
 
 

THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: 
PALM SUNDAY 

March 29, 2026 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
 

 
 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here. 
 
All of what you need to join us is in this bulletin or in one of two hymnals: 
 
Hymnal 1982 (the blue book) 
“H” followed by a number indicates hymns. 
“S” followed by a number indicates selections that appear in the front section of the blue hymnal. 
 

St. Stephen’s Hymnal (the red spiral bound book): 
“SSH” followed by a number indicates hymns. 
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Gather 

We come together to praise God. 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS 
 

Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy 
upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GOSPEL                        Matthew 21:1-11 
 
When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 
If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them 
immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, "Tell 
the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 
 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds 
that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed 
is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 
 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds 
were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 
 
BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph, and was proclaimed as Kings of kings by those who spread their garments and branches 
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of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who 
bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to 
eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THE PROCESSION 
 

Let us go forth in peace. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
PALM PROCESSIONAL 
H 154 All glory, laud, and honor                        Valet will ich dir geben 
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Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
THE COLLECT 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered 
not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.                                50:4-9a 
 

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens--wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.  
The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my 
back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide 
my face from insult and spitting. 
 

The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like 
flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend 
with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the 
Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE RESPONSE         Psalm 31:9-16, The Saint Helena Psalter 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
and also my throat and my belly. 
For my life is wasted with grief 
and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of affliction, 
and my bones are consumed. 
I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
I am forgotten like the dead, out of mind; * 
I am as useless as a broken pot. 
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
fear is all around; * 
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they put their heads together against me; 
they plot to take my life. 
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O God. * 
I have said, “You are my God. 
My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 
Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness, save me.” 
 
THE SECOND LESSON 
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Philippi.                      2:5-11 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 

who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death--
even death on a cross. 
 

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN 
Nothing can trouble                                Taizé 
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THE PASSION GOSPEL 
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.                   27:1-66 
 
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against 
Jesus in order to bring about his death. They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate, the Roman governor. 
 

When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus[a] was condemned, he repented and brought back the 
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders.  He said, “I have sinned by betraying 
innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.”  Throwing down the 
pieces of silver in the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself.  But the chief priests, 
taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are 
blood money.”  After conferring together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a place to 
bury foreigners.  For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.  Then 
was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty 
pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the 
people of Israel had set a price, and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded 
me.” 
 
Now Jesus stood before the Roman governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king 
of Judea?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he 
did not answer.  Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make 
against you?”  But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 
greatly amazed. 
 
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone 
whom they wanted.  At that time they had a notorious prisoner called Jesus[g] Barabbas.  So after 
they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, 
Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?”  For he realized that it was out of jealousy 
that they had handed him over.  While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word 
to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal 
because of a dream about him.”  Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to 
ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed.  The governor again said to them, “Which of the two 
do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.”  Pilate said to them, “Then what 
should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!”  Then 
he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some 
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood;[k] see 
to it yourselves.”  Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our 
children!”  So he released Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he handed him over to be 
crucified. 
 
H 168, st. 1   O sacred head, sore wounded               Passion Chorale 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027%3A1-66&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24130a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027%3A1-66&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24143g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027%3A1-66&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24151k
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Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters,[l] and they 
gathered the whole cohort around him.  They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and 
after twisting some thorns into a crown they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand 
and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of Judea!”  They spat on him and took 
the reed and struck him on the head.  After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put 
his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man 
to carry his cross.  
 
All who are able stand. 
 
And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him 
wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.  And when they had 
crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down 
there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This 
is Jesus, the King of Judea.” 
 
Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.  Those who passed 
by derided[n] him, shaking their heads  and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build 
it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”  In the 
same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “He 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027%3A1-66&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24154l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027%3A1-66&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24166n
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saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross 
now, and we will believe in him.  He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to, for 
he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’”  The rebels who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same 
way. 
 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.  And about 
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”  When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man 
is calling for Elijah.”  At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on 
a stick, and gave it to him to drink.  But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 
come to save him.”  Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last.   
 
H 171, st. 3   Calvary’s mournful mountain climb          Petra 
 

 

 
 
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth 
shook, and the rocks were split.  The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints 
who had fallen asleep were raised.  After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and 
entered the holy city and appeared to many.  Now when the centurion and those with him, who 
were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified 
and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”[s] 

 
 Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee, 
ministering to him.  Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and 
Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 
 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph, who also was 
himself a disciple of Jesus.  He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered 
it to be given to him.  So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it 
in his new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027%3A1-66&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24181s
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the tomb and went away.  Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the 
tomb. 
 

