. And may the peace and promise of the Christ-child dwell within us and 
around us in ways that touch the lives of others and honor your creation. Amen. 
 

Sending 
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 

 
Please be seated. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
BENEDICTION 
                     

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with 
his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  
H 542  Christ is the world’s true light                                  St. Joan 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in love to follow the Incarnate God. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 
POSTLUDE 
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LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 
Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt  
Minister of Music: Kim Williams 
Organist: John Schucker 
Crucifer/Chalicer:  
Reader/Intercessor: Fran Y. 
Greeter/Usher: Irene, Jennifer 
Altar Guild: Julia, Nancy 
Tech Verger: Ron 
Coffee Hour Hosts:  

 
Source for today’s lectionary: The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted and streaming music by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
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Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

2/1 

10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
11:30 AM Reading with the Rector 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 

2/2 7:30 PM MA Meeting 

2/8 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY – Mark your calendars! February 8th is Super Bowl Sunday. For 
the past decade, St. Stephen’s has celebrated Soup-er Bowl Sunday by filling the food barrel with 
cans of soup for Apostles' House. We invite you to contribute a can or two of soup for the food 
barrel—any variety is welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool; 

Ashley Morgan: Treasurer; Fran Taber; Kira Hanson; Linda Soughan; Steve Moran; 
Tom Hillemeier; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

Sheelagh Clarke; Eugene Foley: Vestry Emeriti 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 

http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/

