
 
 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
April 2, 2026 

Holy Eucharist and Agape Supper 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here. 
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Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Blessed be God: most holy glorious, and undivided Trinity. 
And blessed be God's reign, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One. 
Have mercy upon us. 

 
Word 

We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 
 
THE COLLECT 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.              13:1-17, 31b-35 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 
during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied 
a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said 
to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I 
am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not 
my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not 
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need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 
For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 
them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are 
right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have 
done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers 
greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
 

 “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I 
am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to 
you, `Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE SERMON   The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please kneel or stand as you are able. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your Name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be always with you.  And also with you.  
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Table 
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
                     

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right to glorify you, God, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, 
dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For 
our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, 
by his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust 
in him. 
 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory 
of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every 
creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say, 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 
You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to 
you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far 
from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, 
so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, 
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
 

God, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our 
Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. 
To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, 
joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, 
and made the whole creation new. 
 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent 
the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and 
to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Parent, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and 
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when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

God, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent 
among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his 
coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we 
praise you and we bless you. 
 
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our 
God. 
 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon 
these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of 
life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice 
in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 
Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 

Remember Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our Diocesan 
Bishop; Paula, our Rector; Karen, our Deacon; and all who minister in your Church. 
 

Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth. 
 

Remember all who are suffering and in need, especially… 

 

Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone; 
bring them into the place of eternal joy and light. And grant that we may find our inheritance 
with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints 

Mary Loucas 
Evie Larson 
Donna Riggi 
Mary Ruth Stone 
Kris Hunt 
Aldaiza DaSilva 
Antonio DaSilva 
Carol & Kyle McManus 
Martha Lipowski 
Keith Taber 

Maryann Ekberg  
Lizzie Ekberg 
Boyd Hunnaman 
James K. 
Walter 
Ron G. 
Marvin 
Kayt and Adam Zielinski 
Victor Calantoni 
Jenna Mitchell 

Brian Nusom 
Melissa Biren 
Karen Eberhardt 
Sue and Larry H. 
Maureen Burke Rockaway 
Maggie Holland 
Celine Ghiara 
Irina Brown 
Kathleen N. 
Timothy M. 
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who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

Our Father, our Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 

 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. Gluten-free hosts are available. 

Please use the hand sanitizer available in the pew before coming forward. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER                     COE 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament you have given us the memorial 
of your passion: grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries of your body and blood that we 
may know within ourselves and show forth in our lives the fruit of your redemption, for you are 
alive and reign, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Please join us in the Common Room for an Agape Supper. 
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THE PRAYERS       Book of Occasional Services 2018 
 
Over Wine  
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe.  You create the fruit of the vine; and on 
this night you have refreshed us with the cup of salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Glory to you for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Over Bread 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You bring forth bread from the earth; and 
on this night you have given us the bread of life in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ.  As grain 
scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your Church in every place into the 
kingdom of your Son. To you be glory and power for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Over the Other Foods 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You have blessed the earth to bring forth 
food to satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the fast that is before us, that following 
our Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the joy of his resurrection. For yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
THE GOSPEL 
The Gospel according to John.                         Chapter 17, NTP: Inclusive 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Having spoken these words, Jesus looked up to heaven and said. "Father-Mother, the hour has 
come; glorify your Child so that the Child may glorify you, since you have given that Child 
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given your Child. And this is 
eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I 
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father-Mother, glorify 
me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
 
"I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 
I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 
you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them.  And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father-Mother, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one.  While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you 
have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, 
so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in 
the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 1 have given them your 
word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect 
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them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent 
them into the world.  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth. 
 

“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through 
their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father-Mother, are in me and I am in you, may they 
also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given 
me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they 
may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me. Father-Mother, I desire that those also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved 
me before the foundation of the world. 
 
"Righteous Father-Mother, the world does not know you, but I know you: and these know that 
you have sent me. 1 made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love 
with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
SANCTUARY 
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LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 

Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Tech Verger: Ron 

 
Source for today’s lectionary: The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), The Book of Occasional Services 2003, 
Church of England, and The New Testament and Psalms: An Inclusive Version. 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streaming music by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
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Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

4/3 
Good Friday 

12:00 PM Good Friday 
Prayer Service 

7:30 PM Good Friday  
Solemn Collects w/ Veneration of the Cross 

4/4 
Holy Saturday 10:00 AM Holy Saturday Service 

4/5 
Easter Sunday 

10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
11:00 AM Easter Egg Hunt 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
 
ST. STEPHEN'S FRIENDS OF MUSIC ORGAN RECITAL – On Sunday, April 26th at 
4:00pm, internationally renowned concert organist Damin Spritzer will present a special organ 
recital at St. Stephen’s Church in Millburn. Though often promoting the works of lesser-known 
composers, Dr. Spritzer will focus on the music of the great Baroque  master, Johann Sebastian 
Bach, for this performance.  
 

General admission will be available at the door. 
A $20 cash donation is suggested. 

Artist's reception to follow the recital. 
 
St. Stephen's Organ recitals are made possible through financial support from St. Stephen’s Friends of 
Music. Tax deductible donations can be made to St. Stephen's, entitling sponsors admission to the recital 
and acknowledgement in our organ recital programs. Donations to the Special Gifts - Friends of Music 
fund may be made online via Tithely. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/762938
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ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool; 

Ashley Morgan: Treasurer; Fran Taber; Julia Dorn; Kira Hanson; Linda Soughan; Steve Moran; Tom 
Hillemeier; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

Sheelagh Clarke; Eugene Foley: Vestry Emeriti 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


