
 

 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
TRINITY SUNDAY 

May 31, 2026 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II at 10:00 am  

 

 
  

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here. 
 

All of what you need to join us is in this bulletin or in one of two hymnals: 
 

Hymnal 1982 (the blue book) 
“H” followed by a number indicates hymns. 
“S” followed by a number indicates selections that appear in the front section of the blue hymnal. 
 

St. Stephen’s Hymnal (the red spiral bound book): 
“SSH” followed by a number indicates hymns. 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
 

Gather 
We come together to praise God. 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN 
H 362  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!                                                                Nicaea 
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WELCOME 
 

Word 
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts. 

 
Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
You come to your people and set them free. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE GLORIA               
S 280  Glory to God in the highest                                                               Robert Powell 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the confession of a 
true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of your divine 
Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to 
see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy Spirit live and 
reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON 
A Reading from the book of Genesis.                          1:1-2:4a 
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
 
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the 
dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the 
seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, 
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
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And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set 
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, 
and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fifth day. 
 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 
and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the 
earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
 
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
 
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female 
he created them. 
 
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living 
thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And 
it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day 
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work 
that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 
from all the work that he had done in creation. 
 

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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THE RESPONSE                              Psalm 8, The Saint Helena Psalter 
 

O God our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 
 

Out of the mouths of infants and children, * 
your majesty is praised above the heavens. 
 

You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * 
to quell the enemy and the avenger. 
 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * 
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 

What are we that you should be mindful of us, * 
mere mortals that you should seek us out? 
 

You have made us but little lower than the angels; * 
you adorn us with glory and honor; 
 

You give us dominion over the works of your hands; * 
you put all things under our feet: 
 

All sheep and oxen, * 
even the wild beasts of the field, 
 

The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * 
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 
 

O God, our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

 
THE SECOND LESSON 
A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Corinth.                            13:11-13 
 

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one 
another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with 
a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with all of you. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN 
SSH 3  We all are one in mission                                                      Nyland 
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THE GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.              28:16-20 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Please be seated. 
 
THE SERMON  The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
        
THE CREED                                                                                          Enriching Our Worship 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
        
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                 The Rt. Rev. Geralyn Wolf (adapted) 
 

Let us offer our prayers in the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, responding to each 
petition, “Hear us, blessed Trinity.” 
 

Creator of the universe, and all that dwells in the seas, and skies, and all creatures who inhabit 
the earth, help us to guard your holy treasures and to delight in all that you have made; let us 
pray. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 
 

Word of truth, open our hearts to receive your message as it is revealed through holy scripture, 
the witness of your Church, and in the minds and hearts of your faithful; let us pray. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 
 

Spirit of life, strengthen us to reveal the fruits of the kingdom through the actions of our daily 
lives; let us pray. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 
 

Architect of all that is seen and unseen, may we rebuild the world in peace, and give to each 
other the good gifts which you formed in creation; let us pray. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 
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Incarnate One, help us to offer your grace throughout the world, bringing people of every 
language, nation, and tribe into the baptismal waters of your saving love; let us pray. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 
 

Wisdom from on high, descend upon your faithful people, that our voices and actions may echo 
your hope for humanity; let us pray. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 
 

Gathered on this holy Sabbath, day of rest and praise, joy and worship; we continue our prayers. 
 

Source of all healing, we pray for those on our parish prayer list: 
 

Hear us, blessed Trinity. 
 

Giver of peace, guide us to relinquish our dependence on violence to resolve conflicts and enable 
us to welcome the stranger and those with whom we disagree with love, mercy, compassion, 
and hope. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 
 

Source of our strength, embolden us to advocate for human and civil rights in ways that uphold 
the dignity and worth of every human being. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 
 

Spirit of thankfulness, we offer our gratitude to all who serve in our worship, formation, 
hospitality, outreach, administrative ministries, and the preschool staff whose devotion and 
creativity enrich the life of our community. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 
 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect. 
 

Holy One of blessing, you are the source and giver of all good things, hear the prayers of our 
hearts, minds, and lives; and give us the wisdom and grace to embody your way of love each and 
every day. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Mary Ruth Stone 
Kris Hunt 
Aldaiza DaSilva 
Antonio DaSilva 

Martha Lipowski 
Boyd Hunnaman 
James K. 
Walter 

Ron G. 
Sue and Larry H. 
Maggie Holland 
Celine Ghiara 

Carol McManus 
Eugene Foley 
Ambika Bedi 
David Cabush 
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you.  

 
Table 

We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet 
 
Please be seated. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
Prayer to the Trinity                                 Michael Bedford 

Senior Choir 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, the Mother and the Source                    Jody L. Caldwell 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                                     EOW 1 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain 
of mercy. 
 

For with your co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, you are one God, one Lord, in Trinity of Persons 
and in Unity of Being: and we celebrate the one and equal glory of you, O Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift 
our voices with all creation as we sing (say): 
 
SANCTUS 
S 129  Holy, holy, holy Lord                                                                          Robert Powell 

 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your 
own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we 
might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 
 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and 
rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for 
all people. 
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Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, 
sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, 
in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the 
human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on 
the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which 
is given for you. 
 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread 
and this wine. 
 

By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant 
that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the 
world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with St. Stephen 
and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

Our Father, our Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD & THE INVITATION 
 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
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Whoever you are, where ever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome at Christ’s 
table. 
 

All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. Gluten-free hosts are available. 
Please use the hand sanitizer available in the pew before coming forward. 

 
AT COMMUNION 
 Organ Meditation 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you 
have united us in Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your 
people on heaven and on earth.  Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that 
we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 
risen life of Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING                                                                                                       Source: Celtic                                                                                                          
 

God's Blessing be with you, Christ's peace be with you, and the Spirit's outpouring be with you, 
now and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  
SSH 18  Gracious Spirit, give your servants         Abbot’s Leigh 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Let us go forth into the world, enlivened and emboldened by God's Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP 

Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt 
Minister of Music: Kim Williams 
Organist: John Schucker 
Altar Guild: Irene, Julia 
Chalicer/Crucifer: Steve 
Reader/Intercessor: Fran Y. 
Greeter/Usher: 
Tech Verger: Ron 
Coffee Hour: 

Source for today’s lectionary: The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streaming music by permission under OneLicense.net A-707966. 
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Upcoming Events 
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website. 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

5/31 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 
6/1 7:30 PM MA Meeting 
6/3 3:00 PM Small Groups Crafting 

 6/7
10:00 AM Sunday Worship 

1:00 PM AA Meeting 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, doubters, 

and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.” 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org 
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327 

Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card 
Children & Youth Minister: Julia Kaluzna 

Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker 

Members of the Vestry 
Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool; 
Ashley Morgan: Treasurer; Fran Taber; Julia Dorn; Kira Hanson; Linda Soughan; Steve Moran; 

Tom Hillemeier; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk 

Sheelagh Clarke; Eugene Foley: Vestry Emeriti 

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at 
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org.

http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/

