St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

The Church on Main Street, where God’s love is lived.

CELEBRATING 175 YEARS (18531 - 2026)

THE TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

October 25, 2026
Holy Eucharist, Rite Il at 10:00 am

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are delighted that you are here.

All of what you need to join us is in this bulletin or in one of two hymnals:

Hymnal 1982 (the blue book)
“H” followed by a number indicates hymns.
“S” followed by a number indicates selections that appear in the front section of the blue hymnal.

St. Stephen’s Hymnal (the red spiral bound book):
“SSH” followed by a number indicates hymns.

PRELUDE

Gather
We come together to praise God.

Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING HYMN
H 423 Immortal, invisible St. Denio
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1 Im - mor - tal, in - wvis - 1 - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest - ing, wun - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all life thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign - est  in glo - ry, thou rul - est in light,
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want - ing, nor wast - ing, thou rul - est in might;
in all life thou liv - est, the true life of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their sight;
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice like moun - tains  high soar - ing a - bove
we blos - som and flour - ish, like leaves on the tree,
all laud we would ren - der: (0] help wus to see
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al - might - vy, vic -  tor - ious, thy great Name we praise.

thy clouds, which are foun-tains of good - ness and love.

then with - er and per - ish; but  nought chan - geth thee.

tis on - ly the splen-dor of light hid - eth thee.
WELCOME

Word
We hear and respond to the story of God’s liberating acts.

Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE GLORIA

Robert Powell

$ 280 Glory to God in the highest
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we
may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

THE FIRST LESSON
A reading from the Book of Leviticus. 19:1-2,15-18

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say
to them: You shall be holy, for | the Lord your God am holy.

You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the
great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer among
your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: | am the Lord.

You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you
will incur guilt yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people,
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE Psalm |

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.
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They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.

It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

THE SECOND LESSON
A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians. 2:1-8

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though
we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage
in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our appeal does
not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been approved by
God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals,
but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we never came
with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether
from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we
were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care
for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own
selves, because you have become very dear to us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

SEQUENCE HYMN

H 602 Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love Chereponi
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white, neigh-bors are near - by and far a - way
love. All are neigh-bors to us and you.
slaves; this is the way we should live with  you.
THE GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 22:34-46

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the
law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang
all the law and the prophets.”

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do
you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to
them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,

‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until | put your enemies under your feet””?

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer,
nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.

THE SERMON The Rev. Paula J. Toland

Please stand as you are able.

THE CREED Enriching Our Worship



We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Form Ill (adapted)

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; for Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our
Presiding Bishop; Carley, our Diocesan Bishop; Paula, our Rector; Karen, our Deacon, and Jane,
our faithful friend.

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

For those who have been harmed, live in fear, or experience anxiety because of the words or
actions of leaders anywhere;
That they may know your healing love.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; for our Ministry Partners: Apostles’
House, Cross Roads, Family Promise Essex County, North Jersey Pride, and North Porch; for
our sister congregations in the Evelyn Underhill Regional Ministry Network: Calvary, Summit;
Christ Church in Short Hills; St. Paul’s, Chatham, St. George’s, Maplewood; and Grace, Madison;
in the Diocese of Newark, let us pray for Christ Church, Short Hills and St. Andrew and Holy
Communion, South Orange; the ministries of the Rev. Deacon Eric Soldwedel, the Rev. Barry
Stopfel, and the Rev. Dr. Ronnie Stout-Kopp; and in thanksgiving for the ministry of the the Rt.
Rev. Wilson R. Searly; in the Anglican Communion, let us pray for the Church of the Province
of Central Africa.

That our works may find favor in your sight.
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For allies and advocates everywhere that they may continue the fight to uphold the dignity and
worth of every human being as they walk alongside those who have experienced dehumanizing
or demoralizing treatment of any kind;

That they would find strength and courage by your Holy Spirit.

For all who serve in our worship, formation, hospitality, outreach, administrative ministries, and
the preschool staff whose devotion and creativity enrich the life of our community;
That they would find joy and fulfillment in their ministry.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; for those on our parish prayer
list:

Mary Ruth Stone James K. Ambika Bedi Maryann Ekberg
Kris Hunt Sue and Larry H. Timothy M. Lizzie Ekberg
Aldaiza DaSilva Maggie Holland Kyle McManus Aiden Bogden
Martha Lipowski Celine Ghiara Karl Sauer

Boyd Hunnaman Carol McManus Anne M.

That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

For our own needs and those of others, whom we name either silently or aloud.

The Presider offers a concluding Collect.