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered 
before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After 
three days I will rise again.’  Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third 
day; otherwise, his disciples may go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead,’ and the last deception would be worse than the first.”  Pilate said to them, “You 
have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.”  So they went with the guard and 
made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 
 
H 158, st. 1-3   Ah, holy Jesus               Herzliebster Jesu 

 

 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE SERMON   The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                    Form IV, BCP 
 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
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Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together 
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  We pray for Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury; 
Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our bishop; Paula, our Rector; Karen, our Deacon; and 
Maryalice and Roger, our Wardens. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good.  We pray for Donald, our President; J.D., 
our Vice-President; Mikie, our Governor; and Frank, our mayor, that they would lead with 
compassion and mercy. 
 

Silence 
   

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bring healing, peace, and an awareness of your unconditional love to all who have been harmed, 
live in fear, or experience anxiety because of the words and actions of leaders anywhere.  
Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give courage to allies and advocates everywhere that they may continue the fight to uphold the 
dignity and worth of every human being as they walk alongside those who have experienced 
dehumanizing or demoralizing treatment of any kind. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us.  We pray for our sister congregations in the Evelyn 
Underhill Region: Calvary, Summit; Christ Church, Short Hills; Grace, Madison; St. George’s, 
Maplewood; St. Paul’s, Chatham, and for our Ministry Partners: Apostles’ House, Cross Roads, 
Family Promise Essex County, North Jersey Pride, and North Porch. 
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Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.  We pray for those on our parish prayer 
list: 

 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died; that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The Presider offers a Concluding Collect. 
 

Hear our prayers, Holy God. Breathe your Spirit over us and all the earth, that barriers would 
crumble and divisions cease. Make us more fully your co-healers of the broken world. Unite us 
with all people in bonds of love, that the whole earth and all its peoples may be at peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be always with you.  And also with you.  

 
Table 

We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet. 

Mary Loucas 
Evie Larson 
Donna Riggi 
Mary Ruth Stone 
Kris Hunt 
Aldaiza DaSilva 
Antonio DaSilva 
Carol & Kyle McManus 
Martha Lipowski 
Keith Taber 

Maryann Ekberg  
Lizzie Ekberg 
Boyd Hunnaman 
James K. 
Walter 
Ron G. 
Marvin 
Kayt and Adam Zielinski 
Victor Calantoni 
Jenna Mitchell 

Brian Nusom 
Melissa Biren 
Karen Eberhardt 
Sue and Larry H. 
Maureen Burke Rockaway 
Maggie Holland 
Celine Ghiara 
Irina Brown 
Kathleen N. 
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
Ave verum corpus                 W.A. Mozart 

Senior Choir 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow                Tallis 

 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING            
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain 
of mercy. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might 
draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who put their trust in him. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
SANCTUS 
S 130 Holy, holy, holy Lord                                  Schubert 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your 
own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we 
might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 
 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and 
rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for 
all people. 
 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, 
sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, 
in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the 
human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on 
the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread 
and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s 
Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with 
St. Stephen and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for 
ever. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

Our Father, our Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD & THE INVITATION 
 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 

Whoever you are, where ever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome at Christ’s 
table. 
 

All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. Gluten-free hosts are available. 
Please use the hand sanitizer available in the pew before coming forward. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN 
 Organ meditation 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

Creator of all, we you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you met us 
in your Son and brought us home.  Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us 
grace and opened the gate of glory.  May we who share Christ's body live his risen 
life; we who drink his cup, bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light 
to the world.  Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your 
children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name. Amen. 
 

Sending 
We go forth as Christ’s body in the world. 

 

Please be seated. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
SOLEMN PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE 
 

Almighty God, whose beloved Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 
redemption: Give us courage to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN 
H 172 Were you there when they crucified my Lord                    Were You There 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Let us go forth into the world to walk with Christ through this Holy Week. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
The people leave in silence. 
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LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 
Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt  
Minister of Music: Kim Williams 
Organist: John Schucker 
Crucifer/Chalicer: Steve 
Reader/Intercessor: Barbara R. 
Greeter/Usher: Rony, Marie 
Altar Guild: Julia, Irene 
Tech Verger: Ron  
Coffee Hour Host(s): Maryalice 

 
Source for today’s lectionary: The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted and streaming music by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
 
Upcoming Events  
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

3/29 
10:00 AM Palm Sunday Worship 
11:30 AM  Lenten Series 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
3/30 7:30 PM MA Meeting 
4/1 7:30 PM Tenebrae Service 
4/2 6:30 PM  Maundy Thursday Service & Agape Supper 

4/3 
12:00 PM Good Friday Prayer Service 
7:30 PM Good Friday Solemn Collects w/ Veneration of the Cross 

4/4 10:00 AM Holy Saturday Service 

4/5 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship 
11:00 AM Easter Egg Hunt 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 

http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/