Holy One of blessing, you are the source and giver of all good things, hear the prayers of our
hearts, minds, and lives; and give us the wisdom and grace to embody your way of love each and
every day. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor-.

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in
our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the
world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves, the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our
Saviour Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.

THE PEACE



The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Table
We offer our gifts, give thanks, and we gather at Christ’s banquet

Please be seated.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Day by day Mark Schweizer
Senior Choir

Please stand as you are able.

THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, the Mother and the Source Jody L. Caldwell
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Words: Jody L. Caldwell. All rights reserved. Used by permission of the author.
Tune: Lasst uns erfieuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesaeng, 1623.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER EOW |

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain
of mercy.

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you
have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish
us and call us to fullness of life.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift
our voices will all creation as we sing:

SANCTUS
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your
own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we
might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and
rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for
all people.
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Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery,
sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then,
in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the
human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on
the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Saviour Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take eat: This is my Body which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said:

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ had died. Chris is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread
and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Saviour Jesus
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s
Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with
St. Stephen and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for
ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor,
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, our Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD & THE INVITATION

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

Whoever you are, where ever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome at Christ’s
table.
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All are welcome at God’s table to receive Communion or a blessing. Gluten-free hosts are available.
Please use the hand sanitizer available in the pew before coming forward.

COMMUNION HYMN
SSH 52 Ubi caritas Taizé
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Translation: Where true charity and love abide, God is there.

Words: Latin, 8th c. Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994). © 1984 Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under
OneLicense.net A-707966.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you
have united us in Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your
people on heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that
we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the
risen life of Christ our Saviour. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING Source: Celtic

God's Blessing be with you, Christ's peace be with you, and the Spirit's outpouring be with you,
now and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN
H 551 Rise up, ye saints of God Festal Song
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heart and soul and mind and strength to serve the King of  kings.
bring the day of truth and love and end the night of wrong.
quick-ened by the Spi - rit’s power, rise up, ye saints of God!

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth into the world to live in newness of life with Christ and each other.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE
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LITURGICAL STEWARDSHIP

Officiant: The Rev. Paula J. Toland

Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Karen Eberhardt
Minister of Music: Kim Williams

Organist: John Schucker

Altar Guild: Irene, Nancy

Chalicer/Crucifer: Roger

Reader/Intercessor: Barbara R.

Greeter/Usher: Maryalice, Barbara R.

Tech Verger: Ron

Coffee Hour: Jackie

Source for today’s lectionary: The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL).
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted and streaming music by permission under Onelicense.net A-707966.

Legacy Giving Through Your IRA

If you are age 702 and older, a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) can be a powerful
stewardship tool. By directing all or part of your IRA distribution directly to St. Stephen’s, you
can support the ministries and long-term mission of our parish while potentially receiving
favorable tax treatment. For those subject to Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs), a QCD
may also help satisfy that requirement. As we look toward future ministry, capital improvements,
and endowment growth, planned and charitable giving opportunities such as QCDs can create
a lasting impact for generations to come. Please consult your tax and financial advisors to learn
more.
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Upcoming Events
Details can be found in the weekly e-newsletter, which is available on our website.

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION
10:00 AM | Sunday Worship
10/25
1:00 PM | AA Meeting
7:00 PM | Bible Study
10/26
7:30 PM | MA Meeting
L 10:00 AM | Sunday Worship
1:00 PM | AA Meeting

READING WITH THE RECTOR - On Sunday, November 8th, we will be discussing The Berry Pickers
by Amanda Peters.

175th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION - We will celebrate St. Stephen’s |75th anniversary with a
special Sunday service at 3:00 PM on November 22. There will be no 10:00 AM service. The bishop and
other guests will join us for this festive occasion. Volunteers are welcome to help with cooking or
decorating for the reception—please let Rev. Paula know if you’'d like to help.

ALL-BACH ORGAN RECITAL - Eric Plutz, Princeton University Organist, will join us on Sunday,
November 8th at 4:00pm for an all-Bach program. General admission at the door.
$20 suggested donation. Reception to follow the performance.

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love. Seekers, doubters,
and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.”

I'19 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041 / 973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org
Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327
Parish Administrator: Maria T. Card
Children & Youth Minister: Julia Kaluzna
Minister of Music: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker

Members of the Vestry
Roger Riedel, Warden, Property & Preschool;
Ashley Morgan: Treasurer; Fran Taber; Julia Dorn; Kira Hanson; Linda Soughan; Steve Moran;
Tom Hillemeier; Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk

Sheelagh Clarke: Vestry Emerita

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at
973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org.
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http://ststephensmillburn.org/blog-and-newsletters/

